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Thirty papers were read at the Fredericton meet-
ing. Topics covered coal utilization, mineral process-
ing and smelting, industrial minerals, occupational
health and technology in general. The papers on coal
mineralogy deall with the problem of removing pyrite
in order to reduce the sulfur content, the rold of
microscopy in coke production and the use of
microscopy in examining the residues left from the
conversion of coal to liquid petroleum products.
Most papers, as could be expected, focused on ore
mineralogy for beneficiation and smelting purposes.
These dealt with techniques such as analysis of trace
silver by SIMS and with the use of mineralogy to
improve gold recovery from refractory ores and the
reduction of chemical corrosion in transfer ladles.
Equally important was the application of mineral
investigations to solve industrial problems of con-
crete deterioration, the opacity of paper, rock cut-
ting with water-jet drills and architectural consqva-
tion. The uses of biomineralogy were applied to

pneumoconiosis and nephrology. That the subject
has come into its own is shown by the papers read
at the GAC-MAC meeting. Only a small number are
presented here for the readers of the journal.

As convenor of the special sessions, I take this.
opportunity to thank the GAC-MAC meeting
organizers for having this special session. In addi-
tion, Dr. Jeffrey-Levine, of the School of Mines and
Energy Development, University of Alabama,
accepted to act as associate editor covering the field
of coal petrology; Dr. Robert F. Martin, editor,
shepherded the manuscripts submitted through the
review process. Finally, I acknowledge the award of
a special grant in aid of publication of this special
collection of papers from the Canada Centre for
Mineral and Energy Technology, Energy, Mines and
Resources Canada.
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