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obviously its main purpose. Like many of its kind, it is composed
mainly of ‘bread-and-butter’ reports, put together for the occasion out
of any suitable work in progress, and is thus of limited and ephemeral
appeal generally. The presentation of the book is excellent, but the
price, for what it contains, is exorbitant. R.J.D.

SiNrANKAS (John). Gemstones and Minerals—How and where to find
them. Princeton, New Jersey; New York, Toronto, London
(D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc.),1961. 387 pp., 133 figs. including
80 pls. Price U.S. $8.95.

This book, dealing with the search for and collection of valuable
mineral specimens and gem-stones, contains an abundance of good,
sound, practical information, much of which is not to be found in other
texts on mineralogy, prospecting, and economic mineral deposits.

The first two chapters deal in detail with the organizing and planning
of prospecting trips, and describe the many useful tools and items of
equipment, upon which may well depend the success or failure of an
expedition. Sources of information, maps, and equipment, together
with other useful addresses, are given for all fifty states of the U.S.A., the
Provinces and Territories of Canada, and also for the countries of Central
America. (Appendixes ITI, IV, and V.)

Excellent chapters describing rock classes and types, their recognition
in the field, likely associated mineral deposits, and the methods by which
mineral deposits form, will provide the novice with a good working
knowledge of geology, and will undoubtedly save him countless hours of
wasted search in areas where valuable minerals and gem-stones could
not possibly be encountered.

A chapter on collecting practices associated with various types of
deposits should be most welcome. Emphasis is rightly placed on pegma-
tites and many pages, plates, and diagrams are devoted to the systematic
examination of these deposits. Useful hints on the locating of cavities
and gem-pockets are given, as are also methods of extracting valuable
crystals and gems from them. Later chapters contain useful advice, not
available elsewhere, on trimming, cleaning, preserving, storing, and
exhibiting specimens, and on how to market extra material.

The book is written in clear, straightforward language, is well illus-
trated, and should be very well received by all amateur rock-hounds
and gem-seekers. For the more experienced amateurs and also for pro-
fessional mineral and gem collectors, it will most certainly prove a
welcome and useful companion. R. A N.



