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FOSSIL SALTS.

FraClure nearly perfeCl: cQDchoidal.
. F,ragments indeterminately angular.

Semitranfparent, and traDfpar~nt.

· Is malleable. Soft. Light. Tafte ftinging, pri- .
nous.-Klaprotq, Beit. 3. b. 1: 93.

i' I.F T B 5 P Eel E S.

Natural Epfom Salt.

Natiirlicbes Bitterfalz.-Werner.

Sal neutrnm ~acidulare, Wall. t. 2. p. ?I.-Sel 'd'Epfom, Sel
del Sed1itz, Sel d'Angleterre, Vitriol de Magnefia, Rome tie
L. t. I. p. 306.-Natiirliches Bitterfalz, Wid. p. 595.­
Epfom Salt, Kir'W. vol. ii. p. Iz.-~atiirliches Bitterfalz.

• Ejbter, 3. b. l: 44. Id. E",,,,. 2. b. f. 14.-Le Sel amere na­
tif, pu Sel d'Epfom natif, Broth. t. 2. p. II.-MagtJefi~ful­

phatee, Ha" t. 2. p. 331• 336.-:Bitterfalz, Reuft, 3. b. f.53.

External CbaraCle,s.

Colour greyifh-white.
Occurs in capillary efllorefcences, and is fome­

times mealy, fometimes flaky.
Saline confiftence.
Tafte faItly bitter.

Conflituellf



Kirwan.
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·Conjlituent Parts.

The conft:ituent parts of the purified Epfom
(alt, the fulp~at of magnefia of the chemifts, is,
according to

Ber~n, and
Sulphuric: acid, 33
Magnefia, 19
Water oferyftallization. 48 .

. 100 lOS-

Chemical CharaCters.

Before the blow-pipe, it diffolves very eafily by
the affiftance of its water of cryftallizatioD, but it
is difticuldy fufible. Its folq,tion gives a preci-
pitate with lime-water. . •

GeognoJlic and Geographic Situations.

It occurs as an eftlorefcence on clayey ftones, as .
common clay, ilate clay, clay-fiate, grey ·waG:ke, and
porphyry Hate; at Jena, it occurs in gyps rocks;
at Witfcbiz in Bohemia, on half-burnt clay; on
porpbyry fiate at the' village of K'.aitz; at Stiah~

Jaw OD clay llate; and at, Solfatara on decompo­
fing lava. In the mines ·at Clauflhal in the H;art7,~

it occurs in confiderable quantity; at Gran inl

Hungary. it efHorefces on fandftone, ~lay, and
~mpaa limeftone. It is alfo contained in many

mineral
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FOSSIL SALTS.

mineral fprings, particularly in thofe of EpfomJ.
aDd it often eftlorefces on old walla.

Uftl.

When purified, it is ufed as a purgative medi­
cine, aqd it is valued. by chemifts on account of
the magnefia which can be obtained from it.

SIXTH SPECIES.

Natural Glauber Salt.

N atiirliches Glauberfalz•.,.-Werner.

Sal mirabile, W4U. t. 2. ~. 7o.-Sel de Glauber, RtmI. J. L.
to I. p. 301. Id. Born. t. 2. p. 26.-Natiirliches Wunderfalz,
Jlrul. £ 597.-Glaubet Salt, /Cv'"'. vol. 2. p.9.-Natiirliches
Glauberfalz, Ejlner, 3 b. 1: S0. Id. Emm. 3 b. {. 401.-Le
Sel de Glauber natif, Bro&h.. t. J. p. I+-Glauberfalz, Re8/s,
3 b. f·49·

l;xternal CbaraElers.

Colour greyi1h and yellowiih white; feldom
{now or milk white.

Occurs in the form of mealy efHorefcences;
in crufts t feldom ftalaCl:itic, fm.al~ botryoic1al, reni..
form; and cryftallized.

1. In acicular cryftals.
~. In




