Minerals/Materials for life 2013
On Wednesday 7th September, a meeting was convened by the Mineralogical Society at Geological Society Apartments in Burlington House, to consider a major UK conference to be held in the summer of 2013. The working title of this meeting is ‘Materials for life’ or ‘Minerals for Life’.

In attendance: Kathryn Goodenough, chair (Mineralogical Society), Martin Smith, (Mineral Deposit Studies Group, Geological Society), Peter Treloar (Metamorphic Studies Group, Geological Society, Mineralogical Society), Frances Wall (Mineralogical Society), Caroline Kirk (Applied Mineralogy Group, Mineralogical Society), David Alderton (Applied Mineralogy Group, Mineralogical Society), Christina Manning (Geochemistry Group), Russell Rajendra (Mineralogical Society staff), Kevin Murphy (Mineralogical Society staff), John Adams (Clay Minerals Group, Mineralogical Society) , Toni Milodowski (Environmental Mineralogy Group, Mineralogical Society), Martin Attfield (British Zeolite Association), Mark Tyrer (Applied Mineralogy Group, Geochemistry Group, Mineralogical Society, MIRO, IoM3)

The consensus view was that the conference should span two or perhaps three days and be held at a British university campus, close to an airport and with excellent public transport links. Numerous topics were considered, from which four over-arching themes evolved:
1) Strategically important mineral resources

This should include the sustainability of mineral resources, such as strategically important elements (considering both primary and secondary sources), ethically/responsibly sourced metals and gems and related topics such as resource recovery and management. Recycling of minerals addressed here as appropriate.
2) Functional materials and minerals

To include nano-, micro- and meso-porous materials (both synthetic and natural) such as zeolites, pillared clays and the like; thin films of (or on) mineral surfaces, mineral catalysts. This topic may include any ‘functional’ mineral application (or mineral derived material) such as sensors and transducers, sorbents, ion-exchange media and others
.

3) Minerals for Environmental Protection

This theme will include both nuclear and non-nuclear applications and consider the use of minerals as retarding media in engineered chemical barriers, alongside physically engineered sub-surface structures such as mineral liners; permeable reactive barriers and examples of environmental remediation in which mineral technology has had significant impact. Carbon capture and storage is another important part of this theme, as is CO2 remediation/mitigation (i.e. how planned use of appropriate minerals may reduce CO2 embodied in a process). Recycling of minerals addressed here as appropriate.
4) Biological Processes in Mineral Science and Technology
This is a catch-all title and needs to be replaced – suggestions welcome!
To include bio-mineralization, both naturally occurring and industrially applied applications. Biomedical mineralization (i.e. biomimetics; dental materials ; bone scaffolding re-mineralization etc.) , health effects of volcanic dust
The topic of mineral processing technology may be incorporated in one or more of these themes, but is unlikely to form a theme of its own.
Tasks
Allocation of tasks amongst this working group and their effective and timely completion will be of critical importance in assuring the success of this event.

1) Convener
Mark Tyrer has agreed to co-ordinate this event

2) Theme 1
David Alderton, Martin Smith, Peter Treloar and Frances Wall to lead this and recruit contributors

3) Theme 2
John Adams and Martin Attfield? to lead this and recruit contributors

4) Theme 3
Caroline Kirk to lead this and recruit contributors

5) Theme 4
Toni Milodowski to lead this and recruit contributors

6) Venue

Russell Rajendra to inquire about and compare UK venues

7) Publications
Kevin Murphy to compare options for publication / dissemination / publicity

8) Logistics
The Mineralogical Society staff will manage the logistics for the event with 


assistance from others as appropriate (e.g. MIRO).

9) All

Partners (see below) and dates

We discussed the possibility of working with one or more partners in promoting or organising this event. The following groups were mentioned: Minerals Association UK (MAUK), appropriate Knowledge Transfer Networks, Royal Society of Chemistry, more Geological Society Groups, in addition to the groups mentioned above. All attendees are encouraged to make inquiries with any group or organization they feel may be helpful collaborators in ensuring this event is successful. In particular, these may include:

1) Sponsors – financial sponsors (general/speakers/drinks reception/prizes/dinner/burasaries)
2) Hosts – Do any organizations have premises which may be suitable venues?

3) Publishers – Can we identify publishers who might help with proceedings?
4) Promoters – Which organizations would actively promote this event (web/journal diaries etc)?

Structure

Supposing this is a two-day event, an opening plenary session for all attendees would seem a sensible first step to be followed by parallel sessions. The day might end with a drinks reception and poster viewing (for which we need sponsors). The second day might start with parallel sessions, but should unite the audience after lunch with a plenary session (and possibly prizes). This limits the number of ‘lost souls’ sneaking out early. 
Blog

We already have tasks allocated to nine contributors of the organizing committee and this number is likely to grow.  It occurred to me after the meeting that we might benefit from a web-log which all of us can read and write to (but perhaps not edit!). Would it be possible to collect e-mails from a ‘ghost’ email account and pipe them to a blog? By this, I mean we cc mail to mfl2013@minersoc.org so that we can all see how things evolve. This would be a long plain text file (searchable by a web browser). Simple technology, but it works.

M.T. 9/9/11
Dates 
All those on the committee should inform Mark Tyrer asap of dates that they know might be a problem during summer 2013 – e.g. clashing conferences, events common to many universities, etc. A date for the conference needs to be set as soon as possible.  



�We discussed cement as an important part of this theme.





