
Canadian Mineralogist
Vol. 18, pp. 181-184 (1980)

Ansrnecr

Cupropavonite from Hall's Valley, Park County,
Colorado (USNM 92902) has a cell with double
the c edge of pavonite. The cell (a 13.40, b 4,O0, c
2 x 16.435 A, p S:.AZ') contains 8[Cu1.i,Ag6.urBi2.".
Pbo.irssl - I [Mea.asSsl as compared with 4[Cuo.."
Ago.ra(Biz.zaPb0.nsbo.m)Ssl - 4fMeq,.nSsl, on the
average. for pavonite. The new ecurrence bas a
lower Pb content than type cupropavonite; the ratio
Cu:Pb (of the cations that substitute for Ag and Bi
in pavonite) is 3:1, as compared with 3:2 in the
type material and in average pavonite. The excess
of about 0.4 atoms of metal per formula unit over
the requirement of the ideal pavonite formula
(AeBi"So) counters a deficiency of about 0.5 atoms
of Bi3+. which is presumed to be replaced by Pb2r
in type-locality cupropavonite and by Pbz+ and
Ag+ in the new occurrence. The excess metal
is judged to be Cu and to be accommodated inter-
stitially in the structure, as has been proposed for
the excess of 0.1 atom of metal in pavonite. The
remaining Cu and Ag are present in about equal
amounts. The distribution may be mainly ordered,
causins the doubling of the periodicitv along [001]
and certain distinct differences in intensities com-
pared with pavonite. A general formula based on
these assumptions has the form 4[Cut >o.sg',
CuAgBis(Pb,A&)Srol, in which Cu! is interstitial
Cu.

Keyvtords: cupropavonite, Park Countv, Colorado,
pavonite, structural formula, interstitial Cu.

Sotvtvrenn

Ie paramdtre c de la .maille de la cupropavonite
de Hall's Valley, comt6 de Park. Colorado, U.S.A.
(USNM 92902) est double de celui de la pavonite.
La maille (a 13.40, b 4.00, c 2 x 16.$5 L, I
93.87o contient 8 [Cur.orAgo.sBir.o.Pbn.*Sr] - 8
lMea.sSs'l au lieu de 4 lCuo.gsAgo.ze(Bis.zaPbo.zzSbo.oa)
Sol = 4 lMeo.tnSol en moyenne pour la pavonite. Le
contenu en Pb de cette nouvelle occurrence est
inf6rieur ir celui de la pavonite type. Le Cu et le
Pb qui remplacent dans la cupropavonite une partie
de I'Ae et du Bi de la pavonite sont ici pr6sents
dans un rapport Cu/Pb voisin de 3 alors que ce
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rapport est voisin de 3/2 dans la cupropavonite
type et dans la pavonite moyenne. L'addition d'en-
viron 0.4 atomes de m6tal par formule par rapport
i la formule id6ale de la pavonite AgBi"S5 com-
pense le retrait d'environ 0.5 atomes de Bi3+. On
suppose que Bi3+ est remplac6 par Pbz+ dans la
cupropavonite type et par Pb2+ et Ag+ dans la
pr6sente occurrence. On estime gue le m6tal en
exc6dent est Cu et qu'il est pr6sent sous forme
d'atomes interstitiels dans la structure comme on
l'a d6ii propos6 pour l'excds de 0.1 atome par
formule pour la pavonite type. k Cu restant et
l'Ag sont pr6sents en quantit6s i peu prds 6gales.
I-eur distribution pouvait 6tre ordonn6e le long de
[001] causant ainsi le doublement de c et des diff€'
rences d'intensit6 par rapport i la pavonite. Une
formule g6n6rale bas6e sur ces suppositions est:
4[Cut >0.ss+,CbAgBi5@brAg,] of Cut repr6sente le
Cu interstitiel.

(Traduit par la R6daction)

Mots-cl€s: cupropavonite. comt6 de Parh Colorado,
pivonite, formule structurale, cuivre interstitiel.

INrnopucrroN

Karup-Mpller (1972) discovered that "alas-
kaite" from the Alaska mine, Colorado, which
is known to be a nixture, consists in part of
pavonite containing exsolution lamellae of a
pavonite variety. He could not distinguish the
host pavonite from the lamellae by X-ray dif-
fraction, and detected only one lattice on Weis-
senberg films, which he interpreted as having a
distorted (triclinic) cell with a doubled c axis
(2 x 16.2 A). Guinier films failed to reveal
either the triclinic geometry or the doubling of
the c axis. However, microprobe analyses showed
that the lamellar phase differs significantly in
chemical composition from its host. "Normal"
pavonite is a Ag-Bi sulfosalt mineral with subor-
dinate Cu. In the lamellae, Cu proved to be in
excess of Ag.

A re-examination of the specimens led Karup-
Mdller & Makovicky (1979) to revise the chem-
ical data for the Cu-rich lamellae (Table 1, nos.
1, 2) and their host (Table 2, no. 6). They
described the lamellae as a new mineral, cupro-
pavonite, having pavonite-like cell dimensions
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Anal-ysls Cu Ag Bl

I  0 . 8 0  0 . 5 1  2 . 4 0
2  0 . 8 5  0 . 5 2  2 . 4 A
3  1 . 0 L  0 . 5 8  2 . 5 1

Total
Pb Bi+Pb+Sb Melal

0 . 5 8  2 . 9 4  4 . 2 9
0 . 5 9  3 . 0 7  4 . 4 4
0  . 3 3  2  . 5 4  4  . 4 3

TABI,E 1. ITICROPROBE ANAIYSES AND ATO!,4IC PROPORTIONS
OF CUPROPAVONITS

WETGHT PERCEI T

Analysls cu A9 Bi Pb sb s Total

1  5 . 7  6 . 2  5 6 . 4  1 3 , 5  0 . 1  1 8 . 0  9 9 . 9
2  5 . 9  6 . 1  5 5 . 8  1 3 . 4  0 . 3  1 7 . 6  1 0 0 . 1
3  7 . 2 6  7 . 0 1  5 9 . 3 2  7 . 6 5  - -  1 8 . 1 0  9 9 . 3 4

ATOMIC PROPORTIONS (calc.  on a baala of S -  5)

Weissenberg films Also, the hkO* and 0fr1&
layers were recorded on precession films with the
best crystal.

The X-ray films reveal no departure from
monoclinic symmetry and generally resemble
the films obtained. with Cerro Bonete. Bolivia
(type) pavonite and with synthetic Cu- and
Pb-free pavonite. However, there are obvious
differences: (l) The c dimension is doubled
by the presence of additional reflections, as
reported by Karup-M{ller (1972). Some re-
flections are as strong as the o'normal" reflec-
tions. (2) The films show certain distinct dif-
ferences in the relative intensities of reflections
as compared with pavonite. (3) The [001]* row
and all reciprocal rows parallel to it are marked
on the films by discontinuous streaks (although
individual reflections in the rows are generally
sharp), indicating some imperfections in the
structure of these crystals parallel to (001).

The four sets of Weissenberg films show
small variations in intensities. However, the
differences appear to be due, not to intrinsic
differences among the crystals, but to their
poor quality and to the difficulty of mounting
them for a uniform view of the X-ray beam
during oscillation. The films lead to cell dimen-
sions and to a cell volume tlat are essentially
the same (except for the doubled c edge) as
values recently obtained on natural and syn-
thetic pavonite. This is in contrast to type cupro-
pavonite, for which Karup-M@ller & Makovicky
(1979) reported a marked increase in the a and
c dimensions (Table 3). The systematically
absent reflections are compatible with the space
group C2/m.

MIcRoPRoBE ANALYSES

The microprobe analysis (Table 1, no. 3)
was performed on a polished section of one of
the crystals previously used in the Weissenberg
study. The polished area was of sufficient width
(about 30 x l0 .pm) to permit a test of the
chemical homogeneity of the.crystal. As far as
can be determined with the microprobe' the
Park County crystals consist of only one phase
and the distribu;ion of elements within the
analyzed crystal is uniform. If some of the odd
diffraction effects noted on the Weissenberg
films are due to chemical or physical inhomo-
geneity, it is on a scale below the resolution
of the microprobe.

Tlrs CoMposrrloN oF PevoNne

The composition of pavonite has been dis-

L, 2. Alaska t t lne, Coloradot repeat analyses of lam-
el lae within nnomaLn pavonite.  Sanple 1124 ln (arup-
l .#l ler &l , lakovlcky ( f979).  The atomlc proporuions
deduced here dl f f ,er eLight ly fron the values calculated
by lhe authors. 3.  Hal l -rs ValLey, Park Count i .  CoL-
o r a d o  ( U S N M  9 2 9 0 2 ) r  a n a l y s t  E .  c a s p a r r l n l .  D a t a
reductlon effected by EMPADR VII (Rucklidge & Gaspar-
r l n i  1 9 6 9 ) .

rABLE 2. CATION PROPORTIONS (s - 5) mR IIICROPROBE
ANALTSES OF IAVONITE

CATIONS I

c u  0 . 2 3
A 9  0 . 9 0
B i  2 , 7 0
P b  0 . 1 5

C u + A g  L . 1 3
B 1 + P b + s b  2 . 8 5

M e t a l  '  '  - '

0 . 3 3  0 . 3 7  0 . 3 2
0 . 8 3  0 . 7 3  0 . 7 5
2 . 8 5  2 . 6 8  2 . 7 4
0 . 1 5  0 . 2 i _  0 . 2 3
0 . 0 3  0 . 0 7  0 . 0 4

0 . 4 3  0 . 2 7  0 . 3 3
0 . 6 9  0 . 7 7  0 , 7 8
2 . 7 L  2 . 7 5  2 . 7  4
0 . 2 7  0 . 3 2  0 . 2 2
0 . 0 2  0 . 0 1  0 . 0 3

1 . 1 6  1 . 1 0  1 . 0 7  L . r 2  1 . 0 4  t . l 1
3 . 0 3  2 . 9 6  3 . 0 1  2 . 9 8  3 , 0 7  2 . 9 6
4 . 7 9  4  . 0 6  4 . 0 8  4 . 1 0  4 . 1 1  4 . 0 7

L. Earr is & Chen (1975) .  2 -  6.  Karup-MlLler &
! . { a k o v i c k y  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .
I .  Polvenir  !4ine, Cerro Bonete, Bol lv ia ( type specimen).
2. Sl lver Be11 l i l lne, Red l4ountaln, Colorado (BSP l82l)  .
f , .  O l d  t o u t ,  o u r a y ,  C o l o r a d o  ( *  1 1 3 9 ) .  4 .  c l a d i a t o r
MLne, Colorado ({  f140) ,  5.  !4anhattan, Nevada (ROlr
u 2 1 0 0 3 ) .  5 .  A l a s k a  M i - b e ,  C o l o l a d o  ( {  1 1 2 4 )  r  h o s t  o f
cuptopavonite (analyses 1 & 2, Table 1) .  Avelage of
tvo. 7.  Averages of 1 to 6.

but with a doubled c axis (c 13.45, b 4.O2, c
33.06 A, 6 93,50o, CZ/m or Cm) and cell
contents Cur.zAg8iroPba.sSao.

This paper describes an occurrence of cupro-
pavonite from the Missouri mine, Hall's Valley,
Park County, Coloradoo on the type specimen
(USNM 92902) for cuprobismuthite and ber-
ryite. The nature of the occurrence and the
crystallographic properties of the mineral differ
somewhat from those of the Alaska mine min-
eral.

X-Rev-DrrnectroN StuutE s

The material available for the present study
consisted of a few, roughly platy crystals measur-
ing less than 0.5 mm across their greatest dimen-
sion after removal from the specimen. Four
crystals were oriented for rotation about D
[010], which lies in the plane of the plates,
and each crystal was used to obtain a set of
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cussed extensively by Harris & Chen (1975),
Karup-Mfller & Makovicky (1979) and others.
The cation proportions derived from recent
analyses and collected in Table 2 support the
statement of Harris & Chen (1975) that the
composition departs significantly from the ideal
formula, AgBiaSs. Substantial amounts of Pb
and Cu are reported in the analyses. The values
listed in column 7 of Table 2 indicate that the
average cell contents are 4[Ago.zeCuo.rrBir.rrPbo.r,
Sbo.osSsl or, in terms of the ideal formulp, 4[Ag,
Cu)r.rBL.'s(Pb,Sb)o.r"Ssl. Thus, about one atom
of. Bi per unit cell is replaced, chiefly by Pb.
The sum Ag * Cu is in excess of I in all the
analyses. It averages 0.1 atoms per formula unit
and represents an additional lz atom per unit
cell over that required by the ideal formula.
The extra metal is a response to the ubiquitous
presence of Pbu+ in the Bi3+ sites; presumably,
it is accommodated interstitially and consists
of Cu rather than the larger Ag atoms. The
sum of the positive charges of the cations in
column 7 is 9.86, assuming the valences Ag*,
Cu+, Pb2+, Sbs+ and Bit+. The shortfall of
positive charges required to balance the charge
on S supports the sriggestion of Harris & Chen
(1975) that the interstitial Cu is present in the
divalent state.

An idealized general formula that attempts to
show the substitution for Ag and Bi and to
separate substituting (Cu")'from interstitial (Cut)
copper can take the form 4[Cuto.rr(Agr-rCu'r)
Bir.?5(Pbssb')o.rrSr]. The values of y (the sub-
titutional coefficient of Karup-Mlller & Mako-
vicky 1979), derived from column 7 inTable2,
are Cu O.22, Ag 0.22, Pb 0.22 for this formula,
giving a metal-sulfur composition for the cell
of 4lMeq.fSs]. These conclusions differ slightly
from the composition of "typical" pavonite
deduced by Karup-Mpller & Makovicky (1979\,
although they are in agreement with the obser-
vation that the Cu:Pb ratio trends to 3:'2.

Tnp CouposITIoN oF CupnoplvoNttn

Type cupropavonite differs from pavonite in
having a substitutional coefficient for Ag and
Bi of about 0.5 and, as a consequence, a higher
metal content. However, the ratio Cu:Pb of the
substituting cations remains near 3:2, as in
pavonite. The average cell contents derived from
the two analyses (Table 1, nos. 1, 2) are Cu6.6a
Ag..rr(BL.anPbo.ur)rSno = Mess.oasao. These values
differ somewhat from the values calculated
from the analyses by Karup-Mdller & Makovicky
(1e79).

The composition of the new occurrence

TABIE 3. cEtL DrMENsroNs (i) aro vor.mm (i3),
AND TRE VALUE OF Z

PAVONITE CUPROPAVONITE

d

b

B

v  8 7 7 . 9

1 3 . 3 3 3  1 3 . 3 6  L 3 . 3 0 5
4  .  0 3 9  4 . 0 2  4  . 0 4 2

1 6 . 3 4 6  1 6 . 3 8  1 6 . 4 1 7
9 4 . 2 L o  9 4 . L A ' 9 4 . 0 2 "

1 3 . 3 1 0  1 3 . 4 1 9  1 3 . 4 4 5  1 3 . 4 0
4 . 0 3 5  3 . 9 8 8  4 . 0 2 3  4 . 0 0

1 5 . 3 9 5  1 5 . 3 8 7  3 3 . 0 6  3 2 . 8 7
9 3 . 9 1 "  9 4 . 3 1 '  9 3 . 5 0 '  9 3 . a 7 "

8 7 8 . 5  8 7 4 . 5  r 7 8 A . A  L 1 s 7 . 8
4 4 8 8

8 7 7  , 4  8 8 0 , 1
4 4

1. Si lver BelI  Mine, Red !4ountain, Coloradot wetssen-

berg nethod (KaruP-Mll ler 1972).  2,  Potvenir .Mine' .
cer;o Bonete, Bol iv iat  preceesion nethod (Halr is & chen

1 9 7 5 ) .  3 .  g y n t h e t i c  ( u a k o v l c k y  e t  a l .  1 9 7 7 ) .  4 .

S y n t h e t i c i  4 - c i r c l e  s i n g l e  c r y s t a l  d i f f r a c t o m e t e r

t E .  w .  w . )  ,  5 ,  6 .  A l a s k a  M l n e ,  c o l o r a a l o  l + I L 2 4 ) 7
weissenberg nethod (Karup-Mdller & !'lakovicky -t?72)..
7 .  H a l l r s - v a L l e y ,  P a r k  c o "  c o l o r a d o  ( U S N M  9 2 9 0 2 ) ;
weissenberg nethod (8. l { .  N.) .

matches these features except that the principal
metal increase occurs with Cu. The ratio of the
substituting cationsn Cu:Pb, is 3:1. Presumably
the deficieocy- in Bi (compared with the ideal
pavonite formula, AgB&) is made up by Pb2*
and Ag+ in the Park County crystals: Cuo.oe
Ags.ae(Biz.stPbo.rrAgo.tu) tSoo = Mess.uSq.

Despite the high metal content, the cell of
the Park County cupropavonite shows no in-
crease in volume, except for doubling, over
natural and synthetic pavonite (Tab1e 3). This
factor and the similarity in cell dimensions of
the two species offer evidence that the excess
metal is accommodated interstitially, as in pavo-
nite. The abundance of Cu in the cell and the
small radius of its atom imply that the inter-
stitial metal is Cu. When the cell contents are
cast into a pavonite-like formula to bring Cu"
+ Ag = l, the excess metal is seen to amount
to about 0.4 atoms per pavonite formula unit:
8lCuto.ng (Cu"o.rrAgo.rr) ( BL.urPbo.a'Ago.t.) Su].

The sum of the charges on the cations derived
for tJre Park County material (Table 1, no. 3)
is 9.78, accepting the usual valences. It rep-
resents a greater shortfall in balancing the
charge on S than that occurring in pavonite
and supports the view (Karup-Mflller & Mako-
vicky 1979) that some, if not all, of the excess
(interstitial) Cu in cupropavonite exists in the
higher valence state, Cuz+.

A generalized formula to account for the
three available analyses of cupropavonite, and
to incorporate the chemical characteristics noted
aboveo has the form 8[Cut >,o.tr*,r(Cu",Ag)t
BLs(PbrAg;)o*Sol. If all the interstitial Cu is
divalent, the value of Cur in this formula is
exactly 0.5y + z, and'the metal-sulfur propor-
tion cin range from MesaSeo to MessS.o, increas-
ing in metal with increasing substitution of Ag
for ni. Table 4 shows the distribution of the
caiions determined in Table 1 in accordance



t84 THE CANADIAN MINERALOOIST

TABLE 4. DISTR1BUTION OF CATIONS IN CUPROPAVONITE ACCORDING TO
cul (cus,As)t (Bl ,PbyAgz)3s5

Anarysis* Br pby Asz As cus cui t.srrt [!l]l 
" 

Ifijll"t
?.40  0 .58  0 .02  0 .49  0 .51  0 .29
2.48  0 .59  - -  0 .52  0 .48  0 .37
2.51  0 .33  0 .16  0 .42  0 .58  0 .43

*Frm 
Table l. i tuting Cui as Cu''.

Note: Agz " 3-(Bi+Pb), Cus = l-(total Ag-Ag.), Cul * total Cu-Cus.

with the formula. For analyses 2 and 3, the
value of Cur is greater than the sum O.5y * z,
and the total positive chatge, taking Cu' to
equal Cu8+, is higher than 10. This implies that
only some of the interstitial Cu is divalent, and
indicates that the total metal content is deter-
mined not only by the ratio of Pb to Ag in the
Bi sites but also by tle valence of the inter-
stitial Cu. Ifence, the quantity of Cut in the
formula is ) 0.5y * z. These observations ob-
viously make it difficult to conceive of an
"ideal" composition for cupropavonite. The
measured metal-sulfur proportions for the three
analyses (Tables l, 4) range from Megr."S4 to
Mess.*Sq.

The distribution of Cu in Table 4 implies that
the ratio Cu"/Ag in the Ag sites is near 1. Cu
and Ag exhibit only li.mited substitution for each
other in sulfosalt minerals. Since the high Cu
content is the principal chemical difference be-
tween cupropavonite and pavonite, it is likely
that the two metals are mainly ordered in distinct
positions in cupropavonite. This feature ac-
counts for the doubling of the periodicity along
[@1] and promotes appreciable intensity differ-
ences between pavonite and cupropavonite. A
general chemical formula for cupropavonite
should, tlerefore, have the form 4[Cur >@.*!+,t
CuAgBi6(Pb,Ag)Srol, in which z has a max-
imum observed value of 0.32.

Table I shows that the principal difference
behreen the two occurrences of cupropavonite

lies in the ratio Cu:Pb. The lower Pb content
of the Park County crystals is presumed to
result in the presence of Ag in the Bi sites. This
multivalence occupation by Ag*, Put2+ and Bi"*
of the Bi sites is the only apparent source of the
disorder in the Park County crystals that
is responsible for the streaking observed on the
X-ray films.

ACKNowl-EDcEMBNTS

I thank Dr. E. Gasparrini of Min'met Scienti-
fic, Toronto, for doing the microprobe analysis
and Dr. George Switzer for the extended loan
of a U.S. National Museum specimen (USNM
92902). I had the benefit of a discussion and
correspondence with Dr. E. Makovicky con-
cerning his work on type cupropavonite. This
project was supported by a grant from the
National Research Council.

RnrenBNcgs

Hennrs, D.C. & CHEN, T.T. (1975): Studies of type
pavonite material. Can. Mineral. 13' 408'410.

KARup-MlLLEn, S. (1972): New data on pa.vonite,
gustavite and some related sulphosalt minerals.
Neues Jahrb. Mineral. Abh. l,L7, 19-38,

& Merovrcrv, E. (1979): On Pavonite,
benjaminite and "oversubstituted" gustavite. Bull.
MinCral. L02, 351-367.

Merovrcrv, 8., MutuMn, W.G. & Werrs, J.{.
(1977): The crystal structure of synthetic pavo-
nite, AgBi3S5, and the definition of the pavonite
homologous series. Can. Mineral LS, 339-348.

RUcKLTDGE, J. & GespennNr, E.L. (1969): Elecfion
microprobe analytical data reduction - EMFADR
YfI. Dep. Geol. Univ, Toronto.

Received August 1979, revised manuscript accepted
tanuary 1980.

0.31  34 .3  9 .96
0 . 3 1  3 5 . 5  1 0 . 3 6
0.33  35 .4  10 .21


