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LAUMONTITE AND LEONHARDITE CEMENT IN MIOCENE SANDSTONE
FROM A WELL IN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

M. E. K.q.r.By AND R. F. HaNsoN, Coli,forni,o Research Corporation,
La Habra, CaliJornia.

The occurrence of a zeolite cement was noted in a {eldspathic sandstone
at a depth of approximately 11,000 feet in the Standard Oil Company
of California Well C.C.NI.O. 4, No. 35, Tejon Field, 30 miles southeast
of Bakersfield, California. The zeolite mineral was identified by micro-
scopic and *-ray powder diffraction methods as laumontite and its alter-
ation product, leonhardite.

The occurrence of zeolites in rocks of igneous origin is a matter of
common knowledge but their occurrence in rocks of sedimentary origin
is less weil known. Zeolites, nearly always secondary minerals formed by
hydration of aluminum silicates of Ca, Na, etc., are derived chiefly from
lime-bearing plagioclase feldspars.

Laumontite and leonhardite were found as an important alteration
product in graywackes of New Zealand by Hutton (1949) and by
Coombs (1952); laumontite as a cement in Cretaceous (?) sandstones
from Anchor Bay, Mendocino County, California, is reported by Gilbert
(1951). Hutton states that laumonitite and leonhardite probably have
a much wider distribution than supposed; that in graywackes and similar
rocks which have been subjected to low grade dynamothermal'meta-
morphism the feldspars may be completely altered to laumontite and
leonhardite instead of to albite.

The chemical composition of laumontite is given by Coombs (1952,
p .  812 )  as :

Ca"(Na, K)gAl2,1gSi2a-12,+rtOra . l6HrO

where *!y/2 does not exceed 4

and rfy is not less than 4.

On exposure to the atmosphere or gentle heating laumontite loses ap-
proximately f of its water to form leonhardite. This process is readily
reversible and is accompanied by changes in the refractive index, optic
angle, and extinction angle.

Optical properties as reported in the literature are listed in Table 1.
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The crystals are prismatic with perfect 010 and 110 cleavages. The optic
plane is 010 (Winchel, 1951).

The zeolite mineral in the sandstone core sample from the standard
Oil Company of California Well C.C.M.O.4, No.35, San Joaquin Valley,
was isolated from the rock by hand picking under a stereoscopic micro-
scope.

optical properties of the mineral are as follows: crystals are prismatic
wi th two good c leavages;  ( - )2V:moderate l  a:1.508 +.002,7:1.516
t .002;  ^y-a: .008;  Ext .  to  c :40o-45o.

X-ray difiraction data were obtained with a G. E. powder camera of
7 .1744 cm. radius. The powder sample, mounted with Duco cement on
a rotating glass filament, was exposed to cu Ko radiations for 6 hours.
Intensities of the lines were estimated visually.

These *-ray data agree closely with the data reported by Coombs
(1952) for laumontite and leonhardite.
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UNIT CBLL DIMENSIONS OF URANINITB

Er.BaNon R. Bunuax, Department of Mineratogy, Horaard, Unioersity
C ambridge, M ass achusetts.

It appears that, in general, samples of pitchblende from hydrothermal
veins have a smaller cell size than uraninites from pegmatites (Tabre 1).
The values of a6 of uraninites from different sources reported in the
Iiterature (1) support this observation.

The relatively small cell size of pitchblende is due to the following
factors: (o) Relatively high oxidation, due to the fine-grain or fine fibrous
permeable nature of the material and the resulting large surface area.
The oxidation involves the conversion of urv to uyr with valence com-
pensation effected by the entrance of oxygen into the vacant 8-fold

925


