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HYDROIHERMAL SYNTHESIS OF ANDALUSITE

DBr.r,a M. Rov, College of Mineral Ind.ustries,

T he P enns"tlvani.a S tate (J n'i.gersity,
S tare i otle ge, P enn syl,a ania.

In a detailed investigation of the system Al2Or-SiOr-HzO, Roy and
Osborn (1952) reported their failure to synthesize consistently and un-
equivocally the anhydrous aluminosilicates, sillimanite, andalusite and
kyanite. Several earlier workers have reported the synthesis of sillimanite
(Balconi 1941, Michel-Levy, 1949, Morey, 1942) but positive evidence
that the product was sillimanite and not mullite has been lacking. Re-
ports of the synthesis of andalusite (see Doelter, 1917, Batr, 1971,
Lacy,7952) are similarly open to question in view of the absence of evi-
dence for positive identification of andalusite as a product of the reaction.

In the course of an investigation of equilibria in the system MgO-
AlzOa-SiOz-HrO,* d phase with a powder *-ray difrraction pattern
similar to andalusite was obtained. Although neglected at first as one of
several "frea"k" occurrences, its repeated appearance made worthwhile
further investigation. This phase has now been obtained consistently
in many runs, using a variety of starting materials such as Langley kaoli-
nite, Florida kaolinite, Macon (Georgia) kaolinite (,4P1 No. 3), 1:1
and 1:2 Al2O3:SiOz mixtures and gels, and mixtures in the system
MgO-AlrOrSiO2-H2O with the molar ratios 12:44:44 and 3:33:64
MgO:AIzOa:SiO2. Representative runs are l isted in Table 1. The tech-
niques used for preparation of samples and hydrothermal reaction have
been described in earlier papers from this Laboratory, Roy and Osborn
(1952) Roy, Roy and Osborn (1950, 1952).

The identification of andalusite as a phase grown under hydrothermal
conditions is based on the following criteria: (1) The crystals have the
same mean refractive index as andalusite (1.635+0.004) and low bire-
fringence. Accurate determination of the three indices of refraction has
not as yet been possible because of the small size of the crystals-maxi-
mum diameter about 20 microns. (2) The crystals grow on seeds of natur-
al andalusite. The overgrowths form an interesting pattern, being always
oriented at right angles to the seed. Thus seeds which are yellow under
crossed-nicols with the gypsum plate are surrounded completely by a
fringe of "blue" overgrowths. Thus the synthetic material when it does
show any elongation (not pronounced) is length slow as compared to
the length fast nature of natural andalusite in its usual habit. The r-ray

* This work was conducted as part of a program sponsored by the Office of Naval Re-
search, investigating the stability relations among metamorphic minerals, and appeared as
Tech. Repl, No. 6. Contro.ct N6 onr 26909, Jan. 1952.
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dierite, qtz.:quartz, pyroph.:pyrophyllite, sds.:seeds, kaol.:kaoline, 1:Little. AS:

aluminum serpentine.

difiraction pattern is very similar to that of andalusite, particularly at
low 20 values (see Table 2). Since it has never been obtained as the only
phase present, comparison at higher angles is somewhat difficult due to
the overlapping of lines and the lack of distinct lines at higher angles.
The 001 and 002 reflections are very pronounced and quite distinct from
the spacings of any other phase appearing in this part of the system.
Mullite, sillimanite, kyanite and all known alumina-silica hydrates are
positively eliminated as alternatives by the r-ray difiraction pattern.

These recent data suggest that andalusite is a stable phase between
450o and 650' C. at water pressures between 10,000 and 30,000 psi'
Roy and Osborn (1952) have decomposed andalusite in the presence of
water up to about 425" C., the chief decomposition products being either
kaolinite or pyrophyllite. The data also suggest the possibie importance
of the presence of slightly larger cations such as Mg# or Ca++ in aiding
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the formation of andalusite. Pure gels or alumina-silica mixtures did not
yield andalusite except as growth on seeds (or in the presence of seeds)
whereas mixtures in the MgO-AlzOa-SiOz system did so readily. This
fact may be connected with the five-fold coordination of one Al3+ ion
in andalusite; Mg2+ entering such a structure would certainly strive
for a higher coordination than four. The Macon (Georgia) kaolinite con-
tains .47/6 MgO and .52/6 CaO, and the others probably also contain
significant amounts of these cations which, although perhaps not es-
sential, may aid greatly in the growing of crystals of andalusite.
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COBALT IN KIMBERLITES

R. S. Your.rc, D.A. BoNrtnlo, AND K. G. A. Srnacral.N, Diamond'

Res ear ch Labor atory, J ohannesbur g, S outh Afric a'

Nickel has been reported as a constituent of Jagersfontein kimberlite

in quanti t ies from 0.08 to 0.14/6, and as a component of nodules of eclo-

gite, pyroxenite, phlogopite, and chrome diopside found in kimberlites,

in amounts from a trace to 0.2670 (a). We have not, however, been able

to find a reference to cobalt in kimberlite or its associated minerals.

In the course of complete chemical analyses of the ten different types

of kimberlite found in Premier Mine, Transvaal, South Africa, we have

found cobalt ranging f rom 0.003 to 0 .008/6. Cobalt was determined by the

accurate and convenient colorimetric procedure using nitroso-R-salt

(5). The results for cobalt,  together with those for iron and nickel,  are

given in Table 1.

Some investiqators have seen an analogy between the forces of tem-

Taslr 1. CoNrrNr or Coner-t, InoN, lNo Nrcrer- rn

Ppnurnn MrNe KrlrgrnI,rrns

r43

Percentage

Kimberltite Type
Nit , o

1
2
.t

4

6
7
8
9

10

0 005
0.003
0.007
0.006
0 .007
0 006
0.006
0.008
0.005
0.006

5 . 8 6
J . + I

7  . 3 2
6.  36
6.90
8.  73
7 .00
7  . 3 5
9  . 3 5
7 .05

0 . 1 0
0 . 1 1
0 . 1 1
o . r2
0 .  1 3
0 . 1 0
0.09
0 . 1 1
0 . 1 5
0 . 1 1


