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information is frequently used by other scientists who are not likely to
have a broad mineralogical background. The question of how much
explanatory detail should be incorporated in a paper is thereforea matter
of judgement on the part of the author, the edilor, and the referees. A
uniform standard is unrealistic under these circumstances. perhaps the
best that can be said on the matter is that the author should have a clear
conception of the readership to which his paper is directed, and that the
wealth, or paucity, of detail provided be consistent with this conception.

scientific soundness should be an unequivocal precept, but it is not
achieved solely by statistical analysis. certainly all reported observations
and measurements should be reproducible, within certain limits, by
another observer. But should a statistical analysis be made of all reported
mineralogical observations? unquestionably many types of measure-
ments can be treated statistically, and authotr rr" uig"a to undertake
statistical analyses in these cases. on the other hand, m"any observations
are of a qualitative nature, and are less readily amenable, if at all, to
statistical treatment; in such cases it is better to have qualitative assess-
ments than none at all. This is again a matter of judgement for the parties
concerned with writing and evaluating the technical paper.

In summary, although lo firm rures regulating putlication policy for
The canadian Mineralogist are propo.ed, ,r".r"rih"r"", some iuiderinesare suggested, and some indication is given of the problems cJnfronting
an editor in attempting to maintain reasonable and consistent standards.
It should be added, parenthetically, that this note has been read. and
appr-oved before publication by the other members of the executive of
the Nlineralogical Association of canada, including the editor of The
Canadian Mineralogist.

Ottawa, December, 196g.
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minerals and the history of Canadian geologists. Inquiries to n. f. y.
Scoates, Manitoba Mines Branch, g00 Norquay Building, Winnipeg.


