
NEW DATA ON HETAEROLITE, HYDROHETAEROLITE,
CORONADITE, AND HOLLANDITE
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Hetaeroiite, ZnMnrOn, isisostructuralwith hausmannite, MnMn:Or. Weissenbergr-ray

study of  type hetaerol i te Eave:  ao:5.74,  cn:g 15;  os:c6:1:1.594,  a ic:1.5952 (morph.) ;

cell contents ZnMneOm. The hetaerolite described by Palache in 1928 from Sterling Hill

and Franklin, New Jersey, is identical with the original hetaerolite of Moore (1877) from

Sterling Hill.
The so-called hetaerolite from Sterling Hill described by Palache and Schaller in 1910

apparently is the same as that from Leadville, Colorado, described by Ford and Bradley in

1913. The Leadville mineral, for which the name hydrohetaerolite hasbeen proposed, dif-

fers from type hetaerolite in its fibrous character, in tray cell dimensions (ao:5.71,

eo:9.O4; body-centered tetragonal (?)), in slightly lower indices of refraction, and in ap-

parently containing a few per cent each of Sioz and Hzo. Proof of tetragonal symmetry and

of homogeneity is lacking. The status of the mineral is uncertain.

Coronadite is a valid species and is isostructural with hollandite. Hollandite has been

thought to be tetragonal from uncertain morphological evidence, but r-ray powder study

suggests that it and coronadite are only pseudotetragonal. Coronadite has the cornposition

MnPbMnaOu. The composition of hollandite is uncertain, but the mi4eral appears to be

the barium analogue, MnBaMn6Ora, of coronadite. Psilornelan e (17/6Bao) and hoilandite

are distinct species.

HBraBnorrrn

The name hetaerolite was given by Moore in 1877 to a massive min-

eral found with chalcophanite at Sterling Hill, New Jersey. Moore stated

that the mineral had the composition ZnMn2Oa, analogous to hausman-

nite, MnMnzOa, but he did not quote the figures of his analysis nor did

he describe the physical and chemical properties in sufficient detail to

adequately characterize the substance. In 1910, Palache published an

analysis made by Schaller in 1906 of a fibrous mineral from Sterling Hill

that was thought to be identical with the original hetaerolite of Moore.

The water reported in the analysis (column 2, Table 1) was regarded as

due to admixed chalcophanite and the formula ZnMnzO+, originally sug-

gested by Moore, was assigned to the mineral' A few years later' in 1913,

Ford. and Bradley described a fibrous mineral found with chalcophanite

in the Wolftone mine, Leadville, Colorado' The analysis by Bradley
(column 3, Table 1) gave the formula ZnzMnrOs' H2O, after the deduc-

tion of about 10 per cent hemimorphite which was supposed to be present

in order to account for the SiO2 reported. The name hetaerolite was re-

tained for this mineral by Ford and Bradley on the belief that the original

* Contribution from the Department of Mineralogy and Petrography, Harvard Uni-

versity, No. 249. 
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1. Hetaerolite. Sterling Hill, New Jersey. Rem. is MgO. Bauer's anal. in Palache

(re28).
2. Hydrohetaerolite. Sterling Hill, New Jersey HrOf 1.42, HzO- 2.47. Schaller's

anal. in Palache (1910).

3. Hydrohetaerolite. Wolftone mine, Leadville, Coiorado. Average of two analyses.

Bradley's anal. in Ford and Bradley (1913).

4. Hydrohetaerolite. Leadville, Colorado. Palmer's anal in Wells (1937).

5. Coronadite. Bou Tazoult, Morocco. Rem. is CaO 0.05, CuO 0.14, PzOr 0.03, AszOr

0.04, VrOs 0.20, COz 0 04. Campredon's anal. in Orcel (1933).

6. Coronadite. Coronado vein, Clifton-Morenci, Arizona. Rem. is MoO: 0.37, CuO

0.05. Recalculated to 100 after deduction of 7 .22 insol. and 0.45 alkalies, CaO, MgO, and

loss of wt. Hillebrand's anal. in Lindgren and Hillebrand (19O1).

7. Hollandite. Kajlidongri, India. Winch's anal. in Ferrnor (1909).
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hetaerolite of Moore was not anhydrous but contained water. Moore
said that his mineral yielded a little water in the closed tube. These
writers also considered that the water in Schaller's analysis was essential
and not due to admixed chalcophanite. A recent re-analysis (column 4,
Table 1) by Palmer of the mineral from Leadville is cited by Wells
(1937), and this also shows about 4 per cent of water.

In 1928, Palache described a mineral found as pyramidal crystals in
the unoxidized ore at Sterling Hill and Franklin, New Jersey. This
material was analyzed by Bauer and proved to be anhydrous ZnMn2Oa.
Goniometric measurement proved that the mineral was tetragonal and
morphologically related to hausmannite. It was then proposed by Pa-
lache to adopt Moore's name hetaerolite for the anhydrous mineral,
analogous to hausmannite, here recognized, since this was the sense of the
original definition. The actual material of Moore, together with the ap-
parently hydrous mineral analyzed. by Schaller was separated under the
name hydrohetaerolite as a distinct species. The hydrous mineral from
Leadville, described by Ford and Bradley, also is to be classed as hydro-
hetaerolite.

Part of the original specimen of hetaerolite described by Moore and
the original specimens of so-called hetaerolite measured and analyzed by
Palache and Bauer were available to the writers for study. X-ray powder
patterns, taken in Fe radiation, of these specimens proved to be identi-
cal. The nomenclature used by Palache is, therefore, entirely proper. A
Weissenberg r-ray examination was made of a measured crystal of
hetaerolite. The data obtained are summarized in Table 2, and com-

o i c
(morph. Cleavage
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G,
(obs.

IIaus-
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2 . 4 5 5
+  0 . 0 2 + 0 .

{001 } sood,
{ 1 1 2 }  a n d  [ 0 1 1 ]
indistinct

pletely confirm the supposed isostructural relation to hausmarrnite. The
*-ray data given for hausmannite are from the powder and rotation study
of Atninoff (1936). The specific gravity, given in the original description
as 4.85, was re-determined on the microbalance and found to be 5.18.
An imperfect cleavage on {001} was observed on macroscopic crystals,
and one and possibly two additional cleavages were noted in crushed
grains under the microscope. The latter cleavages probably correspond
to the {011} and lII2l , cleavages of hausmannite. The morphological

Tasln 2. CoupanrsoN or lfnrarnolrrn eNn Hausu.a.rrwrB



HETAEROLITE, HYDROHETAEROLITE, CORONADITE, HOLLANDITE 5I
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ratio a;c:l:1.1280, given by Palache, refers to the doubled, face-
centered structural cell, and becomes l:1.5952 in the body-centered unit
here taken.

HvonounraERoLrrE

A small fragment from the type specimen of the fibrous hydrohetaero-
Iite from Leadville described by Ford and Bradley was available for
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study. Unfortunately, the identity of the specimen of hydrohetaerolite
from Sterling Hill analyzedby Schaller appears to be lost. Several speci-
mens of botryoidal hydrohetaerolite from Sterling Hill stated by Pro-
fessor Palache to be representative of this mineral were, however, avail-
able for study.

An n-ray powder photograph of the Leadville mineral was indexed
with the exception of 5 out of 31 lines in terms of a body-centered te-
tragonal cell with ao:5.71 and co:9.04. Fe radiation was employed.
The spacing data are given in Table 3. The pattern is very similar to that
of hetaerolite, but relative differences in spacings and in the intensity
of some lines are apparent. Further, distinct new lines appear on the
hydrohetaerolite pattern. Several of these lines were indexed in terms of
the cited cell, but efiorts to index the others in terms of any tetragonal
cell were unsuccessful. The extra lines may be due to admixture (al-

though the sample appeared homogeneous under the microscope), or to
a departure from true tetragonal symmetry. X-ray patterns also were
made of specimens of so-called hydrohetaerolite from Sterling Hill.
These specimens proved to be gross mixtures of chalcophanite with an-
other mineral which could not definitely be shown to be hetaerolite or
hydrohetaerolite because the critical lines were obscured by over-
lapping chalcophanite lines and by general fogging. The impression was
gained, however, that hydrohetaerolite was present.

X-ray rotation and 0-layer and 1-layer Weissenberg photographs were
taken about the fiber axis of a minute (0.1X0.05X0.4 mm.) fiber of the
Leadville mineral. The films were of poor quality due to sub-parallel
aggregation and a slight twisting in the fiber. The fiber-period was
8.0+0.1 A. Both the 0- and l-layer Weissenberg fi lms had the plane
symmetry Czr, with a two-fold axis of symmetry and planes of symmetry
at 90o. The poor quality of the films, however, tenders their true sym-
metry content uncertain. The (apparent) symmetry content of the films
restricts the symmetry and orientation of the fibers to five possibilities:

(1) Orthorhombic, with the centroslnnmetry V 1,, and the rotation axis either 11001' [010] or
[001].
(2) Tetragonal, with the centrosymmetry Da1,, and the rotation axis either [100], [010] or

[110] .
(3) Hexagonal, with the centros;rmmetry D61", and. the rotation axis either [1010], [0110] or

lT100l .  :  i ,
(4) Isometric, with the centrosymmetry T6 and the rotation axis either [100], 1010] or

[001].
(5) Isometric, with the centrosymmetry O1,, and the rotation axis either [110], [101] or [011].

The isometric possibilities are excluded by optical characters, but the
other three possibilities can not be distinguished by the evidence at hand.
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The tetragonal interpretation, however, is in accordance with the sym-

metry and cell dimensions obtained by the powder method. The fiber-
period 8.0+0.14, is close to the calculated period (8.07 A) of the

[110] direction of the powder cell, and the periods of the simplest

cell defined by the 0-layer Weissenberg film, 8.99 and 8.07 A, corre-
spond to periods (co:9.04, dn:8.07) of the powder cell. Both [110]
and [001] would appear on the 0-layer film if the rotation axis was [110].
The systematic omissions on the Weissenberg films lead to the par-

tial space grotp I4f a d', if. tetragonal symmetry and a [110] orientation
are assumed.

Optically, the Leadville mineral appears to be uniaxial negative.
Larsen (192I) gives the indices as <,l:2.26+0.02, e :2.10*0.02. Larsen
(1921) records the indices of hetaerolite from Franklin as <'t:2.34'10.02,
e:2.1410.021 Berman (cited in Palache (1928)) gives the indices of
hetaerolite from Sterling Hil l as @:2.35!0.02, e:2.I0* 0.02. Larsen
states that the elongation of the fibers is positive, and the writers have
found this to be true in most instances, but not for all of the fibers. On
the reflecting goniometer almost all of the fibers exhibit up to six or eight
cleavage surfaces at what appear (for the most part) to be random angles.
The random arrangement doubtlessly is due to an intergrowth. One set
of parallel faces occurs on many fibers. Most fibers, if not markedly
composite, give a more or less perfect uniaxial optic axis figure. The opti
cal data indicate that the mineral has at least one good cleavage in the
elongation, and that the elongation must be perpendicular to [001] of a
tetragonal mineral. The fiber used in the Weissenberg o-ray study ex-
hibited one good cleavage along the fiber length. This cleavage was iden-
tified by the instrumental correlation between the *-ray and reflecting
goniometers as {001} in the (apparent) tetragonal cell, and the direction
of elongation, as already noted, appears to be [110]. The optical and
tc-ray data thus are consistent.

The hydrohetaerolite from Leadville and true hetaerolite are now seen
to be very similar. The partial space group I4/a d, (?) and cleavage of
hydrohetaerolite is consistent with the space group (14/amd.) and cleav-
age of hetaerolite. The color, luster, and hardness of the two minerals are
practically identical. The specific gravity of hydrohetaerolite is relatively
Iow, but the reported value, 4.65, is questionable because of the fibrous
nature of the material. The writers failed to get values above 4.65 on the
microbalance. Hydrohetaerolite differs from hetaerolite principally in its
somewhat lower indices of refraction, in its smaller cell dimensions, and
in the presence of a few per cent each of HzO and SiOz.

The atomic contents of the (apparent) tetragonal unit cell are given
for the three existing analyses in Table 1. A specific gravity of 5.51 was
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assumed for the purposes of the calculation; irrationalcell contents are
obtained if the observed specific gravities are used. The cell contents of
the material from Sterling Hill analyzedby Schaller (column 2) are aI-
most  exact ly  Znl (Mn,  Si ) rO*.2H2O, wi th Si :Mn:0.148:3.852.  The two
analyses of the material from Leadville (columns 2, 3) show a small ex-
cess of Zn,about equal to the Si, when calculated on this basis. The cell
contents of the Leadville mineral possibly may be Zn4(Mn, Zn, Si)3
Oro'2HrO. If the Si is deducted as hemimorphite, the cell contents are
close to ZnrMnsOro'2HzO and the simplest formula is ZnMnzOa'H2O, as
argued by Ford and Bradley. In any case, it is difficult to accept the high
value 5.51 for the specific gravity required for rational cell contents, es-
pecially in view of the fact that the calculated specific gravity of anhy-
drous ZnMnzOr is only 5.23. The crystallographic and chemical charac-
ters of hydrohetaerolite are uncertain, as is its relation to hetaerolite,
and the mineral can at present be classed only as a doubtful species.

ConoNanrrB AND HOLLANDTTE

Coronadite was originally described by Lindgren and Hillebrand in
1905 from the Coronado vein, Clifton-Morenci district, Arizona. The
status of the mineral was brought into doubt by Fairbanks (1923), who
examined a specimen in polished section and stated that it was a mixture
of hollandite and an unidentified lead mineral. Later, in 1933, Lindgren
drew attention to a description by Orcel (1932) of a mineral from Bou
Tazoult, Morocco, apparently identical in physical and chemical prop-
erties with the original coronadite, and on this ground maintained the
validity of the species. At both occurrences the mineral forms dense
fibrous masses and crystallographic data are lacking.

A piece of the type-analyzed specimen of the coronadite from Morocco*
and the specimen of the coronadite from Arizona, examined by Fair-
banks, were available to the writers. The latter specimen is not part of
the type material of Lindgren and Hillebrand, but it was examined by
Lindgren in 1933 and was accepted as authentic. X-ray powder photo-
graphs taken in Fe radiation of the two specimens were identical, con-
firming the opinion of Lindgren as to the identity of the two minerals.
The coronadite patterns differed entirely from the patterns of cesarolite,
quenselite, manganite, psilomelane (17/s BaO) and pyrolusite. The pat-
terns were identical, however, with the pattern of hollandite from Kaj-
Iidongri, India. The specimens of hollandite consisted of large, coarse
crystals embedded in quartz and were unquestionably authentic. The
powder diffraction data for the two minerals are given in Table 2. Fermor,

* This specimen was presented by Orcel to Lindgren and is now preserved in the mineral
collection of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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in 1909, considered hollandite to be pseudotetragonal and possibly tri-
clinic or orthorhombic. However, in 1917 he measured rough and striated
crystals of the mineral and considered them to be tetragonal dipyram-
idal, with a'. c : l:0.2039.

Efforts to completely index the powder patterns of coronadite and
hollandite in terms of a tetragonal cell were unsuccessful. The patterns,
however, were indexed with the exception of a few lines in terms of a
body-centered (pseudo-) tetragonal cell with ao:6.94, co:5.71 lor
hollandite, and os:6.95, cs:5.72 for coronadite. The ratio of the cell
sides, os:cs:1:0.823, is almost four times the axial ratio of Fermor for
hollandite. The analyses and atomic contents of the pseudo-cells are
itemized in columns 5 and 6 of Table 1. The close approach to a simple
ratio of the atomic cell contents of coronadite suggests that the volume of
the pseudo-cell bears a simple relation to that of the true cell. The for-
mula of coronadite clearly is MnPbMnoOrr or MnPbMnoOu.HrO.
Water is lacking in the analysis of the isostructural mineral hollandite,
and this fact, together with the probable presence of hydrous impurities
and capillary water in the analyzed samples of coronadite, make it likely
that the mineral actually is anhydrous. The formulae 2MnOz.PbO and
3MnOz'RO were given by Orcel and by Hillebrand, respectively. The
value for the specific gravity used in the calculations was 5.44. This value
was the highest of eight new determinations on material from Morocco,
made on the microbalance, and is preferred to the value 5.505 of Orcel
and the value 5.246 of Lindgren and Hillebrand.

The isostructural relation of hollandite and coronadite indicates that
the two minerals should have the same general formula. The analysis of
hollandite (column 7, Table 1) immediately suggests that the mineral is
thebarium analogue of coronadite. The calculatedatomic ratio of holland-
ite, however, deviates from the ratio of coronadite in an irrational excess
of trivalent metals and a deficiency of divalent manganese. The analysis
is stated to have been made in a rough jungle laboratory and its accuracy
may be questioned. Possibly some or all of the Fe3 actually is present as
Fez in substitution for Mn2. If this is the case, the formula may be
(Mn, Fe)BaMnoOrn. A new analysis on material of demonstrated homo-
geneity is needed.

Fermor's belief that hollandite is the coarsely crystalline equivalent
of psilomelane, and is either identical with or closely allied to romane-
chite, proves to be without foundation. The powder patterns of hol-
landite and psilomelane (I7/6 BaO) are entirely unlike, and while both
minerals are essentially oxides of Ba, Mn2 and Mna, their atomic ratios
appear to be different. An r-ray study by Vaux (1937) and unpublished
r-ray work by one of the writers (C.F.) has shown that romanechite is
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identical with psilomelane. According to Vaux, psilomelane is ortho-
rhombic, with d0 : 9. 1 , bs: 13.7 , co: 2.86t and has the general formula
HaRzMneOgo, where R:Mn2, Ba, Mg, Ca, Co, Cu, and Ni. In there-
ported analyses of known psilomelane, Mn2 and Ba are in the approxi-
mate ratio 1:1, with Ba corresponding to ca. 17 per cent BaO, and the
other divalent constituents are ordinarily present in amounts of one per
cent or less of RO.
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