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hand observational information as the author could include in a limited space. The 
264 photographs, I49 in colour, are a main feature, the minerals being photographed 
against a uniform background so that their approximate size can be judged at a 
glance. The attempt to select specimens that are typical of things that might be found 
by the amateur is to be commended though one doubts whether the pink fluorite 
octahedra from Switzerland come into this category. Although first published in the 
U.S.A. in i953, this is the first publication of  this book in Britain. 

R. A. HOWIE 

MACFADYEN (W. A.) with contributions by KINGSBURY (A. W. G.). Geological high- 
lights of the West Country. London (Butterworths), I97o. 296 pp., 26 figs. Price 
s 

THIS Nature Conservancy Handbook gives a detailed account of ninety geological 
localities in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, and Somerset, 
each locality having been notified by the Nature Conservancy to the local authority as 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Descriptions of the majority of the sites in Cornwall 
and Devon of mineralogical interest were contributed by the late Arthur Kingsbury. 
Details are given of the Botallack Head to Cape Cornwall coast section, which 
shows fine exposures of contact-metamorphosed and metasomatized rocks in the 
aureole of the Land's End granite. The magnificent 3oo-feet high sea-cliff section of 
Cligga Head with greisen-bordered mineral veins is described, as are Cheeswring 
granite quarry, Clicker Tor quarry in augite picrite, and the coast exposures at 
Gurnard's Head and Porthmeor Cove showing contact metamorphism of greenstone 
and killas. The Lizard peninsula is covered both in general and at the particular locali- 
ties of Coverack, Kennack, and Kynanee Coves. The 'Cornish Stone' or chinastone 
industry is represented by the Tregargus quarry, St: Stephen-in-Brannel, and spilites 
are described from the pillow lavas of Pentire Head. From Devon the famous quarries 
at Meldon in the aplite and in metamorphosed Lower Culm calcareous sediments 
and tufts are fully docmnented and a description is also given of the Haytor and 
Smallacombe iron mines (although the Devonian limestone at Hope's Nose, Torquay, 
is a listed site there is no mention of the occurrence there of native gold [M.M. 22-I 59]). 
So far so good, and this is obviously a book that should be widely available in 
departmental and Public libraries, but many important localities naturally are not 
included. There is for example nothing about the world-famous celestine workings 
around Yate in Gloucestershire and scant mention of the Mendip i ro , ,  manganese, 
copper, and lead mineralization [M.M. 26-67]; nor are such classic localities as 
Roche Rock, Hemerdon Ball, and Treburland to be found. Nevertheless this is a 
thoroughly useful book, with map references and locality details, and in the wider 
geological content of its title contains an abundance of useful data on fossiliferous 
localities in the birthplace of stratigraphical geology. 

R. A. HowIE 


