
Canadian Mineralogist
Vol. 17, pp. 831-845 (1979)

SERPENTINIZATION OF THE BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN ULTRAMAFIC BODY,
VERMONT: MASS BALANCE AND REACTION AT

THE METASOMATIG FRONT"

THEODORE C. LABOTKAT mo ARDEN L. ALBEE
Division ol Geological and Planetary Sciences, California Ltstitute ol Technology,

Pasadena, California 91125, US-4.

ABSTRACT

Chrysotile-asbestos veins that cut the relatively
unaltered dunite core of the ultramafic body at
Belvidere Mountain, Vermont, are bordered by
symmetrical serpentinite zones composed of anti-
gorite, magnetite and brucite. This serpentinite is
separated from the dunite host by a sharp reaction
front, and the modal mineralogy and mineral chem-
istry of the two rock-types adjacent to the front
were determined in order to characterize the ser-
pentinization reaction. A mass balance of bulk
chemistry indicates that the serpentinite formed
by the addition of SiOs and HzO, loss of Ha, and
without net loss of magnesium. A reaction that
most closely represents the serpentinization front
is: 100 olivine * 25 SiO, + t29 HzO = 31
antigorite -f 4 magnetite * 4 Hg. The presence of
essentially monomineralic zones suggests that SiOr
HrO and Hz activititis were externally controlled.
I-ocal concentrations of brucite indicate that the
activities of those compotrents were locally appro-
priate for the stability of brucite.

Sotutvrerns

Le noyau de dunite relativement fraiche du
massif ultramafique de Belvidere Mountain (Ver-

mont, USA) est recoup6 par des filons d'asbeste-
chrysotile bord6s sym6triquement de zones de ser-
pentine. Un front de r6action s6pare nettement do
la rlunite cette serpentine, compos6e d'antigorite,
magn6tite et brucite. Afin d'6tablir la r6action de
serpentinisation, nous avons d6termin6 la min6ra-
logie modale et la chimie des min6raux des deux
types de roche en pr6sence, de part et d'autre du
front de r6action. Le bilan massique du chimisme
global montre gue la serpentine s'est form6e par

uAaition de SiOz et HzO, avec perte de Hz, mais
non de magn6sium. La r6action 100 olivine + 25

SiO, + l2t IJ..O = 31 antigorite + 4 magn6tite

* 4 H, repr6sente au mieux la serpentinisation'
Le caractbre essentiellement monomin6ralique des

zones fait penser que l'activit€ de SiOr, H2O et Hr
6tait r6el6s de I'extdrieur, et des cotrcentrations
locales de brucite impliguent que cette activit6
favorisait localement la stabilit6 de la brucite.

(Traduit par la R6daction)

INrnoPuctroN

The ultramafic body at Belvidere Mountain,
Vermont, has preserved a relatively unaltered
dunite core within massive serpentinite. The
dunite is cut by chrysotile veins that are sym-
metrically bordered by serpentinite zones. The
sharp reaction-front between dunite and ser-
pentinite was studied in order to characterize the
physical-chemical nature of the serpentinization
process.

Serpentinization has commonly been con-
sidered to occur either isovolumetrically or by
simple hydration. Thayer (L966, 1967) sug-
gested that the preservation of euhedral olivine
pseudomorphs and relict primary chromite layer-
ing indicated volume-for-volume replacement of
peridotite by serpentine, and that the excess
MgO (and CaO) evolved during reaction may
be deposited far from the serpentinite. Hostetler
et al, (1966) considered that large-scale removal
of MgO is unsupported by field evidence, and
they, as well as Coleman & Keith (1971) and
Page (1967a, b), argued that no significant
am-ount of material is removed during serpenti-
nization, that serpentinization occurs basically
by hydration of the anhydrous peridotite assem-
biage, and that the large volume-change of the

reaction is reflected by the abundant fractures
and shear zones in serpentinites.

The Belvidere Mountain ultramafic body pro-

vides excellent examples of arrested serpentiniza-
tion. The sharp metasomatic front near the

chrysotile veins separates reactants (dunite)

from products (serpentinite), and the determina-
tion of modal mineralogy, mineral distribution'

mineral chemistry and bulk compositions con-
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Frc. 1. Location and general geology of the Belvidere Mountain area,
Vermont.

strains the type of reaction that may occur at
the front.

GsorocY oF THE BELvTDERE MouNralN Anse

The Belvidere Mountain ultramafic body,
located in north-central Vermont, is one link in
a north-trending chain of alpine-type ultramafic
bodies that extends from Massachusetts into
Qu6bec (Cady et aI. 1963, Chidester 1968, Chi-
dester e/ al. 1978). The northern part of tle
chain occurs on the east limb of tle Green
Mountain anticlinorium, which in ,the Belvidere
Mountain area comprises folded metasedi-
mentary and metavolcanic rocks of Cambrian
age. Figure 1 shows the general geology of
Belvidere Mountain. The serpentinite was em-
placed along the contact between a pelitic schist
unit and an amphibolite unit in Late Ordovician
(?) time; the margins of the serpentinite have
developed local shear-zones that are foliated
parallel to the contacts. The principal episode
of folding and metamorphism occurred during
the Devonian, but a record of an earlier fold-
ing and metamorphic event is preserved in
the vicinity of Belvidere Mountain and
Tillotsen Peak (Laird & Albee, in press). Whole-
sale serpentinization of the dunite probably
occurred during emplacemento but at Belvidere
Mountain a core of relatively unaltered dunite
is preserved. During subsequent metamorphism,

metasomatic alteration of the serpentinite oc-
curred. At the .margins of the serpentinite, zones
of talc * magnesite and steatite were developed
against a thin shell of chlorite schist (blackwall)
at the contact with albi.te schist. Locally, the
talc zones were not developed, and the country
rock was altered to a serpentine-ohlorite rosk
and calc-silicate rock (i.e., rodingite: Chidester
1 968). During metamorphism, cross-fibre chryso-
tile-asbestos veins developed in the ultramafis
body, and where these veins cut relatively un-
altered dunite, metasomatic zones of antigorite
serpentinile occur between the chrysotile Veins
and dunite.

ANALYTICAL MstHops

Many of the chrysotile-serpentinite veins that
cut dunite are less than 3 cm wide and may be
covered by one thin section. Phase compositions
were determined by electron-microprobe anal-
ysis with a MAC-5*SA3 automated.microprobe.
Operating conditions are 15 kV accelerating
potential and O.05 pa sample crurent on brass.
Intensity data were reduced on-line using the
technique of Bence & Albee (1968) and the
correction factors of Albee & Ray (1970) with
simple oxide and silicate standards. Precision
was monitored by replicate analyses of well-
characterized garnet and olivine and found
to be n2Vo for major elements and -IAVo for
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minor elements. HsO was not directlv deter-
mined, but is calculated by differense. Owing
to the effect of the high OH content on the
correction factors, the analyses for brucite have
been normalized to the tleoretical total for
Mg(OH)g.

Modal data were determined by optical point-
count of three parts of the thin sections: dunite,
the entire chrysotile vein plus the serpentinite
zone, and the serpentinite zone within 2 mm
of the reaction front. The mode of the ser-
pentinite in ABM 1000 was determined by
microprobe using automatic point-selection and
phase identification by an energy-dispersive
analyzer (Chodos et al. 1977). Representative
analyses of phases in five samples are given
in Tables 1 to 5. The modes and mineral com-
positions were used to calculate the bulk com-
positions of dunite and serpentinite for three
$amples.

Pnttooneptrv

This study is based on five samples (AR-13f,
ABM-1000, ABM-1001, ABM-1003, VAE-2)
selected frorn the extensive collection used by
Chidester et al, (1978) and which represent
the textural varieties of chrysotile veins. The
metasomatic serpentinite in these sa.mples con-
sists of a cross-fibre asbestos vein and a border-
ing serpentinite zone within the relatively unal-
tered dunite (Fig. 2). The central vein is a few
millimetres wide and consish of chrysotile and
magnetite. The fibre axis of chrysotile is oriented
perpendicular to the walls of the vein and the
chrysotile has an asbestos habit. The asbestos-
magnetite vein is bordered by the serpentinite
alteration-zone; the width of the serpentinite
zone is symmetrical across the vein and ranges
from less than 1 cm to several centimetres. In
hand specimen the serpentinization front is
knife-sharp, and the transition from the light
green dunite to dark green seqpentinite occurs
over a distance of less than 1 mm. The dunite
is generally structureless except that, in some
samples, chromite grains form layers a few mm
to a few cm wide.

The petrography and mineralogy of the dunite,
the serpentinite front and the serpentinite zone
are described below. In addition, sample VAE-2
is described separately because the character-
istics of its reaction front are different from
that in other samples.

Dunite

The dunite consists almost entirelv of olivine

Frc. 2. Sample AR-13f showing cross-fibre chryso-
tile-asbestos vein (A), metasomatic se.rlpntidte
alteration-zone (B) and relatively unaltered dunite
host (C). The maximum width of the sample is
15 cm.

in an equigranular, granoblastic fabric. The
grains are approximately 0.5 mm in diameter
and have straight boundaries in a polygonal
aggregate. The composition of olivine ranges
within the whole suite of samples from Fosr to
Fo'" (Tables 1 to 5), but olivine is unzoned
and compositionally homogeneous within any
one sample.

Pyroxene is absent in thin section, but a few
irregularly shaped areas in ABM-1000 contain
closely spaced, parallel magnetite lamellae that
may be pseudomorphic after pyroxene schiller.

Chromian spinel and heazlewoodite (Ni'S,r)
are the only other primary phases in the dunite.
Spinel generally occurs as large (2 to 4 mm)
irregularly shaped grains concentrated into layers
in ABM-1003, but dispersed in the other sam-
ples. The chromian spinel is in low abundance
(<5%) in these samples, but chromite-rich
bands do occur in the Belvidere Mountain body.
The spinel contains a uniform chromium-rich
(24 to 58% Cr,O,) core with up to 7Vo AlzO*
It has been partly altered along the rims and
fractures to low-chromium (11Vo) magnetite
that contains no aluminum. Chromite that con-
tains a relatively high amount of aluminum, e.9.,
in VAE-2, also is surrounded by an outer zone



TABLE I. REPRESENTATIVE PHASE COMPOSITIONS AND BULK COI,TPOSITIONS OF VAE-z
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3 . 0
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3 .28lilode (2000 pts)
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0 .00

0 .02
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0 .03
0.44
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0 . 0 2

0 ,00

0 .00
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I  00 .7  I  00 .8

1 . 8 51 . 8 4
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(3004  p t s )  53 .4  8 .8  15 .2  16 .4  2 .3  0 ' 9  3 ' 0
2 .60  z .  oo  2 .39  5 ,20  3 .00  5 .09  2  ' 95
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a

T io^  0 .00  0 .00  0 .0  0 .00  0 .0 . |  o , oz  0 ' 00  0 ' 0
z

l t ^o -  0 ,31  0 .50  0 .1  0 .00  13 .52  5 .53  0 ' 00  0 ' 6
z 5

Cr^o^ 0.07 0.10 0.0 O.O2 2 '02 60'74 l  '48 l  ' l
. J

i le6 
-  

$.27 43,22 67,0 0.87 35.97 6 '63 1 '47 33'2

Fe0t 0.98 2.37 2.0 93.  1 I  3.08 28.05 89 '  50 28 '3

l , fn0 0.04 0.02 0.5 0.56 O'07 0 '39 0 '57 g '2
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'Bulk composi t ion excludlng magnet i te r im.

zBulk composi t lon excluding magnet i te r lm, chlor i ie and ant igor i te.
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Av4 1  . 69



of aluminum-poor (12 to lSVo AlrOr), chro-
mium-rich (-3Vo Crroe) chlorite. Headewood-
ite contains O.2-L,2 wt. Vo Co, 0,O2-2.LVo Fe
and 0.1-0.4 Vo M'g.

Most samples of dunite show various degrees
of grain-boundary alteration to serpentine and
brucite. Of the samples represented in Tables
I to 5, dunite in AR-13f (Table 2) is the
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most extensively altered, containing more than
20Vo antigorite. This grain-boundary alteration
corrodes the equant olivinq, but the remnant
cores are clear. In ABM-1001 (Fig. 3) and
several samples not represented in the tables,
the olivine in dunite is densely and minutely
fractured. The densely fractured olivine and
minor brucite alteration along the fractures give

SBRPENTINIZATION AT BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN. VERMONT

TABLE 2. REPRESENTATIVE PHASE COMPOSITIONS AI{D BULK COIiiPOSITIONS OF AR.I3f
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I Entire rcck type. 2 Bulk conposltion excluding antigorite. 3 uithln 2 m of dunite-
serpentinite lnterface. I Total F" as FeO. q l'lixture of bruclte and serDenttne.
s iV defined ln Table l. 6 AC, deflned in Table l.
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Fro. 3. Thin section of ABM-1001. Dunite (d) is more highly altered
than either in ABM-1000 or VAE-2. There is no reaction zone pres€nt;

of the two chrysotile veins (c), one has a high concentration of mag-
notite. A vein of brucite is conspicuous (b). Plane-polarized and cross-
polarized light.

a cloudy or muddy appearance to olivine' The
degree of grain-boundary alteration appears to
have no direct correlation with distance from
lhe serpentinization front, and this pervasive
alteration of dunite probably occurred prior to
development of the metasomatic front.

Serpentinite front

In all samples except VAE-2, the boundary
between serpentinite and dunite is sharp to a
scale of less than 1 mm. In some samples, such
as ABM-1000 (Fig. 4), there is a narrow zone
1 1o 5 olivine grains wide in which olivine is
noticeably more fractrued and altered to ser-
pentine and brucite than the rest of the dunite.
This reaction zone does not occur in most sam-

ples (e.g., ABM-1001, Fig. 3) in which the
degree of grain-boundary alteration in dunite is
no greater near the serpentinization front than
elsewhere in the dunite.

The serpentinite adjacent to the front consists
almost entirely of antigorite with less than SVo
brucite and magnetite (Tables 1-5, Figs. 3' 4).
The grain size of antigorite is generally very
small ((20 g,m), and brucite and magnetite
occur as 0.1 mm grains scattered in the ser-
pentinite. Serpentine pseudomorphs after olivine
ire rare (except in VAE-2), and in general the
serpentinite is structureless.

Serpentinite zone

The serpentinite zone consists of massive ser-
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Frc. 4. Thin section of ABM-1000 showing chrysotile vein (c), metaso-

matic serpontinite (s), a narrow reaction-zone (rz) and relatively unal'
tered dunite (d). Chrysotile occurs in the serpentinite as light-colored
streaks parallel to the vein. Large, irregularly shalpd opaque grains
are chromite, and small opaque grains are magnetite. Plane-polarized
and cross-polarized light.
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be ferric in order to fill the tetrahedral sites.
This assignment of ferric iron results in charge
imbalance and suggests that serpentine is not
stoichiometric. [Whittaker & Wicks (1970)
argued that from a structural standpoint, anti-
gorite must contain fewer than six filled octa-
hedral sites per formula unit.l No pronounced
or consistent differences in composition be-
tween antigorite and chrysotile are evident (c1.,
Whittaker & Wicks L970), and the textural
evidence regarding the coexistence or co-occur-
rence of antigorite and chrysotile is ambiguous.
In the Belvidere Mountain occurrence it is un-
clear whether chrysotile replaces antigorite poly-
morphically, or whether the two serpentine min-
erals coexist. Chrysotile does not occur at the
serpentinization front; the serpentinization re-
action is considered to involve antigorite with
a stoichiometric composition.

SERPENTINIZATION AT BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN, VERMONT

pentinite and veins of chrysotile asbestos and of
brucite. The nonpseudomorphic, very fine-
grained interpenetrating texture in the massive
serpentinite and X-ray-diffraction patterns in-
dicate that the serpentine mineral is antigorite
(Wicks & Whittaker 1977). The composition of
antigorite in VAE-2 is approximately Mgo.sz
Feo.onAlo.onSir.noOto(OH)e (probe analysis normal-
ized to I cations = 10), and ranges up to Mgr.eo
Feo.raAlo.rrSia.srOro(OH)a in ACM-1000 (Tables
I to 5). Chrysotile oscurs principally in the
cross-fibre asbestos veins; however, in one sam-
ple (ABM-10O0, Fig. 4), chrysotile, with-its
fibre axes oriented parallel to those in the vein,
is also present in the serpentinite. The componi-
tion of chrysotile in the veins ranges from Mgs.ez
Feo.taAlo.ouSis.rrOro(OH). in VAE-2 to Mgs.eo
Feo.'rAlo.o.Si'.'rO'o(OH)e in ABM-1000. If ser-
pentine is stoichiometric, most of the iron must

t
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TABLE 3. REPRESENTATIVE PHASE COUPOSITIONS AND BULK COI.IPOS]TIONS OF ABI'I-IOOO
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1 2 . 9 8
'100.00

0.98

0 . 3
0 . 0
0 . 0
0 . 0

6 . ?
1 t

o.  oo

5 a . o

I  00 .00
0 .94

0 . I  I

0 . 01
0 ,00
0 . 4
0 .87

9 2 . 1 6

0 .28

0 . 0 0

0 .34
0 .05
'I .84

28.80
3 .04

60.97
2 .71

0 . 0 5
0 .02
0 . 0 0
3 . I  6
I  . 00

90.26
. 0 . 3 7

0 .28

:
9 5 . 1 793.47 oa ?n

35 .5  34 .1
0 . 0  0 . 0
n o  n o

0 , 7  t . 8
37.4 40.2
t J . s  Y .  I

0 . 2  0 . 3

1 l . t  1 3 . 0
99 .1  99 .4

1 . 5 7  1 . 7 6

av5  l . 5o  I . 44

A s i o 2 6 + 4 . 8  + 2 , 7

A F e o i  + 3 . 2  - 1 . 7

I Entire rock type. 2 Bulk composition excludlng rim on chromite and hydrous minerals. 3 t{ithin 2 mn of dunite-

serpentJnite interface. Chlorite and rnagnetite rim on chronite not included in bulk composition. 4 Values frorn

analysis in dunite; satisfactory analysis from serpentinite not avai'lable. 5 AV defined ln Table l. 6 aC1 defined

in Table l. " Total Fe as Fe0.
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TABLE 4. REPRESENTATIVE PHASE COI'IPOsITIONs ArlD MODES OF ABI.I-IOO'I
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Dunlte Serpentlnlte

ilagnetlte
0l lv lne Ant lgor i te Chrmlte r ln Brucl te Ant lgor l te Chrysot i l€ Brucl te l i lagnet l te Chr@lte

8 3 . 5  i l . g 4 . 0 0 .6  (1000 p ts )  82 .7  7 ,8  5 .4
t1000 Dts )  97 .8  0 .0  0 .8

1 4  N E

0 . 5  0 . 8
irode I 

(looo pts)

sr02
Tt02
At203

" '2-3
ilso
Feo'
l,ln0
Nt0
Zn0
I

cl
Hzo
TotE l

fg/l'lg+Fe

4 t . 9 5

0.00

0.00

53.00

4 . 9 1

0.34

0.00

, oo.ru
0.94

0.00
I  . 1 6

42.64

2 , 1 1

o.oo
0.04

0 . 0 ?
'I 
I .40

r00 .00

0.97

0.02
1 . 4 3

43.12

2.62

0.06

0.00

0.00

0.02
'I 0.65

I  00 .00
o,9?

0.1  5

0 .01

0.00

0.06
1 . 0 3

90.94

0.06

0.00

92-.25

0 . 1 0  0 . 0 7

0.02  0 .01

0 .  r  2  0 . 0 0
30.1  5  1  .24
2.47  1 .36

62.85 88.70

3 . l l  0 . 1 2

0.0 ]  0 .00

- :

98.83 9l  -50

42.49 42.8

I Entlre rock type 2 Uithin 2 m of dunlt$serpentlnite interface t Total Fe as Feo

TAELE 5. REPRESENTATIVE PHASE COMPOSITIONS AND MODE OF ABM.IOO3

DUNITE

Magneti te
0l lv lne Chrm.l te 

-r im 
Chlor l te Ant igor l te Chrysot l le Brucl te Heazlewoodlte Metal

82.9 0 . 4 8 . 4ilodel (rooo pts)

sl02

Tt02

A1203

Cr203

ilgo

Feot

l.ln0

Ni0

Zn0

c l

H2o

Total

Irtg,/itg+Fe

0 . l l  0 . 1 0  3 1 . 9 2

0.05  0 .02  0 ,00

4.67 0.00 12.42

5 l . 3 1  0 . 7 9  n . d .

5 .42  0 .96  34 .05

36.09  89 .03  3 .53

0.98  0 .20  0 .04

0.42  0 .00  0 .03

- - :
16.722

9 9 . 0 7  9 1 . 1 1  1 0 0 . 0 0
n o E

41.72 42.00

0 . 0 0  0 . 0 1

o, i l  0 ,30

0 . 0 4  0 . 1 3

0.00  0 .00

26.78 2.06

0.00  0 .01

0.00  0 .00

0.01  0 ,00

0,00  0 .00

0.02  19 .03

0 . 3 2  1 . 2 8

72.87  79 .19

102.00

41 .77

0.03

0.00

0,04

52.09

o . t J

0 . 1  1

0 . 1 4

39.54
'r 

.09

0.22

l'lg

st
P

t l

liln

Fe

Co

N I

1 .52

1 . 3 7

4 0 . I 3

0 .04

' 1 0 0 . 1 9

0 . 9 4

0.04  0 .03

0 . 0 0

0 . 0 3

16.00  12 .34

I  00 .00  I  00 .00

0,98  0 .96

I serpentlne ls concentrated along chrmlte seans 2 value for H2o lncludes crzo3 t Total Fe as Feo

Brucite occurs principally in veins in the
serpentinite. A minor amount is interleaved with
chrysotile in the cross-fibre asbestos vein, but
the majority of brucite occurs in separate veins
within the serpentinite. The vein brucite is fine
grained and has a fibrous appearance with the
long axis of the fibre oriented perpendicular
to the vein. Brucite also occurs as individual,
irregular grains within the serpentinite. This
brucite makes up a $mall amount of the total
serpentinite, but the grains are not evenly dis-
tributed and tend to @cur in poorly defined
layers that are parallel to the vein. The position
of these brucite-rich layers relative to the ser-
pentinization front is not constant. In ABM-

10O0 brucite is more abundant near the front
(Table 3), and in AR-13f brucite is less abun-
dant near the front (Table 2) than in the total
serpentinite. Brucite has a composition ranging
from Mgo.uFeo.oo(OH): to Mgo.oaFeo.on(OH)r.

Chromite relics are preserved in the serpenti-
nite: these also contain magnetite rims and,
in some cases, sheaths of chlorite. In many
sections, chromite relics may be distinguished
from secondary magnetite produced during ser-
pentinization because chromite is much coarser
and more irregular in shape (Fig. a). Magnetite
produced during serpentinization is generally
euhedral or it forms aggregate$ of euhedral
grains. This magnetite is concentrated in the
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sross-fibre asbestos veins and in the serpentinite
immediately adjacent. to them; in ABM-1000
the modal p.roportion of magnetite in the ser-
pentinite visibly decreases away from the as-
bestos vein (Fig. a). The composition of this
secondary magnetite is distinct from the com-
position of magnetite on the rim of chromite;
secondary magnetite contains no chromium and,
generally, less magnesium than magnetite rims
on ch.romite.

Metal grains occur in the veins; in specimen
ABM-1003, they have the composition 79.2
wt. % Ni, l9.OVo Fe, l.3Vo Co,2.LVo S (Table
5 ) .

VAE_2

The serpentinite in VAE-2 is texturally dis-
tinct from the other serpentinite alteration-zones

1  1 . , . . ,  '

" ' lFrc. 5. Thin section of VAE-2. A wide reaction-zone (rz) is present, in
which olivine is replaced pseudomorphically by antigorite and bruc'ite.
The reaction zone (rz) does not occur on the opposite side of the vein.
other features are as before: chrysotile vein with magnetite (c), brucite
vein (b), serpentinite (s). Dunite (d) contains almost no grain-boundary
alteration to serpentine.

described here. The reaction zone on one side
of the chrysotile vein is characterized by abun'
dant olivine relics that are pseudomorphically
replaced by serpentine and brucite (Fig. 5).
The pseudomorphic replacoment of olivine and
the abundant brucite are uncharacteristic of
serpentinite in all other samples and of the ser-
pentinization front on the opposite side of the
chrysotile vein in VAE-2. At this front on the
opposite side, the boundary between serpentinite
and dunite is sharp, and brucite occurs princi'
pally in veins, similar to ABM-10O1 and AR-
l3f. Because the serpentinite vein is relatively
narrow and one of the reaction zonell is wide'
mas$-balance calculations given in Table 1 are
based on the mode of the entire serpentinite
zone rather than on an attempt to separate ser'
pentinite adjacent to the front from the rest of
the serpentinite.
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TABLE 6. POSSIBLE SERPENTINIZATION REACTIOI'IS

841

s/Mol .

o l  lv inel  |44.8
chronlte2 206.4
5t02
Hzo
coz

Ant lgor l te3 563.1
Brucl te4 60.9
Chfor l te5 577.6
Magnetlte6 2i1.4
MagnetlteT 229.4
MagneslteS 89.3
H^

A osol td( tu a vsoud)

p Reaction I Reactlon II
Moles Volg Moles Vol%

3 .25  100  100  100  99 .9
5 .09  0 .08  0 .1

Reactlon III
Moles vo'l%
100  100

' t42.4

25.0 82.4
J d .  i  I  l . u

1 . 3 6

Reactlon IV
Moles Volt
100 99.9
0 ,05  0 .1

142.9

25.0 82.4
38 .5  14 .9
0.01 <0.1

Reactlon V
iloles volg
100 100

103 .9
38.5

25.O 8I .?

3 .8  2 .5

38 .5  16 .3
3 .8

t . 4 5

z a . a

I  29 .1
a a .  I

129.1

2.60 31.3 97.4 3 ' , t .3 97,3
2 ,39
3 .00  0 .02  <0 .1
5 .20  4 .0  2 .6
5 .20  4 .2  2 .6
2 ,98

4 . 0  4 . 1
Products
neac6;-ts

2 . 6
2 . 74 . 0

4 . 3
' I  

.45
'I 

.45

I  o l i v ine
I I  o l i v lne
I I I  o l i v ine
IV o l l v ine
V  o l i v l n e

Si02 + H20 . antlgorite + mgnetlte + H2
chromlte + Sl02 + Hrg = antigorite + chlorite + rngnetite + H2
H20 " antigorite + brucite + mgnetite + H2
chromlte + HzO. antlgorite + brucJte + chlorlte + magnetlte + H2
H20 + C02 . antlgorlte + nagnesite + magnetite + Hz

I l,1967Fe635i0a 2 Mg935Feq55(FesJ50ru6A1e2s)0a 3 Mg$7Fem35laOis(0H)6 
q Mgoe6Feo!2(Oi)2

5 Mg56sFeo25Cro25Al!r75i2s201q(0H)e 6 Fe:0,, ? Mg65Fes1Crna304 8 ltgCot

Mess Ber-eNce

The modes of dunite, serpentinite adjacent
to the reaction front and the entire serpentinite
zone are given in Tables 1 to 5. The bulk com-
position of dunite wa$ determined from the
mode and mineral composition (Dunite Bulk'
in the tables) and recalculated assuming that
originally olivine and chromite composed the
rock (Bulk'z in the tables); that is, olivine and
chromite are the reactants. The mode of the
serpentinite adjacent to the reaction fro.nt is
considered to represent the reaction products
(Bulks in Tables 2 and 3). The bulk composi-
tion of the entire serpentinite * asbestos vein
(Serpentinite Bulkl in the tables) is also pre-
sented in order to compare compositions of the
total mass of serpentinite to dunite.

Understanding the mass balance between
dunite and serpentinite bulk-compositions is
facilitated by comparing the actual modes in the
two rock-types with the expected modes pro-
duced by possible serpentinization reactions.
Table 6 lists several possible reactions using
a single set of mineral compositions. The ob-
served compositions of phases vary only slightly
for different samples, and would cause only
a small change in the stoichiometric coefficients.
The reactions represent: (I and II) the addition
of HrO and SiOz to olivine to produce antigorite;
(III and IV) the addition of HzO only to prod-

uce antigorite and brucite, and (V) the addition
of HrO and COr to produce antigorite and
magnesite. Reaction I produces only antigorite
and minor magnetite, whereas reaction III prod-
uces a rock with about 15 vol. Vo brucite. In
all reactions about 2.5 vol, Vo magnetite is
produced with a concomitant loss of Hz. Reac-
tions II and IV illustrate the effect of chromite
alteration on the predicted modes of antigorite
and brucite. In both cases the effect of chromito
is negligible, resulting in the appearance of small
amounts of chlorite.

In no case do the predicted modes for ser-
pentinite adjacent to the reaction front exactly
match the observed modes. The mode of AR-
l3f (Table 2) most closely matches that pre-
dicted by reaction I, but brucite is present in
the rock. The correspondence between the pre-
dicted and observed modes for the bulk ser-
pentinite is characterized by an overabundance
of magnetite and (except for VAE-2) a paucity
of brucite in the rock. This imbalance between
dunite (olivine) and serpentinite (antigorite {
brucite f magnetite) is indicated in the MgO/
SiOe values calculated for the three samples
VAE-Z, ABM-lO0O and AR-13f (Tables 1, 2
and 3). With the exception of the unusual
VAE-z, MgO/SiOr is lower in serpentinite than
in dunite; hence, during hydration either mag-
nesium was removed or silicon was added.

Within the entire, massive Belvidere Moun-
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tain serpentinite, brucite is in very low abun-
dance; Cady et qL (1963) estimated the abun-
dance at less than 1. vol. Vo. Talc * map.esite
and magnesite 1 quartz occur locally along
the serpentinite but make up much less lhan
l% of. the total serpentinite (Chidester 1968),
and suggest a local high activity of COr rather
than a sink for excess MgO. Nowhere in the
adjacent country-rock are there large deposits
of brucite or magnesite that would provide

MINERALOCIST

evidence for large-scale transport of magnesium.
The lack of identifiable magnesium sinks im-
plies that silicon was added to the serpentinite.
The country rock contains abundant quatrz
segregations and veins; it provides a logical
source for SiOg.

The Belvidere Mountain ultramafic body has
undergone serpentinization with no apparent loss
of MgO, and the mass balance between dunite
and serpentinite is calculated on a MgO-con-

b

Hzoffi

bruci te

PHzo

p. sioz
Ftc. 6. (a) Idealized model for serpentinization at the metasomatic front

with no reaction zone (right) and with a narrow reaction zone (left).
Abbreviations as in Figure 5. (b) Possible diffusion-paths in terms of
the chemical potentials of the independent components H2O and SiOz.
The different possible diffusion-paths describe the three situations: (A)
no reaction zone, (B) local equilibrium throughout a reaction zone,
and (C) rate-controlled reaction zone.

o
c
o

N

t olc

-  -  _Pr(P"
fors ler i te enslalile



servative basis. Note that in any mass-balance
calsulation, at least one relation between the
two rocks (relative change in volume or in the
concentration of a component) must be known.
The difference in wt. Vo tr,{gO between dunite
and serpentinite reflects the difference in density
and the change in volume due to the reaction.
Tables 1 to 5 indicate the change in the amounts
of SiOz and FeOt (in units of grams/100 grams
of serpentinite). In samples AR-13f and ABM-
1000 (Tables 2 and 3) the indicated volume-
increase is 1.45 to 1.60, and, -4.5Vo SiO, and
several percent FeO' must be added in order
to balance the total serpentinite against dunite.
The balance for VAE-2 (Table 1) indicates
that nearly 3Vo SiO, must be removed. This
inconsistency is probably an artifact of the
difficulty in distinguishing brucite from finely
intergrown antigorite in the wide reaction-zone.

DrscusstoN

At Belvidere Mountain the formation of meta-
somatic serpentinite adjacent to chrysotile veins
requires the addition of HzO, SiOg and oxygen
(loss of Hz). Reactions I and II (Table 6) most
closely represent the serpentinization front, but
brucite and magnetite are present in actual
samples in excess of the amounts predicted by
reactions I or II.

The wide zones of dunite and serpentinite
are essentially monomineralic in phases that
contain MgO * SiOz * HrO, indicating that
activities of two of the components may be
externally controlled. The mass-balance ar-
gumenfs indicate that the solid*phase products
are created by the addition of SiOr and HrO
to the solid-phase reactants without net loss of
MgO. Hence, p(MSO) may be considered de-
termined by the externally controlled values of
p(SiO,) and p(HrO). However, the presence
of small amounts of brucite within the serpenti-
nite indicates that locally only one of the three
components may have had an independently
determined chemical potential.

Figure 6a illustrates a qualitative model for
wall-rock alteration in the Belvidere Mountain
ultramafic body by multicomponent diffusion
in the simplified system MgO-SiO,-H'O. The
idealized rock contains unaltered dunite (d), a
reaction zone (rz) that consists of fractured
olivine with brucite and antigorite + brucite
along grain boundaries, antigorite serpentinite
(s) with local concentrations of brucite (b),
a brucite vein (b) and a cross-fibre chrysotile-
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asbestos vein (c). Local equilibrium (Thomp-
son 1959) is considered to exist everywhere
except, perhaps, in the reaction zone. That is,
reaction rates are faster than diffusion rates.
Figure 6b illustrates an isothermal-isobaric
p(SiO,)-p.(H,O) diagram for the boundary-
value components SiOr and H*O and possible
diffusion paths for serpentinization. The driving
forces for the advancement of the metasomatic
front are (1) the differences in g,(SiO,) and
p(H,O) defined by the stability of forsterite in
the dunite and (2) values defined by the quartz-
and fluid-rich country rock. The boundary con-
ditions on the diffusion path are fixed in dunite
by "fluid" composition in equilibrium with oli-
vine and in the country rock by a water-rich
fluid in equilibrium with quartz. In part, the
margin of the Belvidere Mountain serpentine
consists of talc or talc f magnesite zones (Cady
et al. 1963), and the fluid composition at the
margin may be further constrained to be in
equilibrium with quartz * talc and to be fixed
at this composition so that no material leaves
the serpentinite. This constraint provides for
the change in bulk composition and the in-
crease in volume during serpentinization. The
actual diffusion path between the two boundary-
conditions depends on the phenomenological co-
efficients for multicomponent diffusion (Cooper
1974) and on the nafltre of the rate-limiting
process attending the reaction zone.

Path A corresponds to sharp reaction-fronts
that show no zo.ne of partly digested olivine.
The serpentinization front represents values in
p(SiOz) and p(HrO) [and, consequently,

;,c(MgO)J appropriate for the equilibrium for-
sterite = antigorite. Path B describes com-
ponent activities for serpentinization fronts
with reaction zones (VAE-2 as the extreme
example) if local equilibrium occurs in the re'
action zone. The component activities must have
the special values defined by the assemblages
forsterite f brucite (muddy olivine), forsterite
* brucite * antigorite (olivine grain-boundary)
and antigorite + brucite (matrix of reaction
zone). An alternative path, C, may represent
the reaction zones if the reaction olivine ->

brucite is sluggish. The dunite side of the zone
repre'sents the equilibrium forsterite - brucite,
but the incompletely digested olivine reflects a
slow reaction rate. There is no gradual disap'
pearance of olivine towards the serpentinite, and
thus the serpentinite side of the reaction zone
must represent the diffdsion-controlled reaction
brucite (* relict olivine) = antigorite.

SERPENTINIZATION AT BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN. VERMONT
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In all cases, the fluid that enters the fissure
(chrysotile vein) has passed through a large
volume of serpentinite and has a composition
in equilibrium with antigorite. The rate of ad-
vancement of the serpentinite front depends
on the rate of diffusion of SiOz and HzO, so that

1

""*"P 

- K*-t

lor pantis - (3lrro*o * p",o, * 4puro) : 61.

The increase in volume attending the reac-
tion may result in production of new fractures
and a local decrease in pressure on the fluid
phase. Such a local drop in pressure may change
the equilibrium constant so that brucite rather
than antigorite is stable in the fractures. How-
ever, the local occurrence of brucite within the
antigorite serpentinite would not be explained
by this simple model. The small difference in
Fe/Mg between antigorite and brucite does not
seem sufficient to account for their coexistence,
and fluctuations in fluid composition must have
occurred so that the activities of SiO, and HzO
were locally buffered by the coexistence of
brucite and antigorite.

Mass-balance considerations for the rocks at
Belvidere Mountain indicate that material for
additional magnetite was added to the total ser-
pentinite f chrysotile vein, but that the amount
of .magnetite in the mode at the reaction boun-
dary is similar to the amount predicted by
reactions I or II. The serpentinization reaction
produces a rock that is saturated with magnetite,
and there is no apparent driving force for the
addition of magnetite to serpentinite. Hydrogen
is evolved at the serpentinization front, and a
gradient in pH from a relatively low value at the
front to a higher value in the fissure may play
some role. The abundance of magnetite and the
habit of the chrysotile must in some way be
related to the physical properties associated with
the presence of a vein (Chidester 1968).

The qualitative nature of the above discussion
reflects the complexities of the details of the
serpentinization process at Belvidere Mountain.
The bulk compositions of dunite and serpenti-
nite do place boundary conditions on this com-
plex process. Serpentinization occurs with no
net loss of magnesium from solid phases and
with addition of HsO and SiOz derived from
the quartz-rich schist surrounding the serpenti-
nite. Although brucite is present in small
amounts, the reaction at the serpentinization
front is closely approximated by olivine +

SiO, + H:O : antigorite * magnetite * Hz,
a reaction which is neither isovolumetric nor
"isochemical".

AcKNowLEDGEMENTS

The perceptive review by F.J. Wicks is
greatly appreciated. Support was provided by
National Science Foundation grant EAR 75-
03416.

RensnsNcns

Ar.nEs, A.L. & Rev, L. (1970): Conection factors
for electron probe microanalysis of silicates,
oxides, carbonates, phosphates, and sulfates. u4nal.
Chem. 42, 1408-1414.

BnNcB, A.E. & Ar,ur, A.L. (1968): Empirical cor-
rection factors for the electron-microanalysis of
silicates and oxides. J, Geol,76,382-403.

Ceov, W.M., Ar.nnr, A.L. & CHrorsren, A.H.
(1963): Bedrock geology and asbestos deposits
of the upper Missisquoi Valley and vicinity, Ver-
mont. U. S. GeoL Surv. Bull. ll22B.

Cruonsren, A.H. (1968): Evolution of the ultra-
mafic complexes of northwestern New England.
In Studies of Appalachian Geology: Northern and
Maritime (E-An 7an, W. S. White, J. B. Hadley
and J. B. Thompson, Jr., eds.), Interscience, New
York.

Ar.anr, A.L. & Ceov, W.M. (1978):
Petrology, structure and genesis of tle asbestos-
bearing ultramafic rocks of the Belvidere Moun-
tain area in Vermont. U,S. Geol. Surv. Pro!.
Paper 10L6.

CHoDos, A.A., AlrEn, A.L. & Qucr, J.E. (1977):
The use of energy dispersive analysis for the
study of phase aggregates, 12th Nat. Conf. Elec-
tron Probe Analysis (Abstr.).

Cor,rueN, R.G. & KnItr, T.E. (1971)z A chemical
study of serpentinization - Burro Mountain, Cali-
fornia. "1. Petrology 12, 3ll-328.

CoopER, A.R., Jn. (1974): Vector space tr€atment
of multicomponent diffusion. /n Geochemical
Transport and Kinetics (4. W. Hofmann, B. J.
Giletti, H. S. Yoder, Jr. & R. A. Yund, eds.).
Carnegie Inst. Wash. Publ, 634, 15-30,

Hosmnrn, P.8., CotnueN, R,G., Muvrrox, F.A.
& EveNs, B.W. (1966): Brucite in alpine ser-
pentinites. Amer. Mineml, 57, 75-98.

Lerno, J. & Arnm, A.L. (1980): High-pressure
metamorphism in mafic schist from northern
Vermont. Amer. J. ,Sci. (in press).

Pacn, N. J (1967a): Serpentinization at Burro
Mountain, California. Contr. Mineral, Petrology
L4, 32t-342.



SERPBNTINIZATION AT BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN, VBRMONT 845

(I967b): Serpentinization considered as a
constant volume metasomatic process: a discus'
sion. Amer. Mineral,52, 545'549.

Tnevnn, T.P. (1966): Sorpentinization considered
as a constant volume metasomatic pro*ss. Amer.
Mineral, 51' 685-710.

(1967): Serpentinization considered as a
constant volume metasomatic proce$s: a reply.
Amer. Mineral. 62' 549-553.

TnoursoN, J.B., Jn. (1959): Iocal equilibrium in
metasomatic processes. lr Researches in Geo-

chemistry (P. H. Abelson, ed.). John Wiley &
Sons, New York.

WrurrernR, E.J.W. & Wrcrs, F.J. (1970): Chem-
ical differences among the serpentine 'poly'

morphs": a discussion. Amer. Mineral. 65, lO25'
1047.

WrcKs, F.J. & WsrrrAKER, E.J.W. (1977): Ser-
pentine textures and serpentiniration. Can' lulin'
eral. 15, 459-488.

Received October 1978, revised manuscript accepted
July 1979.


