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The unusual mineral content of the Deep Copper
Zone has implications both for the processing of the
ore and for further exploration. The precious metal
content is considerably higher than in the main
Strathcona orebody. PGE contents of more than 10
ppm have beeu measured. In order to recover the
PGE values, uew milling procedures are being
developed. A treatment separate from the regular ore
is being envisaged to avoid losses through pyrrho-
gils lailings.

The chlorine content of the ore is expected to lead
to increased chlorine contents in the water circulat-
ing in the mine. There are already indications of tJris
change. Accelerated corrosion of metallic fixtures
and, hence, higher maintenance costs are anticipated.

The high copper content and the presence of chlo-
rine minerals have led to speculation that the ore of
the Deep Copper Zone was formed by a unique
process that is different from the formation of the
main Sudbury ore. Hydrothermal fluids appear to
have played a role in the genesis ofthis interesting
deposit. This conclusion raises questions about ore
that may conceivably occur even farther away from
the footwall contact of the Sudbury Igneous
Complex.
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