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DETERMINATION OF THE HEAVY ATOM CONTENT
IN CHLORITE BY MEANS OF THE

X-RAY DIFFRACTOMETER1

Wrr.lreu Petnur<, Mineral Sciences Division, Mines Branch,
Department of Mines and. Technical Suraeys, Ottawa, Canoila.

ABSTRACT

A relationship between the approximate iron content in chlorite and intensity data ob-
tained by means of lhe r-ray diffractometer has been established. Twenty-nine chemically
analysed chlorites whose compositions range from those of the iron-rich varieties to those of
the magnesium-rich varieties were studied. The results show that the intensities of r-rays
difiracted from even-ordered basal planes of chlorite are proportional to the number of
heavy atoms (Fef Mn-|Cr) in the octahedral layers of the mineral A ratio of these inten-
sities, expressed by the term (Iooztlooa)/Ioor, was selected as a variable factor representing
the intensity, and its reiationship to the number of atoms in the octahedral layers of chlorite
was derived.

INrnorucrroN

Chlorites are a group of hydrous sil icate minerais that have exceedingly
varied chemical compositions. A number of schemes for subdividing them
into species have been suggested (Winchell, 1936; Hey, 1954; Foster,
1962), and some relationships between their optical properties and chemi-
cal compositions have been established. Recent work has shown that it is
possible to relate the approximate composition of chlorites to certain
tr-ray diffraction data (Brown, 1955;Brindley and Gillery, 1956;Shirozu,
1958; Eckstrand, 1962; Schoen, 1962). The approximate Si content can
be determined by measuring the cell dimension c. The approximate
Fe*Mn content can be determined either by measuring the cell dimen-
sion b from the 060 reflection or by comparing intensities of :r-rays dif-
fracted from basal planes. The former has been investigated by Shirozu
(1958) and Eckstrand (1962) who showed that it can be used satisfac-
tori ly if there is no interference of the 060 reflection. The method based
on intensity measurements proposed by Brindley and Gillery (1956), and
tested to a l imited extent by Schoen (1962), involves converting intensi-
ties to structure factors. The present investigation was undertaken to
simplify the procedure and to provide an empirical relationship between
intensity data and the Fef Mn content in chlorite.

Srnuctunar, CnBilrrsrnv oF Crrr,oRrrES

Identification of a chlorite species by r-ray methods involves a consid-
eration of the finer details of r-ray dif iractometer data that are dependent
on both the chlorite structure and the isomorphous substitution of ions.

1 Crown Copyright Reserved.
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The chlorite structure consists of alternating layers of Si-O tetrahedra
and layers composed of a variety of ions in octahedral co-ordination (Fig.

1). One octahedral layer is bound between two tetrahedral layers that,
together, form a mica-like unit. Another l ies between two mica-like units
and forms a brucite-i ike layer. The chiorite structure is, therefore, inter-

MICA -  LIKE
UNIT

l< - -  S35  A+ l

Q = o ,  O = t o t r t '

O = Mg, Fe,  Mn, Cr '  Al ;

O  =  s i ,  A l ,  Fe1 'T i  i

Frc. 1. Unit cell of chlorite 010 plane.

preted as alternating mica-like units and brucite-l ike layers (Pauling,

1930;  McMurchy,  1934;  Br indley,  1951;  Ste inf ink,  1958).
A13+, and probably minor amounts of Tia+, Fe3+ and Cr3+ replace silicon

in the tetrahedral layers. Divalent and trivalent ions such as Mg2+, Fe2+,

Mn2+, Fe3+, Cr3+, and Al3+ replace one another in the octahedral layers.
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X-nav Axer,ysrs or Cnr,onrrBs tv MBnNs
or IxroNsrry MrasunBrrBlrts

Theoratical consid.erations The intensity of an *-ray beam difiracted from
a particular plane in a mineral depends largely upon the diffracting pow-
ers of atoms in the mineral. Whenever isomorphous substitution occurs
the diffracting powers of the new atoms may differ from those of the re-
piaced atoms and the intensity of the diffracted r-ray beam is changed
proportionately. The diffracting powers of heavy atoms that may be
present in sil icate minerals (e.g., Fe, Mn, Cr) are about twice as large as
the difiracting powers of the l ight atoms (r.g., Mg, Si, Al). Isomorphous
substitutions of l ight atoms by heavy atoms would, therefore, cause the
intensity of particular reflections to increase.

The reflections that would be affected by such substitutions are deter-
mined by the sites at which replacement occurs. In chlorites the main
replacement of l ight atoms by heavy atoms occurs in the octahedral
Iayers and causes reflections from these layers to increase. Similar re-
placements in the tetrahedral layers are negligible.

X-rays diffracted from the basal planes of chlorite represent reflections
from the octahedral and tetrahedral layers, and the intensity of a dif-
fracted x-ray bearn is a measure of the diffracting powers of atoms in
these layers.

Intensities of r-rays d.ifracted from even-ord,ered, bosal planes When *-rays
are diffracted from even-ordered basal planes of chlorite (002,004, etc),
reflections from the octahedral layers are in phase and reinforce each
other. Thus, if the heavy atom content in the octahedral layers is in-
creased, the intensity of an x-ray beam difiracted from an even-ordered
basal plane wil l increase proportionately.

Intensities of x-rays difracted. from od.d,-ord,ered. basal planes When r-rays
are diffracted from odd-ordered basal planes of chlorite (001,003, etc.),
reflections from the octahedral layers are out of phase and cancel each
other. If the two types of octahedral layers contain the same number of
l ight and heavy atoms, reflections from the octahedrai layers wil l be
cancelled completely. Under these conditions the intensity of an r-ray
beam difiracted from an odd-ordered basal plane represents only contri-
butions from the tetrahedral layers.

If the two types of octahedral layers contain different numbers of light
and heavy atoms, x-ray reflections from the octahedral layers will not
cancel each other completely. Under these conditions a diffracted x-ray
beam will represent contributions from the tetrahedral layers plus un-
cancelled contributions from the octahedral layers.

It is possible to determine whether the difierent octahedral layers con-
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tain unequal amounts of i ight and heavy atoms from the ratios of intensi-
ties of r-rays diffracted from the odd-ordered basal planes. The intensity
ol an x-ray beam diffracted from the 001 plane and the 005 plane in-
creases, and that difiracted from the 003 plane decreases, when the heavy
atom content in the octahedral layer of the micalike unit increases over
that in the brucite-like layer. The intensity of an r-ray beam diffracted
by the 001 plane, however, is unreliable due to the low angle of diffraction

Ioo:
Ioos

Frc. 2. Relationship between "degree of asymmetry" (number of heavy atoms in

micalike octahedral layer minus number of heavy atoms in brucite-like layer) and the
ratio Ioor/Ioos.

and,  therefore,  only Iooa and fs65 c&n be used wi th conf idence.  The theoret-

ical relationship between the ratio Ioor/foou and the number of heavy
atoms in the octahedral layer of the mica-like unit minus the number of
heavy atoms in the brucite-l ike layer was calculated and the results
plotted in Fig. 2.

The numerical expression for the number of heavy atoms in the octa-
hedral layer of the mica-Iike unit minus the number of heavy atoms in the
brucite-like layer is defined by the writer as the "degree of asymmetry"
and will be used in this manner throughout the remainder of the paper.
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Relationship between intensities anil heavy atom content in chlorite
(1) Symmetrical distribution

The preceding sections show that if the two types of octahedral layers
contain an equal number of heavy atoms (symmetrical distribution) the
following relationships are valid: (a) the intensity of. an x-ray beam dif-
fracted from an even-ordered basal plane increases in proportion to the
number of heavy atoms in the octahedral layers; (b) the intensity of an
r-ray beam difiracted from an odd-ordered basal plane is independent of
the heavy atom content in the two types of octahedral layers and is rela-
tively constant. Under these conditions a ratio of the above intensities
would be a measure of the heavy atom content in chlorite. The ratio
(I00r+I004)/Ioor wa.S selected as this measure because Iooz and f60a are the
strongest even-ordered basal reflections and the position of Iooa is rela-
tively near the 002 and 004 reflections.

(2) Asymmetrical distribution

When the two types of octahedral layers contain unequal numbers of
heavy atoms ("asymmetrical distribution") the intensity of an r-ray
beam diffracted from an even-ordered basal plane is still propoitional to
the number of heavy atoms in the octahedral layers, but that diffracted
from an odd-ordered basal plane is no longer constant. Under these condi-
tions the ratio (I662f IooE) /Iooa is not a reliable measure of the heavy atom
content in the octahedral layers. The value of Iooa c&n, however, be cor-
rected to the value it should have with a "symmetrical distribution" of
heavy atoms in the octahedral layers, and the ratio (Iooz*I oon) /Ioo, correcred
would then be a measure of the heavy atom content in the octahedral
layers.

A correction factor for the odd-ordered planes can be developed from
the equation:

IaI2 L.P. 1)

where I is the intensity of an *-ray beam diffracted from a particular
plane, F is the structure factor, and L.P. is the Lorentz poladzation fac-
tor. From equation 1 the following relationship may be derived:

**:#* 2)
r[syrn r trr

where I"u- is the intensity difiracted from a basal plane when both octa-
hedral layers contain equal numbers of light and heavy atoms ("symmet-
rical distribution"), and Iu""- is the observed intensity, which is the
intensity diffracted when the octahedral layers have an "asymmetrical
distribution" of heavy atoms. In chlorite F"n- for the 003 plane is 55.5;
with an asymmetrical distributioo Fu"nn, is 55.5 minus "degree of asym-



66 WILLIAM PETRUK

metry"X t2.3. 12.3 is the difierence between the effective diffracting

powers (atomic scattering factors) of Mg and Fe for the 003 plane of

chlorite irradiated with either iron, copper or cobalt radiation.
For the 003 plane of chlorite irradiated with either FeKa, CoKcY or

CuKa, equation 2 gives:

r - r .^,1 /------ 
l5J 5)' - -- - --\ ,,rsm -  ' snrohc" " 'oo '  

\ (55 .5  -  "degree o I  asymmet ry"  x  12  3)2 /

Ioo3 co"r""r".l is equal to I""-.

Intensity calculations Theoretical structure factors were calculated for

the basal planes of chlorites irradiated with Cu, Fe, and CoKa radiation.

The calculations were made according to the method outlined by Brind-

Iey and Gillery (1956) and Petruk (1959) by assuming that the atom
positions in chlorite are those reported by Brindley (1951) and that the

composition varies between (MgAI)6(SiAD4O10(OH)s and R6(AlSi)4O10
(OH)r, where R is Fe* Mn* Cr. In these calculations the atomic scatter-

(.%t
a.."" a.d

t 2 3 4 5 6

Number of heovy otoms in octohedrol loyers

Fro. 3. Theoretical relation between number of heavy atoms in octahedral layers of

chiorite and (Iooz*Ioor)/Ioor for FeKa, CuKa and CoKa radiation'
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LEGEND
Presen l  s ludy
F r o m  B l n d t e y , ( 1 9 5 6 )
From Stern f  rnk , (1958)
From Lophom,(1958)

Number of heovy otoms in octohedrol loyers
Frc' 4' observed relationship between (Ioo:-lrou)/roo: and number of heavy atoms in

octahedral layers in chlorite (FeKa, CuKa and CoKa radiation).

ing factors l isted in rnternational rables (1935) were used. Since Fe, Mn
and cr have similar atomic scattering factors, only those for Fe were
used. Theoretical ratios of (rooz*rooa)/rooa were then calculated from the
structure factors and the results plotted in Fig. 3.

Brindley and Gillery (1956) and schoen (1962) reported the carculated
structure factors for the basal planes of chlorite. These structure factors
were recalculated to (1002+1004)froos and plotted in Fig. 3. rt is noted that
the curve, obtained from values calculated by the writer, does not super-
impose upon either the one recalculated from Brindley and Gilrery's
structure factors or the one recalculated from the structure factors re-
ported by Schoen. The reason for the discrepancy between the curves is
not known.

Actual, relationship between the heaay atom contenl ,in chlor,ite and, the rati,o
(r00r+1014)/1663 The validity of the theoretical relationship between the
number of heavy atoms in the octahedral layers in chlorite and the ratio
(1002+I004)/r00r correcrcd. was tested by using iwenty-nine chemically ana-
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Tner,n 2. INrrNsrrv Rerros or X-Ravs Drlnnacrnn r.nolr Baslr Prnnns or Cnr,onrre

Sample

No of heavy
atoms in

octahedral
layers

0 . 1 4
0 . 3 6
0 3 7
0 4 0
0 . 4 1
0 6 7
0 .  7 5
0 9 7
1 . 6 8
1 . 7 3
1 . 9 6
2 . 0 9
2 2 0
2 2 3
Z . J J

2 . 5 5
2 . 6 3
2 . 7 0
2 . 7 1
2 . 7 4
3 1 0
3 . 2 4
3 . 6 9
3 . 8 6
3 .88
3 .98
4 . r 0
A  1 1

4 . 1 9

Ioos/Ioou
"Degree of

asymmetry"
(Fig. 2)

(Iooz*Imr)/

Iooa

(IomtIoor)/

foo! co."ected

Brindley l2t
Clark, L. A
Lapham ft22
Steinfinks
Lapham 110,
Lapham {242
Lapham 11l'z
63
64
Steinfink3
6 l
3058
7
I
3
NH-6

212-2A
66
ch 65
re7 -2
33
F-87
F-147
F-145
1s-4(3)
F-137
F-149
F-88

3 .39
3 8 0
3  . 5 4
3 4 4
3 . 7 2
4 . 1 2
4 3 4
3 . 5 2
3 . 5 0
2 . 5 3
3 . 4 2

3  . 3 1
3 . 3 1
J . J I

3 . 3 1
J . J I

3 . 6 7
3 . 2 0
2 . 8 6
3 . 2 3
3 . 2 3
2 6 3
2 . 7 5
2 -60
3 . 0 4
3 . 2 9
3 . 5 7
3  . 3 3

-0 .05
-  0 .36
- 0 . 1 5
- 0 . 1 0

-0 .52
-o.62
-u.  _t . )
- 0 . 1 4

+0 .60
-  0 .06

0.00
0.00
0 .00
0 0 0
0.00
0 0 0

-0.23
+0 10
+0 .35
+0 .07
+0 .07
+0 .54
+0.40
+0 .54
+0 .20
+0 03
- 0 . 1 6
- 0 . 0 1

2 . 5 2
2 . O 3
2 2 0
2 . 4 r
2 . 0 3
2 -O7
1 . 8 0
3 . 7 6
4 . t 3
6 . 1 r
4 . 6 5
4 . 9 5
5 . 6 3
5  . 8 1
4 . 9 7
. )  6 /

.)  .  6, /

7 0 0
6 . 6 0
6.  65
7 . 1 0
6 6 5
9 . 5 5
9 .45

t 2 . 1 5
9 .86
9 . 2 4
9 . 2 2
8  . 5 0

2  . 5 8
2 . 4 7
2 3 5
2 . s 2
2 . 3 0
' ,  <7

2 . 3 1
4-O4
4 4 0
4 . 5 8
4 . 7 9
4 . 9 5

5 .l. '1

4 . 9 7
5 . 8 7
J . a 5 /

7  . 7 5
6 . 4 7
5 .90
o . 6 . )

6 4 5
7 .40
7 8 5
9 . + 3
9 . 0 5
9 . 1 4
9 9 +
8  . 5 5

I Ratios recalculated from those reported by Brindley (1956).
2 Ratios calculated from intensities reported by Lapham (1958).
3 Ratios calculated from observed structure factors reported by Steinfink (1958).
All other ratios determined from measurements made by the writer.

iyzed chlor i tes whose value of  ( I00r+I0c4)/ Ioor could be obtained.  The

chemical analyses, calculated structure formulae and the heavy atom
content of the chiorites are given in Table 1. The structural formulae and
the heavy atom contents were calculated from the chemical analyses
according to the method outl ined by Foster (1962).

The values of (f002+1004)/Ip63 for twenty-two of the chlorites were ob-
tained from intensitv measurements made by the writer, and the values
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of (1002+1004)/1633 for the remaining seven chlorites were calculated from
observed intensities or structure factors reported in the l iterature (Table
2). Intensity measurements for the twenty-two chlorites studied by the
writer were made on finely powdered samples mounted in either standard
aluminum sample holders, or in copper sample holders recessed 0.002
inches. The samples were scanned in duplicate using FeKo and in some
cases, CoKa and CuKa radiation on both General Electric and Phil ips
r-ray diffractometers. The average ratios of loot/Ioou and (Iooz*Ioon)/Ioot
were determined from the intensities (peak height minus background)
and the value of Iooe w&s corrected by use of equation 3 and Fig. 2. The
values of (Iooz*Ioo+)/Iooa 

"n..""tod 
were then determined (Table 2) and plot-

ted in Fig. 4. The plotted points fail close to the calculated curve, and an
empirical curve obtained from these points superimposes upon the calcu-
Iated one.

CoNcrusrows

The approximate number of heavy atoms in the octahedral layers of
chlorite can be determined directly from intensities of r-rays difiracted
from the basal planes of this mineral. Since Fe is generally the major
heavy atom in chlorite this approach provides an approximation of the
Fe content in chlorite. The advantages of this method are its greater sim-
plicity in that it does not involve conversion of intensities to structure
factors, and that determinations are possible even when the chlorite has
not been separated from the other minerals in the sample. Results ob-
tained for the chlorites used in this investigation are in close agreement
with theoretical values.
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