
NEW MINERAL NAMES

tr'ranquenite
RnHf VaN Tassrr,, Occurrence de min6raux sulfat6s r6cents sur des schists de Mousty,

i Franquenies. BnII. LIus. Hi.st. Nat. Bel,gique,20, No. 16,24 pp. (1944); through
Mineralog. Abstracts, 9, 125 (1945).
"Yellow eflorescences (previously thought to be sulfur) on Cambrian shales consist

mainly of a new species named franquenite. Minute hexagonal scales (8-15p across, 2p
thick) have z O:1.531, nE:|.494, G.:I .87-1.94. Analysis gave SOs 32.77, Al2Ot5.51,
FezOa 14.84, FeO 1 00, MgO 4.23, alkalies not detd., HrO 40.69; sum 99.04 per cent. From
this the formula (Mg, Fe)r(Fe, Al)6(504)s(OH)6.41H2O is derived. It is slowly soluble in
cold water. A dehydration curve is gSven;28.2 per cent HzO is lost at 110o. This new
mineral is compared with slavikite."
Drscusstox: The analysis does not lead to the formula as given above, but gives approxi-

mately (Mg,Fe)O:(Al,Fe)zOr:SOs:HrO:2:1.5:8:40-45. The most recent analysis of
slavikite (Gordon, 1941) gave MgO:FerO3:SO3:HrO:2;1-9.39. Gordon reported z
O : 1.5 33, n E : 1.497, G. : 1.99, for rhombohedral slavikite.
In view of these correspondences, there seems to be no justification for this new name.

Mrcgenr, Fr,nrscnBn

Tschermakite

A. N. WrNcnrr:r: Am. Mi,nerol.30,29 (1945).

Ferrotschermakite

A. N. Wrxcnrr,y: Am. Mi.nerol., 30, 29 (1945).

Groutite

J. W. GnuNrn: Anr. Mineral,.,30, 169 (1945) (abs.).

Cattierite

Paur F. Knnn: ,4r2. Mineral.,30, 483-497 (1945).

Vaesite

P,tur. F. Knnn: .4r2. Minerd.,30, 483-497 (1945).

Brazilianite

F. H. Poucrr eNo E. P. HrNornsoN: Am. Mineral.,3o, 572-582 (1945).

DrscussroN: The nomenclature proposed by Kerr for the system FeSr-NiSz-CoSz seems
more complex than is warranted in view of the rarity of NiSz and CoSz. It wouldhave
been simpler to redefine bravoite as in the Seventh Edition of Dono's System, thus
avoiding the introduction of the new name vaesite.

M.F.

327




