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political impact on many earth scientists. While the direct scientific impact may be
limited, the value of interdisciplinary approaches stands out. D. R. Bowss

VERNON (R. H.). Metamorphic Processes, Reactions and Microstructure Development.
London (Thomas Murby publication of George Allen & Unwin). 1976, 274 pp.,
84 figs. Price £7-60.

This book is for undergraduates, postgraduates, and research workers wishing ‘an
insight into some modern approaches to metamorphic petrology’. It aims to explain
simply and realistically reactions and microstructures in metamorphic rocks. No
effort is made to be comprehensive, on the contrary, examples are selected with a clear
bias towards the author’s own interests. The references, at the end of each chapter, are
good and show a real appreciation of modern developments; whether they are easy
to refer to in such a position rather than at the end of the book is a moot point. How-
ever, there is author index, as well as a very good detailed subject index.

The book may be divided into two parts, the first four chapters, making up half of
the contents, deal with: fundamental aspects of metamorphism such as grade, facies,
mineral paragenesis, temperatures and pressures and microstructures; equilibrium
aspects of metamorphic reactions; kinetics of metamorphic reactions; and reactions
in metamorphic rocks.

All these four chapters are good, sound appreciations of the state of the art, with
good diagrams and apposite examples. However, there is little that is especially
original in the approach, and it is a pity that some of the examples are not treated in
more detail, particularly for the advanced reader. Ionic reactions are a case in point,
for they are dealt with briefly and could well have been given greater critical treatment,
as indeed could redox reactions, and hydrolysis equilibria. Some examples showing
actual textures in rocks with a complete interpretation would certainly have been help-
ful to undergraduates and postgraduates.

The remaining five chapters deal with: stable metamorphic microstructures;
deformation, recovery and recrystallization processes; examples of these processes
in specific silicates; and the relationship between chemical and physical processes in
metamorphism.

Here the author is very much at home, although some of the material has been
covered by Spry in his book on metamorphic textures, particularly chapter six.
Chapter seven is a very good modern guide to experimental work on minerals, particu-
larly olivine and the micas. In the final chapter, which is really what the book is all
about and unfortunately is rather short, the chemical and deformational aspects of
metamorphism are considered together, in striking contrast to recent well-known
textbooks on metamorphism where deformation has been virtually ignored. In spite
of the critical comments above, which are mainly concerned with amount of detail,
the author is to be congratulated on a very readable book, well illustrated and indexed,
covering what must be the most entertaining and relevant part of any modern study
of metamorphic rocks. I am sure the book will be read widely by undergraduates and
postgraduates as well as active workers in the field. M. P. ATHERTON



