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MEMORIAL OF PROF. ALFRED SCHOEP

June 6, 1881-June I, 1966

L. DB LnnNunEn, Cenlrum toor Grondond.erzoeh,
Rij k s l, an d,-b o wt h o ge s ch o ol, G h e nt, B el giunt,

Alfred Ferdinandus Maria Ghislenus Schoep was born in Ghent
(Belgium) June 6th, 1881, son of Euphras Charles Schoep, a pharma-
ceutical chemist and L. Uytterhaegen. In his mother's family there were
also physicians and chemists. He studied at the University of Ghent,
where he received his doctor's degrees in Geography in 1904 and in Na-
tural Sciences (Mineralogy-Geology-Crystallography) in 1906. Dr.
Schoep started his scientific career in October 1906, when he was ap-
pointed assistant in analytical chemistry (1906-1910) at the University
of Ghent. In,the period 1910-1913 he participated as mineralogist in the
Geological expedition to South-Katanga (Congo) under the direction of
Dr. Constant Guillemain. After this he worked for another year in Rus-
sia, partly in the Donetz-area, in the Caucasus, and along the Caspian
Sea Coast.

In April 1919 he was appointed junior professor ("charge de cours") in
Mineralogy at the Faculty of Sciences and at the School of Technology
of the University of Ghent. Six years later (1925) he was also placed in
charge of the course in Mineralogy and Crystallography in the Poly-
technical Faculty at Mons (Hainaut-Provine), better known at that
time as the "School of Mining". In 1929 he was appointed "Ordinary
Professor" in Mineralogy, Crystallography and Applied Mineralogy
(Ore Deposits) in the Faculty of Science at the University of Ghent.

Although retaining his professorship, Dr. A. Schoep was appointed
Administrator-fnspector of the University of Ghent and Director of the
School of Technology in 1932. For the University, this appointment was
the starting point of a period of enlargement and expansionl within ten
years Dr. A. Schoep succeeded in building the New Library, the fnsti-
tute of Technology, the Veterinary School, and began the construction
of a University Hospital. His University connections ended with World
War Two. He was appointed Professor emeritus in 1951.

As a mineralogist Dr. A. Schoep is known for his investigations of the
numerous uranium minerals from the mines of Skinkolobwe, Kasalo and
Kalongwe in Katanga. Much of this work was done in the 1920's. The
name "schoepite" was given to a hydrated uraniumoxide by the Canadian
mineralogist Walker in 1923 in recognition of Dr. Schoep's labors in this
field. Many of his papers were published in the Comptes rend,us tle l,'Aca-
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d,emie rJe Sciences d,e Paris, the Bulletin de la Socieft Francaise d.e Minar-
alogie, the Annales du Musae Royal, du Congo Belge, the Bulletin d.e la
Soci.eto Chimique Belge atd the Iournal oJ the Mineralogical Society oJ
America. He was active in the formation of the Flemish Academy of
Sciences and was its first permanent secretary.

He was elected a Fellow of the Mineralogical Society of America in
1927 and a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) in 1951.

He died on June 1st, 1966. He is survived by his wife Angele Pauline
Van Heesvelde. There are no children. The extensive bibliography em-
phasizes his many contributions to the mineralogy of uranium especially
the minerals of the important uranium deposits of the District of Ka-
tanga in the Federal Republic of the Congo.
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