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The mineralogy of human urinary stones from Calgary, Quito and Honolulu
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Abotrrct

The mineralogy of 848 human urinary stones from Calgary (60a), Quito (194) and Hono-
lulu (50) were determined and the data studied in relation to the age, sex, race or ethnic origin
of the stone formers, and also in terms of the size of the stones ( < 7 mm or 7 mm and larger)
and their location in the urinary tract. The results show that the Quito stone distribution
strongly resembles that typically perceived to be characteristic of human stone disease in
western industrialized countries (i.e., primarily the calcium stones whewellite, weddellite and
apatite). An unusual aspect of Quito struvite stones (10% of the total) is that they are
essentially restricted to males with chronic urinary infection. Filipinos and Chinese in Hono-
lulu seem to produce stones at a rate equal to twice their proportion in the population
whereas those of Hawaiian lineage produce half as many stones. Stones from Calgary fit into
the broad ranges characteristic of western stone disease and are the source of the only
pediatric stones encountered in this study.

Introduction (Wurster et al., 1970) is almost exclusively concerned with
Certain minerals, such as whewellite (CaCrOn.HrO), uricite. There is one publishsed study of 100 patients with

weddellite (CaCrOo.2H21),struvite (MgNHnpbn 6H;O) urinary stones from Ecuador (Paz y Miio et al., 1978), in
and uricite (CrHuNoO.; commonly caied uric acid) ari which.stonelyge, location in the urinary tract, patient oc-
rare in geological environments. These minerals, along with cupation and ce\in medical data are discussed'

others such as apatite, brushite (caHpoo.2Hroj and ^From 
the above zurvey, it is clear that there is a paucity

whitlockite (carMgH(pon)r), as well as a tew ptr'ases not of studies. relating mineralogical stone type with sex, age,
yet found as minerals ie.g., cystine, ammonium acid uratel race or ethnic origin of the stone formers. To remedy this,
are frequently found in human urinary stones (calculi) Y.e prTenl a study of human urinary stones from three
which are usually in the kidney but may occur anywhere in distinctly different localities in an attempt to interrelate the
the urinary tract- above variables.

The classic paper on the mineralogy of human urinary
stones (Prien and Frondel, 1947) focussed on the identifi- Materials and methods
cation of mineral phases in urinary stones, and did not The mineralogy of the g4g stones was determined pri_
concern itself with variations in sex, age, race or ethnic marily by polariiing optical microscopy, augmented where
origin of the stone formers in relation to the numerous necessary by X-ray diffraction and infrared spectroscopy.
mineral phases. Similarly, the few papers on human patho- The sources of the stones are as follows: 6(X from Foot_
logical mineralogy published in the mineralogical literature hills Hospital , Calgary; 194 from Carlos Andrade Marin
(Gibson, 1974; Mansfield and Griffrth, 1976) are primarily Hospital, euito; 5b fiom Kaiser Medical Center, Hono_
concerned with the qualitative mineralogy of human lulu. The siones from all localities were obtained during
stones. There are a few well-documented historical and lg77_l9g} and represent uninterrupted sequences (i.e,
geographical studies on the variations in the incidence of every stone received during the period was studied).
urinary calculi from various localities in Europe, the Near All 50 stones from Honolulu were removed surgically,
East, Thailand and the United States (e.g., Lonsdale, 1968; whereas those from Calgary and Quito include both surgi-
Sutor et al-, 1974; Prasongwatana et al., 1983), but there cally removed and passed varieties. To make the discussion
are no studies from Canada, and the only one from Hawaii of the results between all localities comparable, those
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stones from Calgary and Quito 7 mm or greater in their
maximum dimension were assumed to have been surgically
removed; those less than 7 mm were assumed to have been
passed. This division was used because it is one guideline
used at Foothills Hospital to determine whether or not
surgery is necessary. We have checked the available records
of several hundred Calgary patients and many of the Quito
patients and find that the 7 mm division is reliable in about
85% of the cases. Exceptions are principally due to break-
age during or after surgery; occasionally, large stones are
passed (e.g., one 60-year-old Quito female passed a l-cm
stone).

Data on age and sex of the patient, and the location of
the stone (e.9., ureter) were collected for correlation with
stone composition. In the case of the Honolulu patients,
information on ancestry (e.g., Filipino) and the number of
years the patient lived in Hawaii were also collected. Data
on ancestry, either Caucasian or mixed Indian-Spanish,
were obtained for the Quito patients. The distinction be-
tween the two groups is based dolely on the physical ap-
pearance and personal data of the patients, and only mini-
mal emphasis should thus be placed on this parameter;
indeed, it is possible to suggest that almost all Ecuadorians,
except some special groups which constitute no more than
l5Y' of the population, are mixed to some degree. Data
were also obtained on the occupations of most of the Quito
patients.

All stones reported herein to be from Quito were care-
fully screened to ensure that they are from patients from
Quito and/or the adjacent high mountainous area of Ecua-
dor. Histories of the patients show that most are long-time

residents of the region and travel very little. Due to the
migratory nature of North Americans, we know that some
stones produced by the Calgary and Honolulu patients
must have been forming while the patients lived elsewhere.
However, as it is impossible to quantify this variable, we
assume that all stones from these two areas formed locallv.

Results

The mineralogy of stones as a function of stone size and
racial characteristics of the stone formers is given in Table
1. Table 2 lists the ratio of males to females, their average
ages and, where known, the original location of the stones
in the urinary tract, in relationship to racial characteristics
and stone size. Figures 1-5 show various aspects of the
distributions.

Honolulu

The ratio of males to females (Table 2) of 1.3 for the total
population is the lowest in this study. For Caucasians, the
ratio is 6.5 (13 males: 2 females); for the non-Caucasians,
the ratio of 0.8 is remarkably low. Among Japanese stone
patients (Fig. 1), females outnumber males 6 to 1, whereas
for Filipinos and Hawaiians the comparable numbers are 7
to 5 and 5 to 3, respectively; males produced all four stones
from those of Chinese origin. Whether or not such distri-
butions are truly representative awaits the study of larger
stone populations from this locality. The average age of
Honolulu stone formers .is 49 years; if information on
passed stones had been available, the average would have
been somewhat lower. Thus. stone disease in Honolulu is

Table 1. Summary ofoccurrences ofurinary stones (number ofstones)

Type o f  S tone Ca l  gary  Qu i to
C a u c a s i a n  M i x e d

<7 mm >7 mm <7 rrn >7 mm <7 rrn >7 nm

Hono l  u Iu
u c a s t a n

(a l  l  surg ica l  l y  removed)

s t a n

whewe l l i t e  ( pu re )
weddel  I  i te (pure)
whewel l  i te + weddel  l i te
whewe l l i t e  t  r vedde l l i t e  +  apa t i t e
apa t i t e  ( pu re )
s t r uv i t e  ( pu re )
s t r uv i t e  +  apa t i t e

( twhewe11  i t e  and /o r  wedde l l i t e )
s t r uv i t e  +  u r i c  ac i d  +  apa t i t e
u r i c  a c i d  ( o u r e )  1 =  u r i c i t e )
u r i c  ac i d  +  apa t i t e
u r i c  ac i d  +  t vhewe l l i t e
u r i c  ac i d  d i hyd ra te
b rush i t e  +  apa t i t e

( twhewe l  I  i t e  and /o r  wedde l1 i t e )
cys t i ne  (pu re )
cys t i ne  +  apa t i t e  o r  whewe l l i t e
wh i t l ock i t e  +  apa t i t e
ammoniun acid urate
armonium acid urate + ur ic  acid
octacalc iun phosphate

TOTAL

66
7

85
195
1 9
2
8

?4
2
7
I

12

1

I
I

6
I

2 t
do

10
2

l4

I

14

I

- 2

6 1 7
- 2

2 9

L 2

a t

1 8 3
2 -

2 0 7
23 ?5
2 -

6 9

1 1
1 -

2 T

1 -

1 -

1 57 7435

N o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  t a b u l a t i o n  a r e  2 9  a r t ' i f a c t s  ( m a t e r i a l s  s h o w n  t o  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  u r i n a r y  t r a c t )
f rom Ca lgary  and 5  f rom 0u i to .
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Table 2. Selected statistics on urinary stones from Honolutu, Quito, and Calgary (M : male F : female)

Loca'l i  ty Number of  Rat io M/F
Stones ioui 

--l-r 
nnr t7 nrm

Number of stones t ' t t  Averaqe Age
UppET-lii'lT-----l6ilEi--Tract M.7 nrn M'fffi---Ti7-mm F'7 nrn

l ' l F M F

Honol  u l  u*-Totaf

Caucas i  an
Non-Caucas i  an*r

Qu i t o
Total
Caucasi  an
M'i xed

Cal  qarv
Total

-  1 . 3
-  6 . 5
-  0 . 8

2 . 7  2 . 0
2 . 2  1  . 4
3 .  3  2 . 3

50
I f ,

35

1 9 4  2 . 5
7 t  2 . 0

123 2.8

2 8 2 2 0 0
i 3 2 0 0
1 5 2 0 0 0

8 3 4 5 2 4 2
3 1 1 8 2 1
5 2 2 7 2 2 1

4 l

49
53
45

46
40
48

50

J 3

35

49
43
50

36
37

604 2 . 5 491503752 . 62 . 5

40
40
40

47

As al l  Honolulu stones vrere surqical ' lv  renoved. there are no data for  stones <7 mm.
For consistency wi th Fig.  2,  th6 two i ,or tuguese (1 male age 54 and I  female age 77) l iv ing in Honolu1u are
c l ass i f i ed  as  non -Caucas ian -
Upper t ract  inc ludes stones f rom the k idney,  ureter  and pelv is;  lower t ract  inc ludes those f ron the bladder '
urethra,  prostate (4 f rom Calgary)  and i leal  condui t  (1 f rom Calgary)
There are 40 stones f rom Qui to a 'nd 22 f ronr Ca' lgary whose locat ion (upper or ' lower t ract)  are not  g iven on the
rpdical  records.  l ' lost  of  the stones that  were passed are l is ted as k idney stones and are included in the
stat is t ics for  the upper t ract .

t

i t

characteristic of middle life, especially so in the case of the
uric acid stone formers (average age 58).

Struvite stones (11 out of 50) constitute 22%o of all the
surgically removed stones, whereas the calcium stones ac-

HONO'I-ULU
(i5)ElCoucosion {7}ElJoponeso (i)mlndlon-Hlndu oFemole
(2)U Portuguese @lAHouoiion (4)E Chinese ^ Mols

(,r2)NFllipino (1)ESomoon (All 3lonessuiglcollytlmovcdl

Fig. 1. Graphical presentation of urinary stone distributions at
Kaiser Foundation Hospital, Honolulu, based on age, sex, and
ethnic or racial origin. Numbers in parentheses e.g. (15) preceding
Caucasian, indicate the number of stones for each ethnic or racial
group (15 stones from Caucasians). Portuguese are considered
separately from other Caucasians in this study.

count for 66% of occurren@s. Most (9 out of 11) struvites
are from non-Caucasians, specifically from Hawaiians (3),
Japanese (3), Filipinos (2) and Portuguese (1). Females pro-
duced 10 out of 11 of these stones and all came from the
upper tr€rct (9 from the kidney and 2 from the ureter). The
relative abundance of the uric acid stones (12%) is low,
because when such stones are diagnosed at Kaiser Medical
Center, they are generally dissolved (by sodium bicarbon-
ate, followed by Allopurinol treatment). All uric acid stones
which were removed are from males (3 Caucasians, 2 Fili-
pinos and I Hawaiian-Caucasian).

The ethnic distribution of those who formed stones
which required surgical removal (Table 3) shows that the

Table 3. Urinary stone distribution in Hawaii by racial or ethnic
ongm

o
UJ
zp
F
a
l!
o
E
UJ
d)=
z

E t h n i c  o r i g i n  K a i s e r  F o u n d a t i o n  H o s p i t a l

H e a l t h  P l a n  S t o n e  0 i s t r i b u t i o n
l lef ters (%)* (Number) (g).*

State of Hayai i** i

Populat lon Stone
D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( g ) '

C a u c a s i a n
C h i  n e s e
F i l  i D i n o . .
Hawai ianrr
Japanese
K0rean
Samoan
0ther

I n d i  a n - H i  n d u
Portuguese

Total

1 . 9  0
29.3 25.2
6 . 2  1 0 . 7

1 4 . 3  2 7  . 2
1 8 . 3  4 . 7
24.9 26.1
1 . 8  0
1 . 3  0 . 8
2 . 0  1 . 3

4 . 1
29.3
3 . 9

1 0 . 6
28.2
n . 2
2 . t
2 . 5
8 . 1

100*

( l )
( 2 )

( s 0 )

( 0 )
( 1 5 )
( 4 )

( 1 2 )
( 8 )
( 7 )
( 0 )
( 1 )

0***
30"
8 .

l4
0
2

2
4

I00*

* oata fron 900 mmbers of the Kaiser Health Plan usinq Kaiser Foundat ion
H o s p i t a l ,  H o n o l u l u .

** Stoire di i t r ibut ion based on stones fron Kaiser Foundat ion Hospital  Hhere
al l  Dat ients are rembers of the Plan.

* i*  Data from State of Hduai i  Health Survey (plus barracks and inst i tut ion

t Bi l l l " l i ! i l ;ort ion (s) ror the state or t lawal i  based on re-calculat ion
fr@ stone occurrences and ethnic or igins of rembers uslng Kaiser

.  .  Foundat ion Hospital  ,
TI.  Includes those who are part-Hawa1lan.
Ttr Includes one caucasian-Korean.
I  I n c l u d e s  t H o  F i l i D i n o - c h i n e s e .* *  

I n c l u d e s  s e v e n  m i i t u r e s  ( 2  H a w a l i a n - F i l i p i n o s i  2  H a w a i i a n - C a u c a s i a n s ;
1 Hawdi ian-Japanese; I  Hdrai ian-Portuguese; I  Hawai ian-Chinese) '

AGE (Yeors)



Filipinos and Chinese seem to have the highest incidence of
stone disease (about twice their percentage of the popu-
lation). Those of Hawaiian (including part-Hawaiian)
origin have lower than proportional stone incidence but, as
indicated above, they have a high proportion of struvite
stones (3 out ofa total of8 stones; Fig. l).

Quito

For the population as a whole, male stone formers out-
number females by factors of 2.7 (for stones < 7 mm) and
2.0 (for stones 27 mm) (Table 2). Among the mixed
Indian-Spanish, males have a higher incidence ofstone dis-
ease than do females, compared to the Caucasians. The
average age of stone formers in Quito (males ,|() and 46,
females 35 and 36, depending on stone size) is the lowest
among the three localities studied, and reflects the young
age ofthe general population (Figs. 2 and 3).

There are 19 struvite stones out of I94. or l0% of the
total. Among the 27 mm stones, struvites constitute 11
out of 63 stones, or l7%o, and occur primarily among the
mixed population. An interesting feature of the struvite dis-
tribution (Fig. 3) is the fact that of the total of 19 stones of
this type, 18 were produced by males; usually struvite
stones are much more abundant in females (e.g., Honolulu,
Fig. l). The one female who had a struvite stone was born
in Germany and frequently travels abroad; consequently,
the stone may not have formed in Quito. The fact that 17
of the 18 males are shown as being of mixed Indian-
Spanish origin is not considered significant because of the

ourTo
N Mlxed Fl Coucosion

AGE (Yeors)

Fig. 2. Graphical presentation of the distribution of all stones
from Quito based on age, sex, size and race (Caucasian or mixed
Indian-Spanish).
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Fig. 3. Graphical presentation of the distribution of struvite
and uric acid stones from Quito based on age, sex, size and race.

method of classification indicated earlier and the medical
histories of the patients discussed below.

Occupations of the struvite patients vary from farm la-
borer to public accountant, and their ages range from
18-95 years. Most seem to have balanced, high carbo-
hydrate diets and, except for one, they rarely travel from
the Quito area. Although most were born and live in
Quito, several live in outlying cities. A study of the medical
histories available for 16 of the 18 males who had struvite
stones shows: (a) eight are paraplegic; (b) most (13) oftheir
stones occurred in the bladder; (c) three of the patients had
prostate problems and two had brain damage; and (d)
every one had a chronic urinary infection. With respect to
the last observation, a higher percentage of urinary infec-
tion was also present in the calcium oxalate stone formers
from Quito compared to these types of stone formers from
other parts of the world (Paz y Mifro et al., 1978).

Other stone types (six uric acid, one cystine and one
ammonium acid urate) constitute only 4%o of the Quito
stones. Calcium stones account for 86%o of the distribution.
A large percentage of the stones from the mixed Indian-
Spanish group are from the lower urinary tract (Table 2),
which can be accounted for by the high incidence of stru-
vite stones (13 examples) from the bladder.

Calgary

No statistics are available on the racial or ethnic mix of
the Calgary stone formers. Figures available on the general
population of Calgary show that most (at least 81.7%) are
Caucasian whose ancestry (in 1981) can be traced to the
United Kingdom (55.9%), Germany (9.5%), France (4.8%\,
the Ukraine (3.5%), Scandinavia (3.I%), Holland (2.7%\
and Italy (2.2%). Chinese (3.0o/.), other Asiatics (4.4%\,
Native Peoples (O.9%) and all others (10.0%), including an
undetermined number of Caucasians, constitute the re-
mainder.

The ratio of male to female stone formers is 2.5 with
essentially no difference between those whose stones are
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< 7 mm and > 7 mn (Table 2, Fig. q. The average ages of
male stone formers (47 and 50 depending on size) are about
5 years older than those of comparable females (41 and 45).
However, from Figure 4 it can be seen that the age distri-
bution is bimodal; the younger group is about 20-35 years
in age, whereas the older group starts at 45 years and
decreases markedly at 65 years. The younger distribution
can be explained by the fact that Calgary has a very young
population (360/o of the population is between 20 and 34
years of age and only 22o/o of the population is 45 years of
age or older; 1981 data). Uric acid stone formers are con-
siderably older (58 for males and 62 for females), as shown
in Figure 5. On average, struvite stone formers seem to be
younger than the general stone-forming population (based
on only 27 stones).

The abundant calcium stones (whewellite, weddellite and
apatite) constitute 85% of the <7 mm stones and 74%o of
the 2 7 mm stones. If the brushite stones are included with
the more common calcium stones, the figures become 897o
and 79%o, respectively. Struvites account for 3% of the
smaller stones and loo/o of the larger stones (5% of the
total); comparable figures for uric acid stones are 8o/o and
7%. The rernaining stones account for 2o/o (<7 mm) and
5% (>7 mm), respectively, of the total stone occurrences,
and are mostly cystine.

The Calgary struvite stone formers are predominantly
female (6 out of 10 stones) for stones < 7 mm, but males
outnumber females 10 to 7 for stones ) 7 mm (Fig. 5). Only
5 struvite stones could be identified from the medical re-
cords as having come from the bladder and one was from
an ileal conduit; the remainder were either from the
kidney, uretero or passed. Males produced 38 out of the
total of 44 urjc asid stones. Ten Calgary children (9 males
and I female < 17 years of age) produced urinary stones.

Fig. 4. Graphical presentation of the distribution of all stones
from Calgary based on age, sex and size.
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Fig. 5. Graphical presentation of the distribution of struvite
and uric acid stones from Calgary based on age, sex and size.

Mixed calcium oxalates and/or apatite occurred in 3 cases,
and there were two stones each of uric acid, struvite and
cystine, and one of pure apatite; the 2 uric acid and the 2
struvite stones were each produced by different multiple
stone formers. These results are in agreement with previous
studies which showed that in most pediatric patients, con-
trary to prevailing opinions, most calculi are not of the
struvite type (Sinno etal.,1979).

Discussion

The results from Calgary, Quito and Honolulu show cer-
tain significant differences in the occurrence of urinary
stones with respect to several variables (e.g" age, race, sex,
size) but they also show numerous similarities. With re-
spect to the similarities, we might note that as far as the
relative proportion of individual mineralogical stone types
are concerned, the Quito stone distributions are remark-
ably similar to those of Calgary, e.g., in both places calcium
stones account for about 85% of the total, the ratio of male
to female formers is 2.5, small uric acid stones ( < 7 mm) are
2 to 3 times more common than large ones, and large
struvite stones (]7 mm) are about 1.5 times more abun-
dant than small ones. In fact, based on the Quito data
alone one might reach the conclusion that the Quito stones
indicate a very western, industrialized society (Lonsdale,
1968, discusses the characteristics of stone types in western
industrialized societies). This conclusion would be rein-
forced by the absence of pediatric stone disease in Quito,
and the normal occurrence ofstruvite stones (about lO% ot
the total). Furthermore, we have statistics on the oc-
cupations of the Quito stone formers @ut not Calgary or
Honolulu) and, as reported by Lonsdale (1968), those en-
gaged in administrative work in western societies are many
more times likely to develop urinary stones than are labo-
rers or agricultural workers. The actual occupations of
Quito stone formers (and the number of stones formed)
are: professionals, including teachers and nurses (46), oflice
workers (35), business people and merchants (27), laborers
and industrial workers (21), housewives (12), farmers (7),

STRUVITE STONES >7mh
N . f l  T E R A O E A G E . f g

URIC ACID STONES <?md
N . ! 3 ,  A V E i A G E S E ' 5 8

o r  E 9 +
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paraplegics (8), others, such as taxi drivers and students (5),
and unknown (33).

There are several differences in the characteristics of the
stone formers in the three localities, some less obvious than
others. For example, the ratio of upper to lower urinary
tract stones for Quito Caucasians (primarily of Spanish
origin) is 16 to 1 compared to Calgary Caucasians (pri-
marily of northern European origin), for whom the ratio is
9 to l. Similar comparisons with Honolulu stone data are
not possible, as at Kaiser Medical Center it is assumed that
stones in the lower urinary tract will eventually pass, and
hence they are not removed surgically. Also, there are ap-
parently only 4 multiple (i.e. repetitive) stone formers in the
Quito stone population (194 stones) and each produced 2
stones. Among the Calgary stone formers (6(X stones),
there were 38 people who produced 2 stones,9 who pro-
duced 3 stones, 4 who produced 4 stones and one each who
produced 5, 6, and 13 stones. The only previous study of
stone disease in Hawaii (Wurster et al., 1970) showed: (a)
the incidence of uric acid calculi in Oriental patients, par-
ticularly Chinese, Japanese and Filipinos, to be high; (b)
that at least 27% of all stones produced by the indigenous
population were uric acid stones; and (c) that approxi-
mately 5O% of the cases with uric acid calculi required
some form of surgical intervention. Our results, based only
on large, surgically removed stones do not confirm the
earlier results for reasons we cannot explain. Clearly, there
is a need for more studies on stone disease from Hawaii in
order to isolate the fundamental reasons for the observed
distributions.
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