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MEMORIAL OF FRANTISEK SLAVIK

JaN KurrNe, Charles U niaersity, Prague, Czechoslot:akia.

Not long ago we congratulated Professor FrantiSek Slavik on his
cightieth birthday and wished him good health for the next decade, and
now the time has come for us to part with him. He died on January 27,
t957.

Franti5ek Slavik, son of the historian FrantiSek Augustin Slavik,
was born on July 18, 1876 in Kutnd Hora, a mining town in Middle
Bohemia.

In 1895 he entered the philosophical faculty of the Charles University
in Prague, where he studied natural history, chemistry and physics.

From the very beginning of his studies he was distinguished by wide
knowledge in several disciplines of natural sciences-zoology, botany,
geology, mineralogy, chemistry and others. He was therefore highly re-

spected by many of his school-mates. His "exceptional polymathy" and

true fellowship was remembered by one of his oldest contemporaries,
Professor Josef Kratochvil, on the occasion of Slavik's eightieth birth-
day, who said: "He was not jealous of successes made by others, but was
pleased by them. We all in the small club circle felt it and it sank deeply
in our memory."

At the Charles University he was taught mineralogy by the prominent

crystallographer Karel Vrba and petrology by Jindiich Barvii. He

studied chemistry with Karel Preis and Bohumil Brauner.
Professor Vrba recognized very early Slavik's abilities and made him

his assistant in the second year of his studies. In 1889 Slavik became doc-

tor of philosophy on the basis of a dissertation which had a principally
petrological character: "On ore-bearing pyroxenic and biotitic gneiss at

Pohled near Svdtl6 n.S. Journal oJ the Royal, Bohemi'an Society of

Sci,ences,l897, No. 34, Prague 1898.
In 1901-1902 he studied crystallography for one semester with Prof'

P. Groth and petrology with Prof. E. Weinschenk in Munich' He re-

mained Prof. Vrba's assistant up to 1903, when he was appointed as
professor for g,rammar schools. He taught then in several classical and

modern grammar schools of Prague. In 1905 he was admitted for a docent

in mineralogy at the Charles University, where he was appointed in 1910

an assistant-professor and in 1916 professor in ordinary and director of

the Mineralogical Institute of the Charles University. In the years 1907-

1916 he worked simultaneously as a docent at the Technical High School

of Prague. In 1937 he was elected rector of the Charles University in

Prague.
The first forty years after he received the doctor's degree, Prof'
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1876-1957

Slavik devoted, practically undisturbed, to scientific work in a time of
versatile international contacts, so necessary for the growth of a man
of science. Slavik knew quite well several languages, especially English,
French, German, Russian, ftalian and Polish, which enabled him to take
part actively at scientific conferences in various countries,

He was present at most international geological congresses of his time
and at many other meetings of scientists abroad. With the exception
of Albania and Portugal he probably knew all European coun'ries. He
had many friends all over the world and procured willingly for his
collaborators and students comparative material from foreign countries.

Among his most distinguished students were Dr. Radim Nov66ek,
docent in chemical miueralogy, known mainly for his studies on uranium
minerals, and Dr. Franti5ek Ulrich, professor of experimental mineralogy
at the Charles University of Prague.
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The Nazi occupation of czechoslovakia in t939-1945 interrupted the

successful development of Slavik's school and dealt a heavy blow to

Czechoslovakian mineralogy. It was not only that the Czech universities

were closed. Professor Slavik loved freedom in all his life, and so be

partook actively in the national resistance, with his collaborators F.

Ulrich and R. Novddek,
On February 4, Ig43, he and his wife, the mineralogist Dr' Ludmila

Slavikov6, were arrested by the Gestapo. He went through the prison

of Pankr6c and the concentration camps of Tetezin, Auschwitz and

Buchenwald. His wife was tortured to death in Rajsko near Auschwitz on

"Institut fiir Rassenlehre" established in its former rooms'

After the l iberation of czechoslovakia, when Professor Slavik re-

further development of Czechoslovakian mineralogy'

After an interval of six years Prof. slavik started with his lectures and,

although put on the retired list in 1947, he actively continued in lecturing

at the Charles University practically until his death'

His distinguished services were recognized by many honors at home

and abroad.
He was an ordinary member of the czechoslovak Academy of sciences,

of the Royal Bohemian Society of Sciences and of many other scientific

institutions in Czechoslovakia. In 1946 the Charles University of Prague

conferred on him an honorary degree in natural sciences'

Abroad he was elected a .orresponding member of the Mineralogical

Rumanian Academy of Sciences.
From 1920 up ti l l  his death he abstracted regularly the Czechoslovak

scientific papers for the Minerological Abstracts as a co-worker of Dr' L' J'

Spencer.
Czechoslovakian mineralogy has lost in Professor Slavik its most
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distinguished member. He was respected not only for his scientif ic ac-
tivity, but also for his unusual modesty and kindness. He was always
prepared to comply with the wishes of anyone who came with good uil l .
He always spared time even for beginning students and private collectors
of minerals. He used to give unselfishly all publications, which he had
received during his long and rich interchange with foreign countries,
to the library o{ the r,Iineralogical rnstitute. Thanks to him the library
of separata of the Mineralogical rnstitute of the charles university no
doubt is one of the largest in Central Europe.

Spr,rcrun Bmlrocn.qprv or. Fnaxrr5nr Sr,avix

A complete list of Professor Slavik's publications was compiled by prof. J. Nov6k in
the volume commemorating the eightieth birthday of Prof Slavik: Sbornik k osmdes6tin6m
akademika FrantiSka Slavika, pp.542, prague, 1957.

1. Uber Triplite von Wien und Cyrillhof in Miihren und seine Zersetzungsproclukte. (With
F. Kovdt). Verhand.l. der k.k.geolog.Reichsanstalt, 1900, 387-404.

2. rJber die rothen Zoisite aus Miihren. centralblattJiir Min., GeoL, paleont.,l90l,686-
690.

3. Uber die wahrscheinliche Identitat von Lussatit und Tridymit Centralblatt;fiir Min.,
Geol., Paleont , tg0l, 690-692.

4. Beitrege zur Kenntnis der Ammoniumhalogenverbindungen. zeits. fiir l?yst., 36,
268-276,1902.

5. Datolith unterhalb Li5tic bei Beroun. (with J. Fiier). centralblatt fiir Min., Geot..
Pal eonl., 7903, 229-235.

6. Zur Frage der Kohle im Diabas von Radotin. verhandl. der hh.georog. Reichsanstalt,
r9o2,794-196.

7. Mineralogische Notizen: 1. Zur Kenntnis der Mineralien von schlaggenwald:2.
Titanit von Skaatd bei Kragerd; 3. Krokoitkrystali von Dundas; 4. chrysoberyll von
Marschendorf in Miihren. Zeits. Krist,39,294 SOS, 7904.

8. Uber die Alaun- und Pyritschiefer westbiihmens. BuIL internat. Aco.d.. tehtque des
Sciences , 9, 47 -172, 7904.

9. Uber einen Granathornfels von Pred.azzo. centralblatt Jiir Min., Geol., paleont.,
t9o4,661-666.

70. Zttr Mineralogie von Miihren Centralblatt J,iir Min., Geol., paleont.,1904, 353-363.
11. Studien ilber den Mieser Erzdistrikt und einige von seinen Mineralien. Bult 'internat,.

Acorl- tclt1que des Sciences, lO, 97-724, prague 1905.
12. Uber salmiakkristalle von vesuv a.d.J.1906. Bull,. internat. Acod.. tchlque des scietrces,

12, 50-54, Prague 1908.
13. Spilitische Ergussgesteine im Priikambrium zwischen Kladno und Klatau. Archizt fiir

die naturaissenschaJtliche Land.esdurchJorschung .ton Bi)hmen, 14, No. 2, 1-176,
Prague 1908.

14. Phenakit von Brasilien. BuIl. .internot. Acad. tchtque des sciences, 14, 90-91, prague
1909. See also: Centralblatt fiir Min. Geol., Paleont., lg}g,264-267.

15. Liber die Manganmineralien von der veitsch in steiermark. (with A. Hofmann.)
Bull. i.nternat. Acod.. tch1que d,es Sciences, 14, prague 1909.

16. Uber einige Baryte der Kladnoer Steinkohlenformation. BulI. internat. Aca.d.. tchlque
iles S ciences, 14, 248-253, l9}g.

17. Whewellit von Schlan. Bull. intrernat. Acad. tch^que d,es Sciences,ll, 754-162, 7909.
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18. Zweite Mitteilung iiber den Schlaner Whewellit. Bull. internal.

Scienees, 14, 367 37 6, 1909.

19. Uber "Ditrerze" von Piibram. (With A. Hofmann)' Bull. internot

Sciences, 15, 65-106, 1910.
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20. uber Telluride in einem Aplitgang bei Zduchovic. sitzungsberichte d. han. bahm

Gesellschoft der Wiss.,II. Classe, 1909, No. XI, 1-11, Prague.

21. Nlorphologie des Samsonits. Bul.l,. internat. Aead" tchtque d'es Scienees,16,57 66,1917'

22. IJtoer das goldfiihrende Gebiet von Kasejovic. (with A. Hofmann.) Bull. internal.

Acad. tchcque des Sciences, 17, 249-277 , Pragte 1912.-2nd part: ibid-, 18, pp' 94-140'

1913 .
23. Zur Kenntnis des Goldvorkommens von Roudnf. sitzungsberichte der kijn. btjltm.

GesellschaJt der WissenschaJtez, II. Classe, 1912, No. 72,1-28, Prague.

24. Achsenverhiiltniss des Jamesonit? Centralblatt Jiir Min', GeoI., Paleont.,7914, pp' 7-12'

25. Die goldquarzgiinge Mittelbiihmens. Zeitschr. Jiir praktische Geologie,22,343-352 and

353-373,1914.
26. Neue Phosphate von Greifenstein bei Ehrenfriedensdorf. BulI internat. Acad' tehtqu'e

des Sciences,19, 108-123, Prague, 1914.

27. Sur ies fluorophosphates ternaires de Al2o3, Ro et R:o (morinite, iel'ekite' lacroixite).

Bull. de Ia Soc. franqaise d'e Mindrologie,37,152-162' 1974.

28. Notiz iiber den Lacroixit. Bull. internat. Aeail. tch€que d,es Sci'ences,20, 372-373,

Prague 1916 (Presented 1915).

29. Etudes sur les min6rais de fer du silurien inf6rieur de la Boh€me. (With L. Slavikovd).

BuII internat. Acad.. tch1que des Sciences,22, 7-24, Prague 1920 (Presented 1917).

This paper presents a summary of a triparlite study published in Czech language under

the title: "studie o Leleznlch ruddch desk6ho spodniho siluru," Rozpratty eeski

Ahademiel)dd,26 (1917),  No. 33,  No. 37,  No. 62,  Prague 1918.

30. Der Phosphorgehalt der Eisenerze im bcihmischen Untersilur. Bergbou und. Hiitte, 4,

Heft  5.  1-9.  1918.

31.  DieChiastol i tschiefer inderUmgebungvonRozmitd l .  Bul l . in ternal .Acoi l .  tch,que

des Sciences,2l  (1917),  pp.105-112, Prague 1919 (Presented 1915).

32. uber Spilite im Piibramer Algonkium. Bull. internat. Acad. tch^que d.es sci.ences, 2l

(1917), 137 -152, Prague 1919 (Presented 191 5).

33. uber Telluru,ismut aus den bdhmischen Goldgiingen. BuII. in.ternot. Acad. tch^que des

Sciences, 22 (1920), 100-102, Prague 1920.

34. Deux roches 6ruptives anchimonominerales dans le gabbro de Ia Boh6me occidentale.

BulLi .nternat .Acad.tch€qued.essciences,23(1923),190-192,Prague1923 (Presented

1922).
35. Minerais de fer pisolithiques bauxitifdres dans la cr6tac6 de la Bohdme. BuJl. internat.

Acad'. tch€que des Sci.ences,23 (1923),172-173' Prague 1923' (Presented 1922)'

36. Chapters on tellurium and tellurides in the "Handbuch der Mineralchemie" Doelter,

IV,  part  I ,845-887, 1926.

37. Note on zaratite from Bohemia, Pennsylvania and Tasmania. Am' Mineral',11,279-

280,1926-

38. Anthophyllite-asbest mangan6sifdre de Chvaletice en Bohdme. (With V. Veself.)

Bu,ll. internat. Acad'. teh.Eque des Sciences,2S (1927),64-70,P:aglue t927.

39. The Minerals of Piibram. Am. Mineral.,12,345-350' 1927 .

40. Nerosty z loLisk manganovlich rud. v Zelezn!,ch hor6ch. Casopis Nd,rodn'i,lto musea,

odd pi'tr., lO2, 113-727, Prague 1928.

41. Note sur I'anthophyllite-asbeste mangan6sifbre des mines de Jacobeni-Argi[a'. BulI' ile

l 'Uni , t .  Ios i , ,  f928,  133-135.
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42. Les "Pillow-lavas" algonkiennes de la Boheme. Clrnptes rendus de la XIV" Session en
Espogne, Congres g1ologique international 1926, Fasc. IV, 1389-1395, Madrid 1928.

43. Place names of mineral-localities in central Europe. (With L. J. Spencer.) Min. Maga-
zine.2l ,  441479, 1928.

44. Gisements de manganBse en Bohdme orientale Congrds Internat. des Mines ete , VI"
Session (1930), Comfte rend,u d.e la session d.e g1ologie opptiqude, 141-145, Libge 1931.

45. The copper deposits of Czechoslovakia. Copper Resourcos of the World, XVI. fnternat.
Geol. Congress, 555 556, Washington 1933.

46. Iz geochimii marganca i fosfora. Vernadsky tolume,245150, Moscow 1936.
47. L'zctivit6. volcanique dans le Barrandien. Bull. d.ela Soc. g1ologique d.e France,T (1937),

s27-540.
48 Hatchettin z loLiska rumdlky u Merniku. Sbornik Muzea Dionyza St&ra, l, 101-104,

Bansk6 Stiavnica (Czechoslovakia), 1937. (With an English summary).
49. Nerostopis a loZiska uZitkovfch miner6hi Slovenska. (In Czech), Carpatiea III, No. 2

(pp. 62), Prague 1939. 2nd edition in Slovakian language, published by Matice slo-
venskd in Martin in 1951.

50. Notes on jaspers and similar quartz substances of NE Bohemia. Vdslnl.k Krd.t. 6esk6
spol. nauk, tF. mat.-piir., 1945, 14, Prague 1946.

51. "Skarn" and its resorption by pegmatite at Li5nd near Nov6 M6sto n.M. (Czech with
English summary.) Sborni,k geolog. ristaztu, 18, 573-579, Prague 1951.

52. Mineralogie (with J. Novdk and O. Pac6k). (Textbook in Czech), pp.415, fig.329.
4th edition, Prague 1956.


