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Specimens from Latium, Italy, labelled
"Lazttrit€' or 'olapis Laz;:Ii", found their way
into mineral collections throughout the world
following the publication of t}re Sixth Edition of
Dana's "System of Mineralogy'' in 1892. The
Redpath Museum collection, fq1 q(arnple, in-
cludes specimens from all five of the lazurite
localities listed in this edition. Dana described
the Latium lazurite as being found "in lime-
stone inclusions in the peperino of Latium"
(Dana 1892, p. 433) and gave as reference J.
Striiver's article'oDie Mineralien Latiums",
which was published in Volume I of the Zeit-
schrift fiir Krystallographie und Mineralogie
(Striiver 1877).

Our recent studies of Redpath Museum lazu-
rites included specimen 2919F, which appears to
be typical of that described by Striiver and Dana
as Latium lazurite. However, it turns out to be
sodalitg as shown in Table 1.

Although such material does not appear to
have been offered for sale in recent years, it is
probable that a number of older collections still
have specimens of a blue mineral from Latium
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mislabelled "lazurite". Lr catalogues and on
specimen labels the locality may be given as:
Ariccia" Rome; Larricia, near Albano ; or, the
Albano Hills near Rome. It is suggested that
curators of cpllections containing specimens ac-
quired shortly after the publication of the 1892
Dana, check the identification of o'lazwite-" from
the Latium location.

We thank lvh. L. Larson for help with the
electron-probe analysis.
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Manrscript, receiued Septembo, I W 3.

"Lazurlte', 2919F (Redpati l4useun) Sodal l te Lazurl tes!l phur-rlch haiynet

Nas(Al 6sl6)024c1 2 
(Na'ca)8(AI 6sl 6)024 

(s,s04'cl )2

2,27-2.33 glcn3t 2.38-2.45 slss3 x

2.273-2.3i5 glq3
'1.483-1.487t 1.496-1.505(Haiyne+)
8.91-8.83ri 9.08fr,r
f3ztt 43n(?)ttt

0n the basJs of 12(A1+si)-

liT* (Nue.szq . orc"o.or Feo.o: )r-r(Al6.26sl 5.2+)r., r(0zl.ascto. ssl ,-r0r1 t.zf.tz) ,-,as cell
c0ntent
,(reasured) 2.26 s/q3
,(calculated) 2.225 gla3

o(A)
Space group

1.490(5)  (wh l te  l l sh i )
8.857(5) at 20oc
fr3n

- L a t c u t a t e d  l r c n  e l e c t r c n  p r c D e  a n a t y s l s  H n l c n  g o v e  s e  f o t i o w t n g  w e l g h t  p e r  c e n t  o x t d e s  t 0 : 4 ; :  5 1 u 2  J b . J U r  A t 2 u 3  J J . / 4 '  n a z u  z z . u l '  r e u  u . u / l
Cao 0.03, Kro 0.01, Cl-  6.87, S- 0.01, total  98.38 sfter @rrect lon for snlons.
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