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FAMOUS MINERAL LOCALITIES. 5. THE BLACK
HILLS OF' SOUTH DAKOTA

EDGAR T. WHERRY

Washinglon, D. C.

Ir is not the purpose of this article to attempt to give anything

Four railroad lines lead from Chicago into the Black Hills
region, named for short the Burlington, Milwaukee, and North-
western (two routes). At the adviie of Dr. ]'reeman Ward, the
state geologist, the writer took the one which from the time-table

of the center of town, and is well worth a visit if one has a few
hours to spere. Their collections of Black Hills minerals and
ores are very complete.

There are stage lines running from Rapid City thru the heart
of the Black llills region, and the famous mineral district around
Keystone can easily be reached in half a day by one of thcm,
information as to the schedules of which can be obtained at the

I "The mineralg of the Black Hills," Victor Ziegler, S. Dak. Sch, Mhtcs,
Bull. lO, Dept. Min. Geol., Rapid City, 1914.
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post-omce. Keystone is a tiny mining town, oecupying a narrow
valley, or rather a, group of valleys, in the midst of magnificent
mountain scenery. Fairly good lodging can be obtained there,
and at least two days should be devoted to the visit.

The principal features of mineralogic interest around Key-
stone are the rare-metal-bearing pegmatites, which are worked
primarily as & source of lithium compounds. The veins outcrop
at the summits of sharp hills near the town; the collector, if
newly arrived from the east, will find climbing these makes him

good-sized m&sses of white beryl, and bunchcs of triphylite
which weathcrs to a characteristic bronzy color, owing to the
oxidation of the manganese. Now and thcn a zone is en-
countered where blades of columbite traverse the rock, and
excellent specimens of this rare mineral can rcadily be obtained.
Cassiteritc occurs mostly as tiny grains scattered thru a some-
what crumbly greenish muscovite mica. Rarer minerals are
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is practically absent, but in its place occurs the rare mineral
amblygonrte, lithium aluminium 

- 
fluo-phosphate, in enormous

m&sses, sometimes weighing hundreds of pounds. About the
sane accessory minerals occur &s at the other localities.

this neighborhood could be visited.
Instead of returning by the same route as was followed coming

to Keystone, the collector will find it worth while to lcave by

masses than are found at the Etta mine, and in fact in sufficient

transportation, hiking, and collecting were unusually difficult.
Near the town of Custer, 15 milcs south of Hill City, there are
several mineral localities, cspecially rose quartz workings, but
these were reported to be idle in 1917. About the only other
mineral which the writer saw on his trip was gypsum, which
occurs in clays on the plains south of the Hills, formed by thc
action of sulfuric acid, derived from the decomposition of pyrite,
upon calcite in the clay. From Edgcmont, the southcrn terminus
of the Deadwood line, Denver may be reached by an ovcrnight
trip, or Omaha in a night and a day.

The officials in charee of the several mines visited were most

Mr. Herbcrt P. Whitlock, since 1904 Mineralogist in thc New York Stat<:
Muscum, at Albarry, has bccn nppointed Cuntor of Mincralogy in the Amer-
ican Muieum of l.iiturrll Itistoiy, Ncrv Yr-rrk Cil,y, ns succci,ior l,o thc latc
Louis P. Gratacap.

I Atn., Min..,2, 139, 1917.




