
X-RAY DATA ON SYNTHETIC MELILITES

Guv EnvrN, Jn., ,two E. F. OsnonN,

The Pennsylvania State College, State College, Pa.

Arsrnacr

Using a Geiger-counter recording spectrometer, powder difiraction patterns were ob-

tained for 10 mixtures in the akermanite-gehlenite series. Graphs plotting change in d-

spacing against composition for 10 lines of these patterns are shown whereby the relative

amounts of akermanite and gehlenite in a melilite may be calculated from its ,-ray pattern.

fn addition, unit cell dimensions for these tetragonal minerals were calculated, which show

an increase in o and a decrease in c on proceeding from gehlenite to akermanite. These

changes are explained on the basis of the known atomic structure of melilite.

InrnolucrroN

The melilites are a group of tetragonal minerals appearing in igneous

rocks, in metamorphic assemblages, and in synthetic products such as

crystallized blast furnace slags. Complete solid solution exists at high

temperatures between the two principal melilite compounds' gehlenite,

CazAlzSiOr, and akermanite, Ca2MgSirOr (1)(2). Other cations are also

commonly present, especially sodium and divalent iron. The role of

sodium in melilite crystals is not clear, as recently emphasized by Gold-

smith (3). Divalent iron substitutes for magnesium in akermanite, re-
placement being complete in "iron-akermanitet' (4).

The structure of a natural melilite crystal, which was largely an

akermanite-gehlenite solid solution, was analyzed by Warren (5) who

found two molecules in the unit cell with a:1.74 A and c:5.02 A.* The

structure has SiOr tetrahedra linked in pairs, calcium is in eightfold co-
ordination, aluminum and magnesium in fourfold.

As the present study was being completed, the work of Andrews (6) on

the d-spacings and cell dimensions in akermanite, in gehlenite, and in

three akermanite-gehlenite solid solutions appeared. The results given

herein, insofar as they overlap the findings of Andrews, are in very good

agreement with his data.

RBsur-rs

Ten mixtures in the gehlenite-akermanite series were prepared from

the pure oxides, melting four times with intermediate quenching to a
glass and crushing. Each was crystallized by holding for several days at

the temperature of the solidus, followed by several more days at a lower

* Throughout this paper true ingstrom units are used, calculated according to the new

grating wave lengths (Cu Kar : 1.54054). Warren's values, actually in kX units, have been

converted to ingstrom units (factor 1.002).
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temperature. The glasses were shown to be uniform by their uniform
refractive index, and the uniformity and complete crystallinity of the
crystallized samples were checked petrographically.

Powder diffraction patterns for the crystallized samples were obtained
on the Norelco recording spectrometer using Cu-Ka radiation. The
d-spacings thus obtained were assigned indices (hkl) and then used to
calculate unit cell dimensions, which are shown in Table l and Fig. 1.
Using these values for o and c, d-spacings were calculated for each plane
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Frc. 1. Unit ceII dimensions o and c in ingstrom units and ratio r:a for the

akermanite-sehlenite solid solution series.
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whose reflections were intense enough to appear. Table 2 gives, for pure
gehlenite and akermanite, the d-spacings thus calculated together with
the observed d-spacings and their estimated relative intensities showing
the extent of agreement of the patterns with the assigned ceII dimensions.

For the purpose of using x-ray patterns to determine the proportions
of akermanite and gehlenite in a melilite, it is desirable to employ a
simpler criterion than the change in unit cell dimensions, since the deter-
mination of these involves indexing a number of lines and making calcu-
Iations. Correlating composition with d-spacing is the obvious simple
procedure, but because of the simultaneous decrease in c with increase in
a, as shown in Fig. 1, some pairs of lines in the pattern reverse their rela-
tive positions, while others show little change with composition. On the
other hand, no one Iine would serve as a sufficiently precise measure of
composition. Ten lines were selected which were distinct from any others
throughout the range of compositions. These showed moderately large
changes and were at the same time strong enough to appear in the ma-
jority of the patterns. In Fig. 2 the spacings for these 10 lines are plotted
against composition, the solid line showing the d-spacings calculated

Frc.2. Graphsshowingmanner of change in d-spacings of planes (hkl,) in akermanite-
gehlenite soiid solutions. Circles represent experimentally determined points. The straight
lines were drawn through points representing d-spacings calculated from the unit cell
dimensions.
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from the unit cell dimensions and the circles the observed d-spacings for
each composition. Some points are missing where lines were too weak to
be observed.
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To use these graphs the percentage akermanite is read off for each of

the 10 lines of the pattern or as many o{ the ten as show up. The average
of these 10 (or less) percentages is taken as the final value. The precision

of this method is estimated at +2.5/s akermanite.

DrscussroN

The above data agree very closely with those of Andrews. One dis-

crepancy is that his curves of o and c against composition show a slight
curvature. fn our case, these plots are straight lines, within experimental
error. However, the closeness of fit is probably not good enough to justify

definite conclusions about adherence to Vegard's law and ideality of
melilite solid solutions. It is clear, nevertheless, that no large departure
from ideality exists.

The deviation of Warren's values for o and c is outside of the experi-
mental error. That is, his value of 7.74 A for o indicates about 25/s
akermanite while his value for c is equal to that for pure akermanite.

Some of Warren's intensities deviate very markedly from those found for
the gehlenite-akermanite series. Inasmuch as Warren used a crystal of
natural melilite which would contain other ions in addition to those pres-

ent in akermanite and gehlenite, the explanation for these difierences is
undoubtedly related to the presence of these other ions.x An analysis of
the structures of pure gehlenite and akermanite might result in a change
in some of the coordinates and interatomic distances but probably not in
any of the fundamental features of the structure.

The seemingly remarkable decrease in the c dimension which ac-
companies the increase in o on going from gehlenite to akermanite has a
simple explanation on the basis of Warren's structure. Close study of the
structure (5), (7), shows that in the 001 plane the atoms are in close con-
tact in the planes passing through the Mg positions. fn the c direction,
however there are gaps in the structure in the axes passing through the
Mg positions. Consider now the efiect of substituting Mgf Si for 2Al. In
the first place, the o dimension should be increased by an amount ap-
proximating the difference between the increase in ionic radius of Mg
over Al and the decrease in ionic radius of Si over Al, because of the close
packing in the a direction. A purely geometrical calculation based on the
ionic radii given by Evans (8), corrected for fourfold coordination, gives
an increase of 0.23 A for o as compared with 0.152 A actually observed.
The effect of the larger Mg ion on c, however, is nullified by the presence

* The melilite crystal used by Warren was from Capo di Bove. The composition of a
representative melilite from this locality analyzed by Damour and discussed by Schaller
(U.S.Geol .Suruey,Bul , l , .610,  l24 (1916)) isasfol lowsr 38.34SiOr,8.61 A12O3,32.05CaO,

2.12Na2O,6.71 MgO, 10.02 Fe2Os, 1.51 KrO. It is considered possible by Schaller that a
part of the iron existed in the melilite in the ferrous state.
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of the gaps in the structure between the Mg ions in the c direction, into
which the oxygen ions surrounding the Mg can move without expanding
the cell dimensions in that direction. Thus the only effect is the contrac-
tion due to substitution of Si for Al which is calculated as 0.14 A co--
pared with 0.057 A actually found. The lack of a quantitative check
could be due to polarization efiects, which have not been taken into ac-
count.

Densities calculated from these unit cell dimensions are compared be-
Iow with the experimental values determined by Ferguson and Budding-
t o n  ( 1 ) :

gehlen'ite

3 .031 + 0.01
3 .038
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