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GLOSSARY OF GEOLOGICAL LOCALITIES
IN THE FORMER AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE, NOW IN ROMANIA

STEFAN NICOLESCU!
Department of Geology, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington 99164-2812, U.S.A.
ABSTRACT
This paper gives the Romanian equivalents of geologically relevant l?istorica.l German and Hungarian locality names in
Romania. Finding a locality in eastern Europe, usually within the borders of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire, has in general
proved to be a challenge. This listing of equivalents is intended to help mineral collectors and museum curators.
Keywords: Austro-Hungarian Empire, Romania, Transylvania, Banat, type localities.

SOMMAIRE

Le but de cet article est de donner les équivalents roumains de noms d’endroits importants en Roumanie exprimés en allemand
et hongrois dans la littérature géologique. Il s’avere en général assez difficile de trouver un endroit en Europe de I’Est, surtout s’il
s’agit d’un endroit dans le territoire de 1’ancien empire austro-hongrois. Cette liste d’équivalents vise en particulier les
collectionneurs de minéraux et les conservateurs de collections.

(Traduit par la Rédaction)

Mots-clés: empire austro-hongrois, Roumanie, Transylvanie, Banat, localités-types.

INTRODUCTION

Many geologically and mineralogically important
localities in present-day Romania, for example in Banat,
Bucovina, Maramures and Transylvania (Fig. 1),
became famous during the last century, when these
provinces were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
After World War I, the provinces became Romanian.
Although this happened eighty years ago, the scientific
community is still unaware of the political changes and
the consequent changes in locality names. However, a
very competent update on locality names for Central and
Eastern Europe was published by Slavik & Spencer
(1928). Despite this, labels in mineralogy museums
worldwide on samples from this part of Europe give
locality names that actually no longer exist, like
“Nagyig, Hungary”, or “Szdszkabdnya, Hungary”. The
situation is not better in mineralogy textbooks and dic-
tionaries (e.g., Clark 1993, Blackburn & Dennen 1997).
Thus, an update on the matter is necessary, to serve not
only Romanian interests, but most importantly, the
international scientific community. It would be mislead-
ing to expect to collect a type material, for instance
pseudobrookite from “Arany-hegy” instead of Uroi; this
name, like many others, is simply not valid.
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The list is structured in seven parts: Provinces,
Major mining localities, Other localities quoted in the
geological literature, Mountains or Hills with geologi-
cal relevance, Rivers with geological relevance, Major
cities and finally Poorly located places. 1t is not the
intention of the author to give an exhaustive list for
all localities in Banat, Bucovina, Maramures and
Transylvania. For further details, the interested reader
is referred to the work of Suciu (1968).

Note that Romanian legislation enacted in 1997
allows for bilingual names in localities with at least 20%
of the population belonging to a national minority. The
law might bear direct consequence on type-locality
names for mineral species, especially in Transylvania
and Banat, where it could happen that both the Roma-
nian and the German or Hungarian names of some
localities are now in use. However, the Romanian
locality names listed below are to be found on any map
or in any geographic atlas.

LINGuisTic BRIEFING ABOUT MODERN ROMANIAN
In order to facilitate both reading and understanding

of Romanian locality names, a short linguistic briefing
is given.
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Romanian is a phonetic language. After Italian, it is
the closest to classical Latin of all Romance languages.
Thus, Italian, French, Spanish and Portuguese speakers
find written Romanian more or less comprehensible,
Romanian evolved from Dacoromanian (the Latin
dialect spoken north of the Danube, in the Roman
province of Dacia) by the end of the first millennium
AD, after incorporating some Slavonic words in its
basic Latin framework. Very few Dacian words are
preserved in modern Romanian. Romanian dialects
are also spoken in restricted areas south of the Danube:
Macedoromanian in parts of the Pindus Mountains
(Greece) and parts of the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Meglenoromanian around Thessaloniki
(Greece), Istroromanian in the Istria peninsula near
Rijeka (Croatia), and Aromanian in parts of Albania.

Romanian has a 27-letter Latin alphabet, with four
unique letters: two vowels: & (like the English indefi-

nite article in “a map”), and 4 or { (same sound; no pho-
netic English equivalent), and two consonants: § (like
“sh” in “shape”) and ¢ (like “ts” in “deposits™). Being a
phonetic language, every letter is separately read. There
are four exceptions to this rule: ce (like “che” in
“check™), ci (like “chi” in “chicken”), ge (like “ge” in
“gem”) and gi (like “gi” in “ginger”).

Special mention should be made of the vowels
and f. Although they look very different, they are
pronounced in exactly the same way as one would pro-
nounce the “y” in Chernobyl in the original Russian
spelling. Things are more complicated for foreigners,
however, and even in some cases for Romanians, be-
cause a new rule recommended by the Romanian Acad-
emy in 1990 states that if a word starts with “1”, this is
the letter that should be used, whereas if the letter oc-
curs within a word, “4” is the letter to be used. As this is
merely a recommendation, both letters are to be found
in Romanian texts.

GLOSSARY OF HUNGARIAN, GERMAN AND ROMANIAN TERMS

The glossary of Hungarian, German and Romanian terms given below, expanded after the one of Slavik &
Spencer (1928), is intended as a help in “making sense” of the names in the locality list that follows.

HUNGARIAN uj, ij = new
4g = branch :20: f_m;)risi
akna = mine (single shaft) vas ;ron
als6 = lower e
iy =g e s =
bénya = mine working vBlay = valle
erd6 = forest 24 Y
falu, falva = village GERMAN
fehér, fejér = white Alt = old
fekete = black Ba c]; = brook
fels6 = upper iy

B =
hédz = house b:id= nlz:-trh, Spa

hegy = mountain
hegység = mountain range

Berg = mountain
Deutsch = German

kereszt = cross i

¢ ¢ Dorf = village
k}rély = king Eisen = iron
kls = little Feld = field
k6 = stone Fels = rock

kozet = rock
magyar = Hungarian
mez6 = meadow

Gebirge = mountain range
Gross = big, great
Grube = mine

nagy = big, great Jung = young
német = German Klein = little

O =old Kreuz = cross
oldh = Romanian Neu = new

patak = brook Ober = upper

1éz = copper Salz = salt

s6 = salt Stadt = town
szekér = cart Stein = rock
szent = saint, holy Thal, Tal = valley
t6t = Slovak Unter = lower

Wald = forest
Wiese = meadow

ROMANIAN

arami = copper

aur = gold

baia = mine workings
cetate = fortress

deal, dealu = hill

de jos = lower

de sus = upper

fier = iron

mare = great, big

mic, mici = little

mini = mine

munte = mountain
munfii = mountain range
negru, neagrii = black
nou = new

ocna = mine (single shaft)
orag = town

pidure = forest

périiu, pardu = brook
piatrd = stone, rock
poiana = meadow

romén, roméani = Romanian
sare = salt

sat = village

sfant, sfantu = saint, holy
vechi, veche = old

vale = valley
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Fic. 1. Map of Romania, giving location of historical provinces.

HuUNGARIAN OR GERMAN NAMES OF ROMANIAN LOCALITIES AND THEIR EQUIVALENTS

Old name (Hungarian, German, or both)

PROVINCES
Béndt, Bansdg
Bukovina, Bukowina
Erdély
Méramaros, Médrmaros, Marmarosch
Siebenbiirgen

MAJOR MINING LOCALITIES

BANAT
Csiklova(bénya)
Dognécska, Dognaczka, Dognatschka, Dognazka
Eisenstein
Moldava, Moldawa!
Moravica, Moravicza, Moravitza, Moraviza
Neu Moldowa
Oravica, Oravicza, Oraviiza, Orawicza
Ruszkica, Russzkitza, Ruszkitza
Ruszkabénya, Ruszkberg
Szé4szka(bdnya)
ﬁj Moldova, U'jmoldova
Vasko

1
of Moldavia.

Modern (Romanian) equivalent

Banat (partly in Serbia)

Bucovina (partly in the Ukraine)
Transilvania, Ardeal

Maramures (partly in the Ukraine)
Transilvania, Ardeal

Ciclova Montani
Dognecea
Ocna de Fier
Moldova Noua
Ocna de Fier
Moldova Nou#
Oravita
Ruschita
Rusca Montani
Sasca Montan3
Moldova Noui
Ocna de Fier

In other instances, but not usually in the geological and mineralogical literature, the same name refers to the historical province
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Rézbéinya
Vale Sacca

Fundul Moldowi
Jakobeni
Kirlibaba

Bajutz

Borpatak
Borsa-Makerlo
Borsabédnya
Erzsébetbdnya
Felsobénya

Herzsa

Tloba, Illoba

Kapnik, Kapnikbanya
Kisbanya

Léposbédnya
Léposbénya (Oldhldposbédnya)
Miszbdnya, Misztbdnya
Nagytarna
Oléhl4posbdnya
Strimbuiu, Strimbulu
Szaszir

Turc, Turcz

Zazar

Abrudbénya
Altrodna
Aranyosbdnya
Balé4n, Baldnbénya
Boica, Boicza
Bucsum

Csertés

Facebaj, Facebdnya, Faczebay, Faczebaja

Felsocsertés
Gross Schlatten
Gyalér

Jarabdnya
Keresbdnya
Kirisbdnya
Kisbdnya

Klein Schilaten
Korosbédnya
Kriscsor
Muncsel, Muntsel
Muska

Nagyég, Nagy-Ag

THE CANADIAN MINERALOGIST

Bmor County

Bucovina

Maramures County

TRANSYLVANIA

Biita (Bihor County)
Valea Seaci (Bita) (Bihor County)

Fundu Moldovei
Iacobeni
Cérlibaba

Baiu

Valea Borcutului
Baia Borsa

Baia Borsa

Biiiut,

Baia Sprie

Herja

Iba

Cavnic

Chiuzbaia

Baita

Biiug

Nistru

Tarna Mare

Baiug
Strdmbul-Biut
Sisar (Baia Mare)
Turt

Sasar (Baia Mare)

Abrud

Rodna, Rodna Veche

Baia de Arieg
Bilan

Baita

Bucium
Certeju de Sus
Fata Biii (Zlatna)
Certeju de Sus
Abrud

Ghelar
Biisoara

Baia de Cri
Baia de Cris
Béisoara
Zlatna

Baia de Cris
Criscior
Muncel
Musca
Sicaramb
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Offenbénya Baia de Aries
Oradna Rodna, Rodna Veche
Szekeremb Séchramb
Szvregyel Biita
Telek Teliuc
Verespatak Rosia Montani
Vorospatak Rosia Montand
Zalathna, Zalatna Zlatna

OTHER LOCALITIES QUOTED IN THE GEOLOGICAL LITERATURE

BanaTt
Bergwerk Bogschan Bocsa
Bogséan, Bogschan Bocsa
Delinjest, Delinyest Delinesti
Drenkova Drencova
Domén, Doméany Doman
Gerlistje, Gerlistye Garliste
Komdrnik Comarnic
Liliesch Lilieci
Ljupkova, Ljupkova Thal Liubcova
Lupak Lupac
Majdan, Majddn Bridisoru de Jos
Pojana Moruluj Poiana Mirului
Romaéngladna Gladna Roménd
Rumunyest Roménesti
Sziszka Sasca Roméini
Szekul Secu
Steyersdorf Steierdorf (Anina)
Tilva Nukului Talva Nucului
Tirnova Tarnova
Trencova, Trenkova Drencova
Bucovina
Poschorita Pojorita
Wamma Vama
MARAMURE§ County
Sikarlo Cicarliu
TRANSYLVANIA
Alvinc, Alvintz Vintul de Jos
Bisztra Bistra
Cserisor Ceri§or
Csikszentdomokos Sandominic
Deés-Akna, Désakana Ocna Dej
Domokos Sandominic
Felviéca, Felvdcza Vata de Sus
Felvinc Unirea
Fiile Filia
Fiizes Fizes
Gyalu Gildu
Hercegény, Herczeginy Hirtdgani

Kajanel, Kajénel Ciinelu de Sus, Jos
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Kis-Muncsel

Lovéte

Lunkani, Lunkény
Marostijvar
Mez6madaras

Mocs

Nédfalva

Neu-Sinka, Neuschinka
Oléhpidn

Oléhfalu

Parajd

Pereu Dracului
Porkura

Rdkos

Salzburg

Sily-Vajdej

Sinka

Szelistye
Szentegyhdzasoldhfalu
Szentdomokos
Szentpéterfalva
Tihuca, Tihuthal
Toplica, Toplitza
Trestja, Tresztia, Tresztya
Vajdej

Vizakna

Viélyemika, Valje Mike
Wlachendorf
Zsilyvajdejvulkan

Muncelu Mic

Lueta

Luncanii de Sus, Jos
Ocna Mureg
Miédérag (Mures County)
Mociu

Trestia (Brad)

$inca Noud

Pianu de Sus
Vlihita

Praid

Pargul Dracului (Sinca Nou#)
Porcurea, Véligoara
Racos

Ocna Sibiu

Vulcan

Sinca Veche

Siliste (Sciradmb)
Vlzhita

Sandominic
Séanpetru

Tihuta

(Toplita (Sicardmb)
Trestia (Brad)
Vulcan

Ocna Sibiu

Biita

Vlihita

Vulcan

MOUNTAINS OR HILLS WITH GEOLOGICAL RELEVANCE

Bmor CounTy
Biharberg, Bihar-hegység
Kirdlyerd6

Maramures County
Totos

TRANSYLVANIA
Arany Berg, Aranyer Berg, Aranyi-hegy
Braija-Berg
Csetitye
Csetrés
Erdélyi-érchegység
Fericsel
Gorgeleu
Kakuk-hegy
Kereszthegy
Kisbanyahavas
Kreuzberg
Siebenbiirgische Erzgebirge
Vlegyésza
Vulkoj Berg
Wolfganger Gebirge

Mungii Bihor
Pidurea Craiului

Dealul Totos (Sighetu Marmatiei)

Migura Uroiului (Uroi, near Simeria)

Dealul Braia (Zlatna)

Dealul Cetate (Rosia Montani)
Dealul Cetrag (north of Zlatna)
Muntii Metaliferi

Dealul Fericelii (north of Zlatna)

Dealul Gérgélau (Zlatna)
Muntele Cucu

Dealul Crucii (Baia Mare)
Muntele Béisorii

Dealul Crucii (Baia Mare)
Muntii Metaliferi

Vlideasa

Dealul Vilcoi (Zlatna)
Cracul cu Aur (Ocna de Fier)



Aranyos
Kis-Kiikiillo
Koros
Nagy-Kiikiillé
Sil, Silthal
Zsil

Resica, Resicza, Reschitza
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RIVERS WITH GEOLOGICAL RELEVANCE

TRANSYLVANIA

MAJOR CITIES

BANAT

Temesvér, Temeschwar, Temeswar

Kimpolung

Méramarossziget
Nagybédnya

Bucovina

Maramures County

Szathmdr Némethy, Szathmdr, Szatmarnémeti

Szigeth

Bénffyhunyad

Brassé

Clausenburg
Csifkszereda
Grosswardein
Gyulafehérvér
Hermannstadt

Hunyad (Vajdahunyad)
Hunyad (Banffyhunyad)
Kézdivésarhely
Klausenburg
Kolozsvér

Kronstadt

Kovéiszna, Kowaszna
Marosvésarhely
Medgyes

Nagyvérad

Piski

Schissburg, Schessburg
Segesvir

Sz4szsebes

Szdszviros

Szeben

Vajdahunyad

Virad

TRANSYLVANIA

1379

Aries
Tarnava Mici
Cris

Térnava Mare
Jiu

Jin

Resita
Timigoara

Campulung Moldovenesc

Sighetu Marmatiei
Baia Mare
Satu Mare
Sighetu Marmatiei

Huedin
Bragov

Clyj
Miercurea Ciuc
Oradea

Alba Iulia
Sibiu
Hunedoara
Huedin
Targu Secuiesc
Clyj

Clyj

Bragov
Covasna
Téargu Mureg
Medias
Oradea
Simeria
Sighigoara
Sighigoara
Sebes
Oré§tie
Sibiu
Hunedoara
Oradea
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POORLY LOCATED

Ternare west of Drencova
BucoviNa
Stronior Gebirge west of Campulung Moldovenesc
MARAMURES
Feketebdnya Ocolis or Valea Neagré (Baia Mare area)
TRANSYLVANIA
Tacsa northeast of Trestia
Teristel north of Zlatna, perhaps Dealul Fericelii or Taratel

Timpu Gogonuluj
Traiza, Troiza

northeast of Trestia

northeast of Trestia; perhaps Troita, southwest of Trestia

TyPE LOCALITIES OF MINERALS IN PRESENT-DAY ROMANIA

The localities that mineral collectors and curators might come across most often are the seventeen that are type
localities for the 35 valid mineral species (acknowledged by the IMA CNMMN) described from present day Ro-

manian territory. These localities are:

Type Locaurry [former name in brackets]

Baia de Aries [ Aranyosbénya, Offenbédnyal
Baia Sprie [Felstbanya)

Ciclova Montana?, Banat [Csiklova(bdnya)]
Baita, Bihor County [Rézbdnya]

Cavnic [Kapnik]

Chiuzbaia [Kisbinyal]

Cioclovina Cave

Dealul Crucii mine, Baia Mare
[Kereszthegy, Kreuzberg (Nagybénya)]

Dognecea? [Dognécska, Dogndczka,
Dogndtschka, Dognézka]

Faga Baii (Zlatna) [Facebaj, Facebdnya,
Faczebay, Faczebaja (Zalathna, Gross-Schlaten)]

Herja, near Chiuzbaia [Herzsa)

M&daras [Mezdmadaras]

Mdgura Uroiului [Arany Berg,
Aranyer Berg, Aranyi-hegy]

Moldova Noud [Moldawa, Moldava, Moldova,
Ijj Moldova, Ijjmoldova, Neu Moldowa]

Ocna de Fier [Vask6, Mordvica, Morédvicza,
Mordvitza, Mordviza, Eisenstein]

Oravita [Orawica, Oravicza, Oravitza, Orawicza]

Sacardmb [Nagydg, Szekerembe]

MINERAL SPECIES

sylvanite

andorite, dietrichite, felstbdnyaite, klebelsbergite,
monsmedite, semseyite, szmikite

hdrnesite, wollastonite-1A

hemimorphite, kotoite, makovickyite,

paderaite, sz4ibélyite

rhodochrosite

fizélyite

ardealite

filloppite
wollastonite-1A
tellurium
parajamesonite
merrihueite
pseudobrookite
cyanotrichite
ludwigite,veszelyite
alloclasite

alabandite, krautite, krennerite, muthmannite,
nagyégite, petzite, stiitzite, tellurite
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The most productive Romanian mineral localities
with regard to valid mineral species, are Shcarimb
(Nagydg), with eight, Baia Sprie (Fels6bdnya), with
seven, and Baita (Rézbanya), with five minerals, respec-
tively. The original references to these mineral species
are given in Clark (1993) and Blackburn & Dennen
(1997).

The type locality of wollastonite-14 is still problem-
atic and requires a few explanations. According to Clark
(1993), J. Léman in 1818 renamed the “Tafelspath” from
Dognecea described by Stiitz (1793) as wollastonite
(wollastonite-14). However, although present at
Dognecea, wollastonite has a subordinate character in
the skarn paragenesis. It seems very likely that Stiitz,
who apparently did not visit the deposit, described
“Tafelspath” in a poorly located hand specimen brought
to him, probably from another skarn deposit in Banat,
i.e., Ciclova, where wollastonite is widespread and well
developed. Thus, Ciclova and not Dognecea may be the
true type-locality for wollastonite [G. Papp, pers.
commun.; see also Estner (1797) and Esmark (1798)].
Beudant (1832) also quoted “Csiklova” as the sole oc-
currence of wollastonite in Banat. However, at this stage
it seems that more data are needed to “move” the type
locality of wollastonite from Dognecea to Ciclova. One
can be sure, however, that the type locality of
wollastonite is in Banat, in present-day Romania.

The status of monsmedite is questionable; it is
voltaite according to Zemann (1992), but because it has
not yet formally been discredited, it is listed in the list
of valid mineral species.
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