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dual peaks attributable to the six hydrogen atoms
were recognized on this map. Unfortunately
these maxima rilere rather diffuse and therefore
did not give sufficiently reliable indications for
an accurate positioning of the H atoms; it was
considered prefemble to locate H atoms at cal-
culated positions ls of the distance from the
donor oxygen toward tle acceptor oxygen along
the hydrogen bridge.s previously recognized on
tle basis of o-o distances. Inclusion of these
atoms in the structure factor calculations with
rough coordinates and B=4.5k reduced R to
0.M2 for observed reflections and to 0.060 for

S y o E e t r y  c o d a :

lotre a J

i)  l -x 2-Y

i i )  1 - !  l - Y

i i i )  - a  l - y

i v )  - v

v )  l - x  t

v i )  - x  t  l ' z

v i i )  :  1 - J  l + z

v i i i )  :  l - Y  - l r z

i x )  x  - ,  - l  + "

: )  .  
- x  - l + Y  l - z

x t )  N  2 - 9  ' L + z

L - z

t - z

,..

-:



78 THE CANADIAN MINERALOGIST

TABLE 6 .  SELECTED I ITEBATOTIC ANCL!s

the Depository of Unpublished Data, CISTI,
National Research Council of Canada, Ottawa,
Ontario KlA 0S2.

DrscussroN

Figures l, 2 and 3 show the atomic arrange-
ment in the structure of hydroboracite. Inter-
atomic distances and angles are given in Tables
5 and 6 respectively.

The Mg atoms lie on symmetry centers and
are octahedrally coordi,nated by four water
molecules (O(1), O(2) and their sy.mmetry equi-
valents) and two hydroxyls (O(3) and its sym-

Fro.3.-A c-axis projection of the structure. Dotted lines indicate hydrogen
bonds. Small numbers label the hydrogen atoms (small black iircles);
larger numbers designate the oxygens (open circles) belonging to two
water molecules and to the three hydroxyl groups.

all data. Because of some inconsistencies in thE
shifts, the hydrogen atom parameters were not
refined.

The structure refinement was performed with
the CII 10070 computer using a modified ver-
sion of the full-matrix least-squares Drosram
ORFLS @using er a/. 1962). Neutial-itom
scattering factors for Mg, Ca, O and B were
taken from Cromer & Waber (1965), while for
H the values by Stewart et al. (1965) were used.
The positional and isotropic thermal parameters
are given in Table 3; anisotropic tlerrnal para-
meters appear in Table 4. A table of structure
factors may be obtained at nominal charge from

to tnp
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fiietry Qquivalent). These Me(H'O)r(OE)z octa-
hedra are linked to each other through O(1)
corners into chains that extend along c. An
interesting feature is the- greater length of the
MF-O(l) distance Q.2l9A) in the c direction in
relation to the Mg:-O distances perpendicular to
the chain (2.020 and 2.054A,). The mean value
of 2.098A is close to the values found for octa-
hedrally coordinated magnesiurn in other struc-
tures. The coordination polyhedron is regular,
the greatest deviation from 9Oo being 3.2'.
The Mg-Mg distance in the chains is 4.12A.

The Ca atom lies on a twofold axis and is 8-
coordinated by four hydroxyls and four oxygen
atoms. The Ca-O distances range from 2.351 to
2.64A; the average is2.46lA, slightly less than
the sum of effective ionic radii given by Shan-
non (1976). The Ca polyhedron was well de-
scribed by Rumanova & Ashirov (196$; in shape
it is halfway between a right orthorhombic prism
and an orthorhombic. antiprism. Each Ca poly-
hedron lies on the two-fold axis and shares its
hydroxyls (O(9) and its sy.m.metry equivalents)
with adjacent Ca polyhedra to form a chain of
edge-shared polyhed.ra running parallel to the
Mg chains and at Yzx, 1/zy from them. The
C*Ia" distance is 4.13A.

The strusture of hydroboracite contains the
[BaO4(OH)a]'- polyanion consisting of two boron
-oxygen tetrahedra and a boron-oxygen triangle,
corner-linked in such a way as to build up a
boron-orygen ring. These groups are linked to
each other to form infinite boron-oxygen chains.
The structural unit, consisting of a pair of te-
trahedra and one triangle (21, A), is a very com-
mon R-O group found in polyborate structures
and is evidently a particularly stable configura-
tion. Examining the mutual arrangement of the
boron tetrahedra in these rings, Rumanova
(1972) stated that the boron-oxygen radicals be-
long to two forms defined on the basis of the
respective orientations of the two tetrahedra in
the ring, either both oriented in the same direc-
tion or alternating in direction. This fact can
lead to a better description, of borate compounds
that contain this elementary unit either as an
isolated po{yanion or in polymerized for,ms.
The radical found in hydroboracite and the one
present in colemanite, which shows the same
charasteristic boron-oxygen chains (Christ er
al, t958), are close to tLe first limiting form in
Rumanova's scheme. As seen especially in Fig-
u.le L but also in Figures.2 and 3, both tetrahe-
dra ar.e oriented in the same direction; more
than thal the distance (A.7494) between the
corners O(3) and O(8) of the two tetrahedra is
very short compared with the same distance rn
other cornpounds with this arrangement of te-

trahedra. In.hydroboracitg indeed, this distance
is indicative of a hyd.rogen bond, with O(3) as
the donor and O(8) as the acceptor oxygens
(Figs. 1 a,nd 3). The interatomic distances and
angles found in the present refinement agtee
well with those found for other similar borate
compounds.

As Figures L and 2 show, each B-O chain in
hydroboracite run$ parallel to c and undulates
in the D direction. Each chain is joined through
the hydroxyl O(3) to the Mg chain at }l=0 and
the adjacgnt Mg chain at y=l in turn. As Figure
2 illustrates. the unit cell contains two B-O
chains, placed one upon tle other, connected to
the same Mg chain; thus each Mg chain, having
the Mg octahedra on sym.metry centers, is linked
to two B-O chains on one side and two more
symmetrical B-O chains on the other side,
making up O-B-O-Mg-O-B-O sheets in the bc
plane. Each Ca chain, which also extends along
c approximately at Vzy (Fig. 1), provides tle
connections between the sheets bridging two ad-
jacent B-O chains belonging to different sheets.

Further connections are also provided by the
hydrogen-bond system in the following way
(see Fig. 3): the hydrogens H(1) and its sym-
metry equivalent of the first water molecule and
H(2) and H(3) of the second water molecule as
wel,l as H(4) and H(5) belonging to two hydroxyl
gtoups make intra-sheet connectionso whereas
H(6), belonging to the tltird hydroxyl, is the
only inter-sheet hydrogen bond.

The structure is in accordance with the ob-
served (100) and (010) cleavages of hydrobora-
cite: the first cleavage involves breaking of
O(9FH(6) . .. O(8) hydrogen bonds and of four
out of the eight Ca-O bonds; the (010) cleavage
breaks Mg-O(3) bonds and three of the remain-
ing H bonds.

A water geometry test using the Ferraris &
Franchini-Angela (1972) scheme was carried
out. I.n the first water molecule the oxygen O(1),
which lies on the two-fold axis. coordinates twice
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the Mg cation along the two lone-pair orbitals
with angles €g {rod €g of 42o arld 43o, respective-
ly; this water molecule therefore belongs to
class 2, type B. The second water molecule, with
the oxygen O(2) in general position and co-
or{inating o,nly one Mg cation along a lone-pair
orbital, has a er angle of 37o and can be included
in the class L', type J. In Table 7 the hydrogen-
bonding system and the donor-acceptor, donor-
hydrogen and hydrogen-acceptor distances are
reported together with the two water angles.

An electrostatic valence balance was computed
according to the method given by Brown &
Shannon (1973). For the H bonds the curve bv
those authors quoted in Donnay & Donnay
(1973) was employed. Table 8 shows the con-
tributions of different atoms and the bond-
strength sums (v.u.). As can be seen, the valence
sum for O(1) is slightly positive in spite of the
fact that the shortening of its hydrogen bond is
balanced with the lengthening of the Mg-O(l)
bond.

ACKNoWLEDGMENTs

This work has been supported by ..Consiglio
Nazionale delle Ricerche, Cenho di studio per
la Mineralogia e la Geochimica dei sedimenii',.
Firenze, Italy.




