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WHEWELLITE FROM SEPTARIAN CONCRETIONS NEAR MILAN, OHIO

C. HvoB AND R. A. L.tNov,1 Basic Incorporated Researclt Cemter,
13ettslille, Ohio.

About one mile west of Milan. Ohio. which is two miles south of Exit 7
on the Ohio Turnpike, the Huron River cuts through flat-lf ing beds of
the marine Ohio and Olentangy shales of Upper Devonian age. Concre-
tions one to three feet in diameter are quite common here and many are
septarian. Three years ago Clarence Raver, an amateur rock hound from
Clarksfield, Ohio, began breaking these open and collecting specimens of
fluorescent calcite, dolomite, ankerite, barite, marcasite, quartz and
sphaierite. He was unable to identify' one colorless crystall ine material,
several pounds of which he found in more than 25 septarian concretions.

Well cr1-stall ized samples about 3 X2Xl in. were brought to our atten-
tion in October 1963 and have since been identif ied as whewellite, calcium
oxalate monohvdrate.

Powder tr-ray diffraction data were in excellent agreement $,ith those of
Pecora and Kerr (1954) and Gude el al. (1960).

Chemical composition was similar to the theoretical for rvheweilite and
to other analyses for this mineral from Europe. Table 1 contains the sev-
eral analvses. Samples were also submitted for r-rav spectrographic ex-
amination and were found to be exceptionally pure.

1 Present address: Department of Geology, Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania
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Talr,e 1. Cnrutcet Conpostrron ol Wnolvolrrtn lnon Vanrous Souncos

CaO
C:O:
HrO

38.36 38  23
50.28  48 .69
1 1 . 3 6  N o t

Determined

1 .  Ca (C :Oa ) .H rO
2. Pchery', Bohemia
3. Briix, Bohemia
4. Maikop, Caucasus
5. Milan, Ohio
Note: Analyses 2,3 and 4 from Palache et ol. (195L).

This find is of interest for the following reasons:
1. It is the first reported in eastern United States. 2. It is the first of

any sizable quantity in the United States. 3. It is found in older rocks
than previous finds. 4. The location is readilv accessible to interested
petrologists.

We are glad to acknowledge the help of Mr. Owen Keim who per-
formed the chemical analysis and Mr. C. R. Tipton, Jr. who made this
work possibie, both of whom were the authors' associates at the Basic In-
corporated Research Center. Of course, special thanks and recognition
must go to Mr. Clarence Raver rvho supplied us with the samples.
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LACLTSTI{INE GLAUCONITIC MICA FROM PI,UVIAL LAKE MOUND.
LYNN AND'IERRY COUNTIES, TEXAS

W. T. Penny AND C. C. RBnvBs, Jr.., Texas Technological
College, Lubboch, T exas.

Glauconitic mica from lacustrine sediments in pluvial Lake Mound,
Ly-nn and Terry counties, Texas is identified by r-rav diffraction, optical
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