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source stopped, the source became distributed among Brazil, India, 
Ghana, South Africa, and Mexico. 

Under the heading 'How should we think about Minerals' there is a 
forward look at potential reserves, a consideration of the technological 
changes, particularly in discovery, with the advent of geochemical and 
geophysical methods. The changing economic scene is discussed, and 
finally, the author looks forward to a closer union of the peoples of the 
world and the elimination of danger from mineral shortages. 

The book refers particularly to the American scene: it is well worth 
reading. BRIAN SIMPSON 

MERO (J. L.). The mineral resources of the sea. Amsterdam (Elsevier), 
1965, 312 pp., 73 figs., 43 tables. Price: 60s. 

This well-illustrated book is a generalized account of the mineral re- 
sources associated with beaches, the continental shelves, and sea-water 
itself, with a rather more specialized account of the resources of the 
ocean floor (manganese in particular). The approach to the subject is 
both practical and constructive. The author does not only describe the 
possible methods of mining the deposits and sampling them, but also 
estimates the costs of production and compares them with the costs of 
more conventional mining methods. 

The book is well supplied with factual information in the form of 
tables: there are 65 pages of analyses of manganese nodules alone, perhaps 
too many for the type of reader the book is directed at. I t  is rounded of[ 
with a chapter on the legal and economic aspects of ocean mining, a chapter 
suggesting that there may be international disputes over mining rights 
that  will make the disputes over fishing grounds appear petty squabbles. 

This book is well worth reading by everyone concerned with mineral 
resources, both from the purely commercial and from the technical sides 
of the mineral industry. J . W .  BARNES 

PARRISH (W.), editor. X-Ray analysis papers. Eindhoven (Centrex Pub. 
Co.), 1965, xi§ pp. Price: 44s. 

The book contains 24 papers, which are reprints selected for use in the 
Philips X-Ray schools. I t  is an expansion of the first edition of 'Ad- 
vances in X-Ray Diffractometry and X-Ray Spectrography' (Philips, 
Eindhoven ; 1962), but includes 13 of the same papers (Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 19, and 23). The extended section on X-Ray spectro- 
graphy reflects the increasing interest and volume of data that is 
accumulating in this field. The last section of the book includes a silicon 


