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Taranakite from the Onino-Iwaya Limestone Cave at Hiroshima
Prefecture, Japan: A New Occurrence
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Abstract

Taranakite-H, o"Kr_r"(Al,Fe)o rs(PO1)s 0ol9.7HrO-occurs as aggregates of fine powdery crystals inter-

calated in clay sediments in the Onino-Iwaya limestone cave at Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. Cell dimen-

sions of the mineral determined by least-squares method on the basis of a hexagonal six-layer structure are

a :  8.718(2) A and c = 95.18(3) A.  Threeendothermic Dre peaks occur at  120"C, 180"C, and 990oC, and

an exothermic peak at 550o C. The Tc curve shows a weight loss o f 3 L I percent in the temperature in ter-

val from 100 to 200"C. The observed phase changes may be summarized as follows: (natural sample)

120"C, a partially dehydrated form; 180"C, a non-crystalline state; 550oC, a recrystallized state; 990oC, a

transformed state. Taranakite may be formed as bat guano in clay sediments takes up potassium and

aluminum ions dissolved from the clays.

Introduction proved soluble in hydrochloric acid but not in water.

A mineral that was described and given the name Th-eir _specific 
gravity, measured using a pycnometer'

taranakite by Hector and skey (1g65) has been found is 2.06. and thus close to the calculated value (2.11)

successively from caves in France (Gautier, 1894), 9iu"l bv-Smith and Brown (1959)' and to the value

Italy (Casorio, 1904), Algeria, New South Wales, the (2.12) calculated from the present lattice parameters

island of Reunion in the Indian Ocean (palache, a_nd chemical composition. Crystal sizes are too small

Berman, and Frondel, lg57), and Pig Hole Cave, (less th.an 0'01 mm) to provide reliable optical

Giles County, Virginia (Murray and Dietrich, 1956). propertres'

Gautier (1894) and Casorio (1904) named their min-
erals minervite and palmerite respectively, but these
were proved later to be identical to taranakite (Ban- TABLE l. chemical Analvses of
nister and Hutchingson, 1947). Taranakite

This present paper reports the mode of occurrence
and some mineralogical properties of taranakite
recently found in the Onino-Iwaya limestone cave at
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan.

Mode of Occurrence

Taranakite occurs as 20 X 20 X I cm(ca) lenticular
associated with a minor amount of apatite aggre-
gates of white powdery crystals intercalated in clay
sediments aI 2 to 3 cm below the present surface. The
mode of occurrence of taranakite resembles that of
bat guano in the cave. Within the surrounding clay
sediments, which consist of mica, chlorite, halloysite,
montmorillonite, and kaolinite, taranakite rs scarce
except below the taranakite lenses.

Mineralogical Properties

Specifc Grauity

Fine crystals of taranakite, freed from impurity by
hand picking with a tweezers under a binocular,
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TenI-E 2. X-rav Powder Diffraction Patterns
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5, 6, and 8 are heat Ereated saDplea X-rayed at r@n t@perature, 7 is taken above rooo t@perature (at 1000"C).

Chemical Composition

Using a 0.1 g sample, the chemical constituents
such as Fe3+, Al3+, Ca2+, Mg2+, Mn,*, and PO43-
were separated from one another by ion-exchange
resins (Oki et al, 1962) and analyzed by chelate-
titration. Chemical constituents such as Na+ and K+
were analyzed by flame photometer, and SO.2- was
analyzed by the usual gravimetric methods. The
results are shown in Table l.

Chemical  formulas of  taranaki te have been
calculated on the basis of (POn)r, (PO.)u, (PO.)3, or
(POn)' by Murray and Dietrich (1956), Haseman,
Lehr, and Smith (1951), Bannister and Hutchingson

(1947), and Smith and Brown (1959) respectively. We
used (PO4)s as the basis because, in the present case,
the ion ratios so calculated were, as a rule, closer to
integers than those calculated on the other bases. The
resulting chemical formula

H, *K, rr(Al,Fe)..rr(PO4)E.m I 9.7HrO

is close to that presented by Smith and Brown (1959)
except for more hydrogen and less potassium, this
suggesting substitution of H for K.

X-ray Crystallography

X-ray powder diffraction patterns (Table 2, col.2)
obtained using a RIclru diffractometer (CuKa,
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1.5418 A) agree with those reported by Haseman et al
(1951) and Murray and Dietrich (1956). Haseman e/
al (1951) and Smith and Brown (1959) suggested that
their patterns of taranakite could be reasonably in-
dexed on the basis of a hexagonal six-layer structure.
Our pattern was indexed on the basis of the lattice
parameters given by Smith and Brown (1959). Using
these indices and observed spacings, the lattice pa-
rameters were ref ined Io a: 3.718(2) A and c :

95.18(3) A by least-squares method. The computa-
tion was carried out on a Mrlcott 7500 computer at
the Tokyo University of Education. On the basis of
these refined parameters, final indices and calculated
spacings were obtained as shown in Table 2, columns
I and 2.

Thermal Study

Drn and Tc curves were obtained in air with
Rlceru thermoflex under the following conditions:
thermocouple, Pt-PtRh; reference, AlrOs; mean
heating rate, lOoC,/min.; sensitivity (Drn), t25O p"Y;
sensitivity (Tc), l0 mg; sample weight, 25.66 mg (Fig.
l-B). Three endothermic peaks occur at 120"C,
l80oC, and 990oC. The first two endotherms accom-
pany a weight loss of 3l.l percent, but the last one
shows no weight change. On cooling, the Dte curve
shows a complementary peak corresponding to the
last endotherm. An exothermic peak occurs at 550'C
without weight change.

The heat-treated products were studied in the
following two ways: (a) The sample was heated at
various high temperatures for short durations of time
(15 min. to I hour) and then quenched to room
temperature. X-ray powder diffraction patterns of the
quenched sample were recorded. (b) X-ray powder
diffraction patterns were recorded at temperature
with a high-temperature X-ray diffractometer. The
X-ray powder pattern of the heat-treated product at
120"C (Table 2, col.5) differed slightly from that of
unheated sample. The high-temperature pattern at
120"C appears the same as that of the quench
product (Table 2, col. 5). This suggests that the
modification is due to a sluggish phase transforma-
tion. The product heat-treated at 180'C is a non-
crystalline state which recrystallizes at about 550'C
as shown by an exothermic peak in the Drn curve.
High-temperature X-ray powder patterns show that
the d values of the reflections progressively increase
as temperature is increased from 600'C to l000oC,
and that the three main reflections at 5.72 4,2.94 A,
and 2.90 A have disappeared at l000oC. However,
patterns of the quench product show that the above

o 2oo 
131'o',"131". '. too ro

FIc. L Dre and Tc analyses of taranakite' A:
Taranakite synthesized from AlCle'6HzO and
HgPOr with KOH buffer, pH 3, 60'C. B: Natural
sample.

modifications are reversible. This suggests that these
modifications are due to a rapid phase transforma-
t ion.

Infrared Absorption Specffa

An infrared absorption spectrum of taranakite
(Fig. 2-A) was obtained with Jesco n-z using KBr
disk. The spectrum agrees with those reported by
Arlidge et al (1963). We could not confirm the oc-
currence of the absorption peak at 1600 cm-' which
Arlidge et al (1963) reported and attributed to the
vibrat ion of ammonium ions.

Electron Microscopic O bseruation

An electron micrograph of taranakite shows thin
platy crystals of hexagonal shape and 2 to 3 p in
average diameter. These easily convert to a non-
crystalline state under the electron beam.

Synthesis of Taranakite

It has been reported that taranakite can be syn-
thesized from chemicals or micas (Haseman et al,
1950, l95l). We synthesized taranakite by the meth-
ods reported by these workers. The synthetic tar-
anakite is similar to the natural sample with regard
to chemical composition (Table l, col. 2), X-ray
powder diffraction pattern (Table 2, cols. 3 and 4),
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Frc. 2. Infrared absorption spectra of taranakite. A: Natural
sample. B: Taranakite synthesized from AlClr.6HrO and HrPOr
with KOH buffer, pH 3, 60'C. C: Taranakite synthesized from
Matsumae mica and HgPOa with KOH buffer, pH 3, 60"C.

Drn and Tc curves (Fig. l-A), and infrared absorp-
tion spectra (Fig. 2-B, C).

Conclusion

On the basis of the above data, the thermal change
of taranakite may be summarized as follows: (natural
sample) l20oC, a partially dehydrated form; l80oC, a
non-crystalline state; 550oC, a recrystallized state;
990oC, a transformed state. The endotherm at l20oC
represents a partial dehydration, the one at 180'C
represents a disintegration of the dehydrated struc-
ture, the exotherm at 550oC represents a recrys-
tallization, and the endotherm at 990'C represents a
transformation of this recrystallized state. The par-
tially dehydrated form corresponds to the "lower
hydrate form" reported by Haseman et al (1951),
and the phase transformation occurring at 990"C
apparently relates the Z, and Ta phases reported by
Murray and Dietrich (1956).

The mode of occurrence and the result of synthesis

suggest that taranakite may be formed by a chemical
reaction between clays and phosphoric acid (Stout,
1939). Because the mode of occurrence of the present
taranakite resembles that of bat guano, chemical
reaction between phosphoric acid in bat guano and
the potassium and aluminum ions dissolved from sur-
rounding clays may play an important role in the for-
mation of the present taranakite.
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