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Embrey, P. G. and Symes, R. F. Minerals of 
Cornwall and Devon. London (British Museum 
[Natural History]) and Tucson, Arizona 
(Mineralogical Record), 1987. vi+154 pp., 36 
figs., 114 colour photos., 8 maps. Price: Hard- 
back s paperback s 

The first half of this well-illustrated book deals with 
the geology, mines and mining in this classic area, 
with numerous maps, black-and-white photo- 
graphs of mining operations in the last century and 
details of the development of special skills and 
techniques to deal with the difficulties of mining 
such refractory material. These innovations were 
later carried throughout the world by pioneering 
Cornishmen. There is also a fascinating section on 
collectors and mineral dealers--including a fac- 
simile of part of a letter from Philip Rashleigh to 
John Hawkins in which Rashleigh writes 'The 
expense of procuring specimens has increased to 
such extravagance that if my collection was not 
considerable at present, I should not have begun 
now' 'now' being 1802! The authors point out 
that most dealers had a wholly different main 
source of livelihood, often of a kind likely to bring 
them into contact both with possible customers 
and with the main source of specimens, the miner 
and his family. Richard Talling of Lostwithiel is 
described as, beyond question, the greatest Cornish 
dealer of all time, flourishing in the years 1844 83 
when mining activity was at its peak in Cornwall. 

In the second part of the book the minerals 
themselves are presented, with brief descriptions of 
each with an account of the paragenesis and 
locality and some 80 truly magnificent colour 
photographs. Most of the specimens are selected 
from the collections of the British Museum 
(Natural History), now augmented and enriched 
by the incorporation of the collections of the 
Geological Museum. 

There was undoubtedly a need for such an 
illustrated account of both mining and minerals in 
the southwest of England. The maps of the localities 
of the various old mines long-closed are invaluable. 
The authors kindle the imagination with details of 
old and rich tin mines and collectors and dealers of 
bygone days. Devon unfortunately gets condensed 
into three pages, but references to its mines and 
minerals are included in the 1100 entries given, 
together with annotations and selective biblio- 
graphy. 

This is a marvellous book at an extremely 
reasonable price, which all mineralogists, amateur 
or professional, throughout the world will want to 
have on their own shelves. 

R. A. HOWIE 

Nixon, P. H. (Editor) Mantle Xenoliths. Chichester 
and New York (John Wiley & Sons), 1987. 
xviii + 844 pp. Price s 

The subject matter of this excellent book is much 
wider than the title indicates. It is a monumental 
work encompassing mineralogical, chemical, ex- 
perimental, geophysical, tectonic, age and isotopic 
studies of upper mantle and lower crustal products. 
Twenty years ago, mantle heterogeneity was 
looked on as a possibility that had only just begun 
to be investigated, and only a handful of papers per 
year were published on mantle rocks. It is signi- 
ficant that the editor (and contributing author) of 
Mantle xenoliths was even then committed to the 
study of nodules in kimberlite, so he has brought 
over twenty-five years experience to the produc- 
tion of the present over-view by seventy-eight 
authors. 

The book is in two parts. The first is largely 
factual and lists the occurrences of mantle xeno- 
liths, paying particular attention to their structural 
setting in a plate tectonic framework. The amount 
of information given on each suite of rocks is 
dependent on availability, coverage of South 
America being less than that for Mexico. Detailed 
information, whether chemical, petrological or 
geographical, is invariably well tabulated, but the 
editor appears to have insisted, successfully, that 
this must be reinforced by its incorporation in 
simple and lucid figures and graphs. One surprising 
omission, however, is the absence of information on 
the xenoliths of the Eifel. Although the rocks are 
mentioned by several authors, they are allocated 
only one third of page 98. The author(s) of each 
chapter provide often unique local knowledge, 
rendering this part of the book an important source 
of information for students of alkaline rocks, 
carbonatites and kimberlites, the hosts of the 
mantle nodules. 

In the second half of the volume the chapters are 
largely interpretative, but new data and summaries 
of published data are provided. Topics range from 


