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Abstract

New data for the meteoritic mineral farringtonite indicates that it is essentially Mg"(PO'),
with some Fe'* substitution for Mg but with less than 0.05 wt percent Si substitution for
P . F a r r i n g t o n i t e h a s a - 8 . 7 9 , b - 8 . 2 2 , c - 5 . 0 7 4 , 8 : 1 2 0 . 5 ' , a n d s p a c e g r o u p P 2 ' / a .
Indexed powder data are presented. Farringtonite may co-exist with olivine, iron metal, and
schreibersite under equilibrium conditions; its survival in the pallasites does not require rapid
cooline.

The empirical formula of farringtonite, a then-new
mineral from the Springwater pallasite, was correctly
determined by DuFresne and Roy ( 1961 ) as
Mga(POr)2. Some of their published data, however,
have left doubt that the mineral is equivalent to the
synthetic compound. The lsrvr card for farringtonite
(13-554) contains a question mark after the formula
Mg3(PO+),:. Similarly the rsrru card (19-767) for
the compound Mg.(POa)2 questions the equivalence
with the mineral. Because of these uncertainties we
have re-examined the composition and X-ray data
for farringtonite to establish an exact description.
The mineral, as yet unknown terrestrially, has sub-
sequently been identified in several other pallasites
by Fuchs (1967). We here include new composi-
tional data for the mineral from the Krasnojarsk and
Springwater pallasites and new X-ray data for
Springwater farringtonite; the X-ray powder pattern
for Krasnojarsk farringtonite is identical and is not
included.

The composition given by DuFresne and Roy
(1961) was determined by optical spectrography on
two concentrated samples. There are considerable
differences between the analyses, the major elements

'Based in part on work performed under the auspices of
the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission and NASA Research
Grants.

deviating several percentage points from the ideal
composition. They concluded that the composition
approached that of Mgr(POa)2 and furthermore their
X-ray powder pattern was nearly identical to that for
the synthetic compound. The silica content (about
3 wt percent), in what they considered the better
of their two analyses, was considered to be in solid
solution. Olsen and Fredriksson (1966) found less
than 500 ppm of silica in their microprobe analyses
of Springwater farringtonite; this probe analysis,
however, totalled 104 percent for some unknown
reason.

Electron microprobe analyses were made of the
mineral from both the Springwater and Krasnojarsk
pallasites (Table 1). The composition is essentially
Mgr(PO+)z with some Fe2* substitution for Mg,
but with only a trace substitution of Si for P.

The X-ray powder pattem reported by DuFresne
and Roy (  l96 l )  c i tes a weak l ine at  3.45A (c lose

to the very strong line at 3.41) and a weak, diffuse
line at 2.64L. Neither of these is present in our
pattern or in the two patterns for synthetic
Mg*(POa), in the ASrM fi le. Additionally, several
prominent l ines were omitted: 3.20, 2.99, 1.86,
1.83, I.64 and 1.56A. Our indexed X-ray powder
pattern is presented in Table 2. Cell constants and
indexing were obtained from precession and Weis-
senberg photographs on two selected grains. Rota-
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TesrE. 1. Electron Microprobe Analyses of Farringtonite
from Two Pallasites*

a  8 . 7 9 ( l ' ) , 8 . 8 2 ( 2 ) ;  b  8 . 2 2 ( 2 \ , 8 . 2 3 ( 2 ) )  c  5 M  ( 1 . ) ,

5.070(a)A;  B I20.5(5) ,  121.0(5)" .  Our constants
for the compound deviate slightly from those re-
ported by Calvo (1963) from diffractometer trac-
ings:  a 8.80;  b 8.31;  c  5.07A;  B I2O.7" .  The space
group for farringtonite is P21f a, which is the same
as that tentatively assigned by Calvo for Mgr(PO+)2.

The optical properties are essentially the same as
those published by DuFresne and Roy (1961). Our
2V of 47-48o is lower than their 54-55".

Farringtonite in Springwater has suffered some ter-
restrial alteration which has not been previously re-
ported. Most grains are surrounded by and often
include a straw-yellow powdery material which we
have identifled as MgHPOI'3H2O. Although its X-
ray powder pattern is identical to that listed for this
substance on ASTM card.20-153, considerable iron
is present, judging by the film darkening taken with
Cu radiation. We were careful to select unaltered
portions of farringtonite grains for our X-ray and
analytical work.

A final point raised by DuFresne and Roy ( 1961 )
pertains to the stability of farringtonite in the pres-
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tions were made about the b and c crystallographic
axes. Our monoclinic cell constants (underlined)
compare favorably with those we determined from
Weissenberg photographs for synthetic Mgr(PO+)g:

Tasln 2. X-Ray Diffraction Data for Farringtonite from the Springwater Pallasite*
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ence of Fe-Ni metal and schreibersite, (Fe,Ni)rP.
They contended that the phosphate is unstable at its
melting point (given as 1180"C) in the presence of
metal and therefore its survival required that the
meteorite cooled rapidly through "the freezing in-
terval" of a few days. This hypothesis is untenable in
light of the following considerations, some of which
were not available to them. Short and Goldstein
(1967) calculated that the cooling rate of the Spring-
water pallasite was the lowest of many irons and
pallasites they considered-about 0.4"C per million
years in the vicinity of 500"C. This rate indicates
that the meteorite resided in a well-insulated position
in a parent body such that the cooliing rate was low
even at higher temperatures. Additional support for
the attainment of thermal equilibrium in the pallasites
was given by Mason (1963) who showed that the
composition of olivine in a given pallasite is uniform
(including Springwater) and is related to the com-
position of the metal according to Prior's rules. Fuchs
(1967) has shown that the occurrence of the
meteoritic phosphate minerals farringtonite, stan-
fieldite [Caa(Mg,Fe)u(POo)u], and whitlockite
[Car(PO+)z] in the pallasites is in accord with the
equil ibrium diagram of Ando (1958). Olsen and
Fredriksson (1966) calculated from thermodynamic
data the oxidation conditions for the equilibrium
between olivine, iron metal, schreibersite, farring-
tonite, and oxygen. The co-existence of these phases
at a given temperature is related to the fugacity of

oxygen. Based on all of these considerations, rapid
cooling is not a requirement to account for the ob-
served phases, including farringtonite.
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