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Abstract

For 20 crystals ranging compositionally between pure andalusite (Al2SiO5) and 62 mole
percent kanonaite (MnAlSiO5), some containing Fe3*, cell edges a, b, and c were
determined by back-reflection Weissenberg techniques, refractive indices for sodium light
vibrating parallel to a, b, and c (symbolsi nu, n6, and n") were determined (to -+0.0005) by
spindle stage methods, and the values for .r and y in the general formula Alr-^-v
Mnl+Fe3y+AlSiO5 were determined from electron microprobe analyses. Multiple linear
regressions disclosed that cell edges a and b increased more with .r than with y but that c
increased with y but hardly at all with -x. These changes are inferred to result primarily from
dimensional changes in the M(l) octahedra if occupied by Mn3* (Jahn-Teller distortion and
elongation of the M(lFO(4) distance) or by Fe3* (enlargement without such distortion).

Substitution of Fe3* increases fls, n6 &trd n" significantly more than does Mn3+. Thus the
standard plots of index versus [x + y] can only approximately conform to the data.
Regressions indicate that n,, n6 a;nd n. are non-linearly related to [,r + y]. Surprisingly, the
resultant curves all intersect at or near a common point and near-isotropic andalusites may
exist near [x + y] equal 0.066. The curve intersections explain the differences in optic
orientation between andalusites (c : X) and kanonaites and viridines (c = Z). Relative to
the {110} cleavage, therefore, andalusite is characterized by (-) elongation whereas
kanonaites and viridines possess (+) elongation.

Regressions performed on the data for I I specimens (= nn6ulusites) for which [x + y] <
0.05 predict the following properties for pure andalusite: a = 7.7923(3), b : 7.8965(2), c :
5.5534(4)A, D(calc) = 3.149 g/cm3, molar volume : 51.45(4) cm3 and (for 589.3 nm) the
indices 1.6328(3), 1.6386(2) and 1.6436(4) with 2V(calc) = -3t.to. The indices most
commonly cited by modern textbooks-l .629, 1.633 and 1.638-are for a (+) crystal
whereas andalusite is (-). Ironically, they overlook those reported by Taubert (1905),
namely, 1.6326, 1.6390 and l.&40.

Introduction

The polymorphs of Al2SiO5-namely, andalusite,
sillimanite, and kyanite-have long been studied for
use as geothermometers and geobarometers in
metamorphic petrology. Despite such intensive
study, the location of the triple point for these three
polymorphs remains moot. As reasons for the dis-
crepancies, Holdaway (1971, p. 98) cites: (l) the
difficulties encountered in determining reliable
equilibrium data for most silicate systems at moder-
ately low temperatures and pressures and (2) the
possibility that deviations from the ideal composi-
tion Al2SiO5 might affect the relative stabilities of
the polymorphs. Holdaway discounts factor (2),
however, concluding that "the only elements pres-

ent in more than trace amounts in one or more of
the polymorphs are Fe3* and Mn3*," and that the
solid solution of Fe3+ in AlzSiOs polymorphs does
not importantly affect their relative stabilities "ex-
cept, to a small extent, in the andalusite-sillimanite
boundary." By contrast, Strens (1968, p. 846) had
earlier concluded that high Mn content might stabi-
lize andalusite into the field of sillimanite and
kyanite.

Some andalusites may be rich in Mn3* and, often,
in Fe3* as well. The extent to which this affects the
field of stability of andalusite remains moot. How-
ever, the possibility of this has increased interest in
the effects of Mn3+ and Fe3+ substitution upon the
cell dimensions and optical properties of andalusite.
Thus, Herbosch (1968), Vrana et al. (1978), and
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Abs-Wurmbach et al. (1981) have all completed
such studies, but none used spindle stage tech-
niques. These techniques, described in detail by
Bloss (1981), confer two major advantages: (l)
Greater routine precision than heretofore so that
principal indices can be determined to r-0.0005
instead of +0.002 (or -10.003); and (2) the equally
great advantage that one can measure, from the
same single crystal: 2V, all principal indices, its
lattice parameters, and its composition (by micro-
probe analysis). These twin advantages permitted
new insights into the crystal chemistry of the anda-
lusite-kanonaite series and particularly into the
relationship to composition of its refractive indices
for light vibrating along the a, b, and c crystallo-
graphic axes. A secondary objective ofthe paper is
to demonstrate the advantage of spindle stage meth-

ods for systematic optical studies in combination
with crystallographic and chemical measurements.

Structure

The structure (Fig. l) of andalusite (Al2SiO5;
Pnnm; a : 7.89, b : 7.90, c : 5.55A)-solved by
Taylor (1929), refined by Burnham and Buerger
(1961), and more recently studied using neutron
diffraction by Finger and Prince (1971) and by
Peterson and McMullen (1980)-consists of silicate
tetrahedra and of Al within distorted M(l) octahe-
dra, and within distorted M(2) trigonal bipyramids.
The M(l) octahedra share edges to form continuous
chains parallel to the c axis. These chains are linked
laterally by chains (also parallel to c) wherein
silicate tetrahedra alternate with M(2) polyhedra.

Fig. l Ortep drawing of the structure of andalusite. The unit cell is shown with a and b almost parallel to the page but with c (not
labelled) almost perpendicular to the page. Site M(l)-6-coordinated at center of a distorted octahedron-and site M(2F5-
coordinated at the center ofa distorted bipyramid---are shown relative to oxygens O(l), O(2), O(3), and O(4). Chains ofedge-sharing
M(l) octahedra run parallel to the c axrs.
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Formulae and nomenclature

Vrana et al. (1978), on the basis of X-ray data,
concluded that the new mineral kanonaite,
(Mn31oAlo.z3Fe6.q2)vrAlvsirvo5, was isostructural
with andalusite, AlYIAltSiIVO5, the Roman numer-
als here indicating coordination numbers relative to
oxygen. They also concluded that Mn3+ substituted
largely for Al in the octahedral M(1) position.
Refinements of kanonaite's structure by Abs-
Wurmbach et al. (1981) and by Weiss et al. (1981)
confirmed both conclusions. Thus, Weiss et a/.
obtained refined site occupancies of Mns.7aAls.26for
M(1) and Mne.12Als.ss for M(2) but recognized that
this yields a bulk composition, Mns.s6Al1.1a, which
differs slightly from that from the chemical analysis.
Concurrently, Abs-Wurmbach et al. (1981), who
refined the structures of kanonaite and three other
natural andalusites containing significant Mn3+ and
Fe3+, also concluded that Mn3+ and Fe3+ almost
exclusively occupy the M(1) site. The Mossbauer
spectra they obtained confirmed this and indicated
that only l0 to l5Vo of the total iron occupied the
M(2) site. Consequently, we may write andalusite's
general formula as

(Al1 _*_rMni*Fei*)vlAlvsirvo5

This formula embodies a simplification that tacitly
assumes that Mn3+ and Fe3* substitute only into
the M(1) sites, which is not quite the case.

Acting upon the proposals by Vrana et al. (1978),
the IMA Commission on New Minerals and Mineral
Names approved the name kanonaite to apply to the
theoretical Mn end member MnvrAlvsirvO5. For
solid solutions between MnAlSiO5 and Al2SiO5, the
Commission recommends, as noted by Abs-Wurm-
bach et al. (1981), the names manganian andalusite
(Mntt < Altt) and aluminous kanonaite (Mnvr >
AlvI). Concurrently, the Commission voted l0 to 3
to delete the name viridine, which Klemm (l9ll)
had used for a light green andalusite that contained
4.l6Vo Fe2O3 and4.77Vo Mn2O3. A possible factor in
this decision was that some investigators and texts
had strayed from Klemm's original use by applying
the term viridine to andalusites rich only in Mn3*
despite, for these, the precedence of the name
manganandalusite (Bdckstrrim, 1896). However,
correct usage also persisted. For example, Deer,
Howie and Zussman (1966, p. 39) state, "A green
variety of andalusite, viridine, contains appreciable
ferric iron and manganese." A recent proposal (by
F.D.B.) for revalidation of the name viridine for its

original use received from the Commission 7 votes
of approval and 7 of disapproval, thus failing for
lack of aTzmajority. Consequently, for specimens
called viridines in previous publications, we place
the name in quotes. According to the Commission's
ruling these specimens should now be caTled,ferrian
manganian andalusites.

Experimental procedures

Crystal selection and orientation

Under a binocular microscope, crystals selected
from each of 20 different samples (Table 1) were
mounted on a glass fiber. With this fiber affixed to a
goniometer head, the crystal could be first studied
optically with a Supper spindle stage which was
mounted on the stage of a polarizing microscope.
The good {110} cleavage of these crystals made it
easy to adjust the goniometer arcs until the crystal's
c axis was parallel to the axis of the goniometer
head. The correct arc settings for this could be
confirmed (and refined) by setting the microscope
stage at its reference azimuth (Bloss, 1981) and,
with the crystal immersed in an oil of index close to
B for the grain, performing a 360o rotation about the
S-axis (: spindle axis). If the crystal did not remain
extinct between crossed polars during this rotation,
the arcs of the goniometer head were adjusted until
it did. At the same time. this examination indicated

Table l. Sample descriptions and localities

s c r l p t o n a t ys anp re

1 0

1 1
t 2

1 3
1 4

1 6

( 1 2 0 5 9 9 ) *

(  I  1 5 1 7 1 )  *
( M 2  3 2 8 5 )  * *

( 9 8 3 s s ) *
( R 1 1 1 6 2 )  *
( 1 4 8 6 0 ) *

( 9 7 4 1 8 ) x

( 1 3 4 4 8 0 ) *

( r 4 8 6 0 ) x
( r z 7  7 2 0 )  x

( 1 1 3 9 9 0 ) *

( r 1 4 1 2 8 ) *

n a s s i v e  x l s  n o  n a t r i x  ( A n d a l u s i a ,  S p a j . n )
c u t  g e n  ( M i n a s  G e r a i s ,  B r a z i l )
n a s s i v e  x I s ,  n i c a c e o u s  n a t r i x  ( B r a z i l )
c u t  g e m  ( M i n a s  G e r a i s ,  B r a z i l )

x 1 s  w / q t z  b i o  a n d  n u s  ( n e a r  O r e v i 1 1 e ,  S D )
g e n n y  x 1 s ,  n o  n a t r i x  ( M i n a s  N o v a s ,  B r a z i l J
g r e e n  c u t  g e n  ( M i n a s  G e r a i s ,  B T a z i l J
( B r a d s h a w  M t n s .  ,  Y a v a p i a  C o . ,  A Z )

x 1 s  i n  m a s s i v e  q t z  w / n u s  ( c 1 a r k ' s  V a 1 l e y ,
F r e s n o  c o . ,  C A )
x 1 s  w , / p y r o p h y l l i t e  ( L o w e r  H o n d o  C a n y o n ,
T a o s  C o .  ,  N l ' l )
b l a c k  c u t  g e n  ( M i n a s  G e r a i s ,  B r a z i I )
x 1 s  i n  f e l d s p a t h i c  q u a r t z i t e  ( T j a t i t s v a r e ,
U l t e v i s ,  N o r b o t t e n ,  S w e d e n )

( L a i o v a 1 l ,  S w e d e n )
x 1 s  i n  q u a r t z i t e  ( P e t a c a  D i s . ,  N M )
x 1 s  i n  q u a r t z i t e  ( K i o w a  M t n . ,  P e t a c a
D i s . ,  R i o  A r r i b a  C o . ,  N M )
x 1 s  i n  q u a r t z i t e  ( K i o w a  M t n . ,  P e t a c a
D i s . ,  R i o  A r r i b a  c o . ,  N M )

( V e s t a n a ,  S w e d e n )
( T a n z a n i a )
( T j a t i t s v a r e ,  U l t e v i s ,  S w e d e n  ? )
g a h n i t e - M g  -  c h l o r i t e - c o r o n a d i t e - q t z  -  s c h i s t
( K a n o n a ,  z a m b i a )

I 7
1 8
r 9  ( M 1 8 2 6 2 ) * * *
2 0

*  N a t i o n a l  l ' l u s e u n  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y
* *  R o y a l  O n t a r i o  M u s e u n

n * *  F i e l d  M u s e u n  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y
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crystal was indeed (optically) a single Table 2. Cell parameters measured by three different methods

s a m p l e  p o w d e r
b a c k  -

W e i s s e n b e r g  r e f l e c t j . o n

t22r

that the
crystal.

After the preliminary optical orientation of the
crystal, the goniometer head was transferred to a
precession camera to refine its orientation and
provide an additional check on crystal perfection.
Finally, the crystal was photographed with a back-
reflection Weissenberg camera (Buerger, 1937) so
as to record, using unfiltered Cu radiation, its high-
angle 20 reflections. Several times, these photo-
graphs revealed that a crystal, although it had
appeared optically homogeneous, was not a single
crystal.

Lattice parameter determinations

For each crystal, two back-reflection Weissen-
berg photographs were made, one with c parallel to
the dial axis to obtain hftO reflections and a second
with the crystal remounted on the goniometer head
and re-oriented so that a (or b) was parallel to the
dial axis so as to yield Okl or h0l reflections. For
each photograph the difiraction spots for CuKa1,
CuKo2, and CuKB were indexed and their corre-
sponding 20 values were measured. Approximately
50 to 55 lrl<0 reflections plus 35 to 40 Okl or hOl
reflections were thus indexed and measured for
each crystal. The resultant20 values and reflection
indices were submitted to the least-squares refine-
ment program of Burnham (1962, 1965) as revised
by L. Finger. This corrects for systematic errors
from film shrinkage, absorption, and camera eccen-
tricity while calculating the lattice parameters to the
fourth decimal place. For two gem-quality andalu-
sites (samples 2 and 7), the cell edges were also
determined by powder diffraction using silicon as an
internal standard. The cell edges for sample 7 and
for a kanonaite crystal (sample 20) were also
checked using normal-beam Weissenberg photos.
Finally, the a cell edge for silicon was determined
by use of the back-reflection Weissenberg camera.
The cell edges thus obtained for these crystals
confirm those obtained by the more precise back-
reflection Weissenberg method (Table 2).

Optical methods

After a crystal's perfection had been confirmed
by X-ray diffraction, its optical parameters (2V at
several wavelengths, principal refractive indices for
sodium light, and its pleochroism) were determined.
Using the Bloss and Riess (1973) technique, the
microscope stage settings that produced crystal
extinction between crossed polars were determined

a = 7 . 7 9 7  l s )
b = 7 . 9 0 0  ( 3 )
c = 5 . 5 5 b  I J J

a = 7  . 7  9 9  ( s  )
6 - = 7 .  e o o  ( 4 )
c = 5 . 5 5 5 t J J

6 = - - - - - - - -

s i l i c o n  a = 5 . 4 3 0 9 ( 2 ) x *

7 . 7 9 4
7 .  8 9 9
5 . 5 5 4

8 . 0 4 4

7 . 7 9 s 9 ( 3 )
7 . 8 9 7 s ( 3 )
s . s s 4 e ( 6 )

7 . 7 9 4 s ( 2 )
7  . 8 9 9 7  ( 2 )
s . s s s 4 [ 4 )

7 . 9 s 2 1 ( s )
I  . 0  4 2 2  ( s )
s . 6 1 3 1 ( 7 )

s  . 4 3 1 s  ( 7  )

# 2 0

* N u m b e r s  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  r e p r e s e n t  e s t i n a t e d
s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  i n  t e r n s  o f  t h e  l e a s t
u n i t s  c i t e d .

* x V a l u e  f r o n  N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  S t a n d a r d s

at spindle stage settings of 0, 10, 20, . . . , 350
degrees. This was done at wavelengths 400, 666,
and 900 nm for andalusite but at wavelengths 500
and 540 nm for the viridines and kanonaite because,
outside the 500-540 nm range, these latter crystals
became almost opaque. The extinction data for
each wavelength were submitted to the computer
program ExcALIBR which then calculated, for that
wavelength, 2V as well as the spindle and micro-
scope stage settings necessary to orient the crystal
so that its three principal refractive indices could be
measured without appreciable error due to misori-
entation. Simultaneously the pleochroic color asso-
ciated with each principal vibration axis then be-
came observable.

Principal refractive indices were measured using
the double variation method as described by Louis-
nathan et al. (1978). Approximately 40 to72 match-
es between the grain and each ofthree separate oils
were obtained by varying the temperature of the oil
and the wavelength of the incoming light. A com-
puter program calculated the oil's refractive index
for the temperature of match and then, by a linear
regression method, calculated values for the two
constants, as znd a1, in the linearized Sellmeier
equation

! : A O + 4 1 X

where y equals (n' - l)-t and -r equals L-2. With d0
and a1 known, the refractive index n could then be
calculated for any wavelength of light desired. This
method, when tested using glasses whose refractive
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indices were known to the fifth decimal place,
yielded refractive indices which were within 0.0005
of the glass's known refractive index for any wave-
length within the visible range.

Data and calculations

For the eleven andalusites, eight viridines, and
one kanonaite studied (Table 1), Table 3 summa-
rizes compositions and calculated densities, Table 4
unit cell parameters, Table 5 refractive indices and
2V*, and Table 6 pleochroism and absorption. The
effect of composition on each unit cell or optical
parameter was investigated by performing multiple
linear regressions on the data with the parameter
serving as the dependent variable and with x and y
as independent variables. The SAS GLM procedure
(Helwig and Council, 1979) proved convenient for
this. This procedure also served to evaluate the
intercept Fo and coefficients Fy Fz . . . g, in non-
linear models that combined x and y into a single
variable, thus

a: Fo+ |r [x + y]  + gzlx + yl2 .  .  . - r  Bnfx r  y)"

where, for example, 4 represents the a cell edge.
From this model, the non-significant higher order
terms in [x + y] could be eliminated by generating
F-statistics which permitted successive evaluations
of the null hypothesis that F, : 0, then p,_1 : 0,
and so on. For example, assume the null hypothesis
could not be rejected for B" to B2,but could be for
B1 in the preceding model. If so the terms [x * y]"
down to lx + ylz could be dropped as non-signifi-
cant.

Table 3. Chemical compositions and calculated densities
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Table 4. Observed cell edges (A) and volumes (A3)

safiple a b c

7  7 .792s (2 )
2 7.7939(3)
3  7 .7922 (2 )
4 7.7924(2)
s  7 .7932 (2 )

6  7  . 7927  (2 )
7  7 .794s (2 )
I  7.7944(2)
I  7.7939(2)

r0 7.7964(2)

11 7.8021(2)
1_2 7.8072(2)
13 7,8oSL(2)
14  7 .8101  (2 )
r s  7 .8166  (3 )

16  7 .80s3 (4 )
L7 7 .8207 (2)
18  7 .83s3 (4 )
19 7.8906 (3)
20  7 .9s21  ( s )

7 .8s76(2) s. ss3s (4)
7 .8e7s(3)  s .ss49(6)
7 .896s(z )  s .sss2(4)
7 .8e70(2) s. ss3s (3)
7 .8e7s  (1 )  s .  ss47 (3 )

34 r .77  (3 )
341 .92  ( s )
341 .84 (3)
341.7 4(3)
34L.87 (z)

7 .8s77 (2 )  s . ss48 (s )  341 .87 (s )
7 .8997 (Z) s.  ss54 (41 342.07 (3)
7 .9001 (2 )  s . ss70 (3 )  342 .L8 (3 )
7 .s007 (2)  s.  ss92 (s)  342.32(4)
7 .905s (2 )  s . s616 (s )  342 .7 r (4 )

7 .905s (z )  s . ss76 (4 )  312 .79 (3 )
7.er32(2) 5.  s687(4) 344.03(3)
7 .e118 (2 . )  s . s682 (3 )  34s .84 (2 )
7 .914s (2 )  s . s667 (4 )  344 .09 (4 )
7 .918e (3 )  s . s67s (s )  344 .62 (s )

7.9t28(4) s.s663(6) 343.79(6)
7 .9222 (2 )  s . s68s (3 )  34s .01 (3 )
7 . s382 (3 )  s . s786 (s )  346 .98 (s )
7 .e870 (3 )  s . s999 (4 )  3s2 . s2 (4 )
8 .0422 (s )  s . 6131  (7 )  3s8 .98 (7 )

Nunbers 1n parentheses represent estimted stmdard deviations
in tems of the least writs cited.

Results and discussion

The aforementioned regression procedures, if ap-
plied to the data from all 20 crystals, yielded
equation-models 1 to 16 (Tables 7, 8). The even-
numbered equations treat [x * y] as a single vari-
able and contain higher order terms in [x * y] only if
their coefficients proved significant. Equations la
to 16a resulted from regressions performed on only
the data from the 11 andalusites (for which [x + y] <
0.05).

Table 5. Refractive indices observed for sodium light, 2V
calculated from same, and 2V determined by Bloss-Riess (1973)

method for wave-lengths 400, 666, and 900 nm

sanple si02 Mzos h2os
atomic frequency calculated

FerO:J th(=x) Fe(=y) density L 6439 r 6386 L.6329
r . 6 4 3 9  r . 6 3 9 5  L  6 3 4 2
I  6448 1  6398 L  6340
|  6444 I  6397 L  6340
I  6 4 4 6  I  6 4 0 3  1 . 6 3 5 I

L 6404
I 64T7
1  6 4 2 7
L  . 6 4 4 5
r  6 4 7 6

r 6460
! . 6 5 7 2
I  5 5 5 1
r  6 5 8 1
r 6597

r  6 5 8 9
r  6609
I  6 7 5 3
L  7 1 2 4
L  7 2 7 3

8 7  6  8 6  7  8 4 . r  8 6 . 3
8 4 4  8 5 6  8 3 . 1  8 2 6
8 5 5  8 5 2  8 4 4  8 2 6
8 4 2  8 5 5  8 4 6  8 5 5
8 4 3  8 3 . 2  8 3 6  8 3 . 5

8 2  6  8 4 . 1  8 3  4  8 1 . 6
8 3 2  8 6 4  8 5 8  8 4 . 2
8 1 r  8 0 8  8 1 8  8 3 . 2
8 1 _ 5  8 1 . 4  8 2  2  8 r . 0
6 9 . 7  6 6 2  7 2 2  7 3 5

7 0  8  7 0 . 8  7 0  7
7 t + 8  6 9 5  6 7 - 9
7 2 L  7 I I  7 1 . 9
7 4 2  7 I 3  7 2 8
6 5  8  6 6 . 8  6 4  3

t .  6 3 5 0
1  6 3 6 3
1 6385
r .  6 3 8 5
r 6433

r 6437
1  6 5 9 9
r  6 5 5 6
r  6668
r  6 6 6 2

L . 6 6 7 5
I  6 6 8 5
L  6 9 2 7
L 7649
r  . 7 9 2 0

6446
6460
6458
6490
6497

r  . 6 5 4 6
1  6 5 6 5
| 6663
r 6844
r  1 0 2 2

8
9

1 0

3 7 . 0 ( s )  6 2 . 8 ( 2 )  0 . 0 0
56.9  (1 )  62 .7  (Z)  0 .00
37.3(4)  62 .4(3)  0 .01(1)
3 6 . 8 ( s )  6 2 . 8 ( 4 )  0 . u 0
37.1(3)  62 .4(2)  0 .01( r )

3 6 . 7 ( s )  6 2 . 8 ( r )  0 . 0 0
37.0(4)  62 .0(7)  o .28(z )
3 7 . 4 ( 2 )  6 r . 4 ( s )  0 . 0 1 ( 1 )
3 6 . s ( 4 )  b 2 . 0 ( 1 )  0 . 0 1 G 1
3 6 . s ( 3 )  6 1 . 3 ( 4 )  0 . 0 4 ( 1 )

3 6 . 6 ( 3 )  6 1 . 2 ( 3 )  1 . s 0 ( 4 )
3 6 . 8 ( 1 )  s 9 . 2 ( 3 )  1 . s 3 ( 1 )
3 6 . 3 ( r )  s 9 . 7 ( 3 )  1 . 2 u ( s )
3 6 . 4 ( 1 )  s 8 . 3 ( s )  2 . 7 7 ( 7 )
3 6 . 6 ( 1 )  s 8 . s ( 7 )  2 . s 9 ( 9 )

3 6 . s ( 3 )  s 7 . 6 ( 9 )  3 . 6 s ( 8 )
36 .6(3)  s7 .8(3)  4 .29(9 ' )
3s .9 (4)  sS.0(2)  6 .42(27)
3 s . 8 ( 2 )  4 6 . 4 ( 8 )  1 3 . s 6 ( s 1 )
34.9(1)  37  .7  (4 )  2s .74(4s ' )

I6
l 7
1 8
1 9
2 0

0 . 1 8 ( 1 )
0 . 2 3 ( 1 )
0 . 2 3 ( s )
0 .  30  (1 )
0 . 4 0 ( 1 )

0 .000 0 .003 3 .146
0.000 0 .003 3 . I42
0.000 0 .003 3 . t47
0 . 0 0 0  0 . 0 0 6  3 . 1 4 8
0.0u0 0 .006 3 .146

3 . 1 s 0
3.  156

3.158

3 . 1 7 2
3.172
3.175
3.116
3.176

1 . 6 9 ( 1 8 )  0 . 0 7 8  0 . 0 3 7  3 . 1 9 5
r . 2 6 ( 3 )  0 . 0 9 0  0 . 0 2 7  3 . 1 8 1
2.48( r3)  0 .138 0 .054 3 .203
J . 5 7 ( 1 7 )  0 . 5 1 4  0 . 0 8 0  3 . 2 s 0
0 . 7 0 ( 9 )  0 . 6 2 2  0 . 0 1 5  3 . 3 1 3

Nmbers in parentheses represent estimted stodard deviations in tem of
the least ui ts ci ted.

r 0 4  1  9 7  7 1  9 7  9 t +
8 2  9  8 4 . 7  8 2  7

174.4 IO9 4 Ltz 2
6 7  2  6 7  8  6 7 . 5
7 0 3  t o 0  6 9 6

I 6
T 7
1 8
I 9
2 0

Tldt vaXte (anl, tlutz bQLow U) Luu,I-ted. dzon exLLnc.t)nn n@Muenta toL
Mvel.enqth 500M,

*rTtLaA vaLue land bQ,to@,i,tl Luu!,tad lLon ex-l,Lnclion n%&qent' dt 540M.

I O

I]-
I 2
r3
I4

0.46(7)  0 .000 0 .010
0 . 6 9 ( 4 )  0 . 0 0 6  0 . 0 1 3
1 . 1 9  ( 3 )  0 . 0 0 0  0 . 0 2 3
1 . 3 1 ( 2 )  0 . 0 0 0  0 . 0 2 6
2.01(6)  0 .000 0 .042

0 . 7 1 ( 1 )  0 . 0 3 2  0 . 0 1 3
2.38(7)  0 .033 0 .050
2 . 7 4 ( t )  0 . 0 2 6  0 . 0 s s
I . 6 7 ( 7 )  0 . 0 6 0  0 . 0 3 4
r . 7 5 ( 7 )  0 . 0 6 3  0 . 0 3 7

11 r 6498
1 2  I  6 5 5 1
1 3  1  6 5 3 9
14 I  6543
15 I  5565



Table 6. Pleochroism and absorption formulae

Dc

I colorless

2 colorless

3 colorless

4 coloaless

5 colorless

6 colorless

7 colo.les

8 colorless

9 colorless

10 @lorless

1 I greenish-ye]low

12 very light yellow

13 light green-yellow

'l! IiSht yelfow-eir€en

'15 light yeuow

16 light yellow-green

17 gre@ish-ye1low

18 yetlowish-green

19 yellowish-green

?n Freen

colorless very light reddish-pink na< nb< nc

colorless light reddish-pink nu. \r. n"

colorless ver-v light reddish-pink .". 
\. n"

color less l ieht reddjsh-pjnk na< nb< nc

colorless light reddish-pink na< nb< nc

colorless reddish-pink na< nb< nc

cofor less color less na< nh< nc

coloaless colorless n". \. n"

colorless very light reddish-pink na< nb< nc

color less very ] ight reddish-pink n".  nb. n"

irish-greeen golden-vellow na< nb< nc

light eremld-green light golden-vel1ow na< nh< nc

light eremld-green light golden-yello! na< nb< nc

ereEld-green Solden-vellow na< nc< nb

light eremfd-green light golden-yellow na< nh= nc

erecld-Breen golden-yellow na< nc< nb

ereEld-green golden-yeflow na< nc< nh

eremld-Rreen golden-yellow n". n". nb

eEreld-green golden-vellow na < nc < nb

d@p mmld-green dep gofden-ve1low na < nc< nh

Lattice parameters

The unit cell edges and volume are best predicted
from (and related to) composition by equations l, 3,
5andTif  [ . r  + y]  > 0.05,butby la,3a,5aand7aif  [x
+ yl < 0.05. Comparison of the coefficients for x
andy in equations 1, 3 and 5 suggests that cell edge
a (and less so b) increases more with Mn3+ content
than with Fe3+ content whereas for c the reverse is
markedly true. These dimensional changes in the
unit cell appear to stem largely from the dimension-
al changes in the M(1) octahedra when occupied by
Mn3* and Fe3*. These octahedra, if occupied by
Mn'*, undergo a Jahn-Teller distortion which, as
shown by Abs-Wurmbach et al. (1981) and by
Weiss et al. (1981), increases the M(1)-O(4) dis-
tance by 0.164 from andalusite to a kanonaite for
which Abs-Wurmbach et al. report x: 0.68 and y :
0.02 whereas Vrana et al. report x : 0.76 and y :
0.02. Because the M(1)-O(4) vector aligns (ca.) at
30o to a, 60' to b, and 90o to c, Mn3* substitution
hence increases cell edge c most, cell edge b less,
and cell edge c least of all. On the other hand,
judging from the relative values for the coefficients
fory in equations 1,3 and 5, Fe3+ enlarges the M(1)
octahedra without producing the distortion along
M(lFO(4).

Equations combining x and y into a single inde-
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pendent variable [x + y] are at risk ifx and y have
significantly diferent effects on the independent
variable. In this respect, the coefficients for x and y
appear similar in value in equations I and 3, but not
in equation 5. Not surprisingly, therefore, cell edges
a and b also bear afairly linear relationship to [x *
yl, cf. equations 2 and 4, but c does not. For c, a
higher order equation (Equation 6) fits the data
significantly better than the linear one. Aside from
the slightly nonlinear relationship we report for c,
the relationship of cell edges to [x + y] observed by
us corroborate those reached by Abs-Wurmbach er
ql. (1981) who studied four viridines, one kanonaite,
and two synthetic viridines (Fig. 2). The decreasing
slope of the curve for c, as high values of [-r * y] are
approached, results because in our samples x domi-
nates over y at high values of [-r + y] and less
effectively increases c (cf. Equation 5).

Optical properties

Regressions were performed using successively,
as the single dependent variable, nu, n6 vtrd n.,
respectively the refractive indices for sodium light
vibrating parallel to the a, b and c crystallographic
axes. With x and y treated as separate independent
variables, the models obtained from the full set of
data (Table 8: Eqs. 9, ll, 13) indicate that each
index increases more in response to Fe3* substitu-
tion than to Mn3* substitution. The models ob-
tained using only the data for the 11 andalusites
(Eqs. 9a, 1la, l3a) do not show this because only
two of these 11 specimens contained appreciable
Mn3*. With .r and y combined into the single

Table 7. Regression-derived^ models that relate unit cell
parameters (in A or A3) to x and y or [.r + y]

REGRESSION MODEL OBTAINED

GUNTER AND BLOS S : ANDALUSITE-KANONAITE SER/ES

o
a

K

I
2

3
4

6

7
a

Range: ful1

a  =  7 . 7 9 0 8 ( 1 3 )  +  0 . 2 5 8 ( 6 ) !  +  o , L 6 2 ( 3 9 ) q  . 9 9 3
a =  7 .7887(10)  +  0 .2s3(6)Lx+r l  .ee l

b  =  7 .8955(6)  +  O.232(4)x  +  9 , r9 r (25)q  .997
b =  7 .8sr+8(6)  +  o .23o?)E+qf  .es6

c  =  5 . 5 5 2 9 ( 4 )  +  0 , 0 9 1 ( 2 ) x  +  O . n o ( l z ) q  -  ^ ,  . 9 9 6
c  -  s .5s3s(6)  +  0 . r4s(e)Lx+4]  -  o .o86oar?+q) '  .gag
u =  341.58( l l )  +  27 .s (5rx  +  29 .2(32)q  .996
u = 34r.68(8) + 27.6(4)V+qf .ss6

Ranse:  l1+4 'O.OS

la  a  =  7 .7923(3)  +  0 .268(21) \+  9 .O86(17) t /
2a  a-  7 .7918(7)  +  O.L55(32)V+t jJ

3a  b  =  7 .896s(2)  +  O.2r3(14)x  +  O. I68( l4 lL l
4 a  b  =  7 . 8 s f j ( 2 )  +  O . r a S t l t ; [ x + 4 ]

sa  e  =  s ,5534(4)  +  O.O5O(28)X+ 9 .19O(22) t !
6 a  c = 5 . s 5 3 8 ( 6 )  + 0 . 1 3 7 ( 2 8 ) V + t t J

7 a  u  =  3 4 t . 7 r ( 4 )  + 2 4 . r ( 2 7 ) x + 2 2 . 6 ( 2 1 ) q
8 a  V  - 3 4 r . 7 r ( 4 )  + 2 3 . 2 ( 1 6 ) l x + q l

. 9 5 8

. 7 1 6

.984

.970

.905
, 7 2 1

. 9 6 1
,950
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Table 8. Regression-derived models that relate refractive indices
t o x a n d y o r [ . r + y ]

Eq. REFnACTM INDICES, BEST REGRESSION I.fODELS p2

Range: full

9 n^-  r .6436(4)  +  0 .091(2)x  +  o .Ls8( l t )q  .sg6
ro  na  =  1 ,6440(3)  +  o . rzo(S) [x+y . ]  -  o .o+s1s1 lx+g l2  .ee6

r l  nb  =  r .637I (6 )  +  0 .14r (3 )x  +  o ,331(24)q  .993
12 nb  =  r .638e(4)  +  o . re1 l1 [ r+y ]  +  o . rz1 .5) lx+q]z  -  o . ro (o) [ "+gJ3 .gsa

13 nc  -  t .6289(19,  +  0 .260(8)x  +  O.524(57)q  .988
14 n .  =  r .6324(8)  +  0 .27(D lx+r j ]  *  o .nqe l fx+qf2  -  o .e< l l l r+4 ]3  . rse

nanee: [x+41 . O.os
9a na  -  t .6436(4)  +  o .132(26rx  +  0 .149(20)q

r0€  na= r .6436(3)  +  o . ra2( t ' )b&q)

l la  no  =  r .6383(2)  +  0 .144( t7 )x  +  o .2 to (13)g
r2a  i1  =  1 .038s(3)  +  o . rss ( lg ) [x+q]

I3a  n .  =  1 .6328(3)  +  O.236(22)x  +  0 .239<t7)q
l4e kc - r.6328(3) + O.ZZe|Jrfx+qf

.907

. 9 7 6

. 9 4 7

independent variable Ix * yl, higher order terms in
[x + y] become significant in the models derived
from the full set of data (Eqs. 10, 12 and l4).

A plot of the refractive index data and of Equa-
tions 10, 12 and 14 (Fig. 3) illustrates that all three
curves intersect at or near [x + y]: 0.066. This also
held true for curves relating the refractive indices
for wavelength 486.1 nm (and for 656.3 nm) to [.r +
yl. In this region, therefore, andalusite becomes
nearly isotropic. The lack of specimens in this
region, as evidenced by the gap between crystals ll
and 12 (Fig. 3), possibly arises from failure to
recognize andalusite in this near-isotropic form.

It is proper to plot the refractive indices fla, nb
and n" against k + yl as the single independent
variable only to the extent that Fe3+ and Mn3* have
identical effects on each of these indices. As already
noted, however, Equations 9, 1l and 13 indicate
that Fe3+ causes a greater increase in nu, n6 and nc
than does Mn3*. Indeed these equations are much
to be preferred over Equations 10, 12 and 14, if
composition is to be used to predict refractive
index. The downward slope that Equations 10, 12
and 14 display at high values of [.r + y] in Figure 3
results because (1) Mn3+ content dominates over
Fe3* content in crystals 14to20 (and especially 18-
20) and, as noted, (2) Mn3+ increases the refractive
indices less effectively than Fe3*. The indices for
crystals containing high amounts of Fe3+ will likely
plot above the curves in Figure 3.

Before the crystal structures of andalusite and
"viridine" were known, Wtilfing (1917) concluded
they were different mineral species because of their
differing optical orientations-X : c, Y : b, Z : a

355

A3 sso

345

340

o 9 47 t8.32 26 6l
- (Wf. % Mn2Os ' Fr2O!) -

Fig. 2. Cell edges and volume us. [.r * y]. The trend lines
represent Equations 2,4,6 and 8 (Table 7) and compare to those
(=dashed lines) obtained by Abs-Wurmbach et al. (1981) for
natural (N) and synthetic (S) andalusites and viridines. The
downward curvature shown for c as [x * y] increases (Eq. 6)
results because Mn3*, which dominates increasingly over Fe3*
from crystals 14 to 2O, increases c less effectively than Fe3+ (ct
Equation 5). For crystal compositions given as weight percent
Mn2O3 and Fe2O3, if Wys.represents the sum of these two weight
percents, then [.r + y] can be readily calculated from

[ x+Y1 =  e ! -o . t zs ) - '
\ w*rr I

This equation derives from the more general one

[ r + y ] =
2 (Ms + M.J Wr,rF

100 MMF - (Mr,.rp - MJ Wrrr.

where M5 Ma and Myp respectively represent the molecular
weights of SiO2, Al2O3, and the average for Mn2O3 and Fe2O3.
Both equations were kindly derived by Mr. Shu-Chun Su and are
approximate to the extent that MMF differs from the actual
molecular weights for Mn2O3 and Fe2O3. The scale is nonlinear
for Wys.. For example, Wys. values 9.47, 18.32 and 26.61
respectively plot at the points where the linear [.r + y] scale
equals 0.2, 0.4 and 0.6.
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(andalusite) and X : a, Y : b, Z : c ("viridine"F
which caused {110} cleavage prisms to be length-
fast for andalusite but length-slow for "viridine".
Subsequent crystal structure analyses, however,
disclosed the two to be isostructural and, as Figure
3 shows, this change in optical orientation is simply
a compositional effect. Later authors have over-
looked the difference in optical orientation between
andalusite and viridine and have attempted to plot
the indices a, B and y versus lx + yl. So plotted, the
curve for a is then a segment of n. (for [x + y] <
0.066) joined to one of n. (for [x + y] > 0.066). The
y curve is a similar amalgam.

With increase in [x * y], the rate of cell-edge
increase is dc < db < da (Fig. 2) whereas, some-
what inversely, the refractive indices increase at
rates dn" ) dn6 ) dn, (Fig. 3). The faster rate of
increase of n" relative to na results because Mn3*
and Fe3* largely substitute for Al3+ in the M(l)
sites-that is, in the edge-sharing octahedral chains
parallel to c in andalusite. As Equation 5 (Table 7)

illustrates, these chains resist lengthening along c as
Mn3* (but not Fe3*) substitutes for the smaller
Al3*. Perpendicular to the chain, however, as
Weiss et al. (1981) document, a marked lengthening
of the M(1)-O(4) bond, from 2.085A (andalusite) to
2.2424 (kanonaite), occurs with Mn3 + substitution.
This pronounced Jahn-Teller bipyramidal distor-
tion of the M(1) octahedra in kanonaite, also ob-
served by Abs-Wurmbach et al. (1981), likely de-
creases the ability of the M(1) occupant to distort
(polarize) the electron cloud about O(4) along the
M(1FO(4) direction. Consequently, as Mn3* (and
Fe3*?) enters the M(l) sites, increase in the refrac-
tive index is opposed for those principal vibrations
most nearly parallel to the M(IFO(4) bond. Hence,
the slope in Figure 3, atlx + yl < 0.4, is least for n.
(the a-axis being at -30'to this bond), somewhat
more for na (b being at -60"), and most for n" (c
being at -90"). Weiss et al. (1981) observe that even
Mn-free specimens display a Jahn-Tellerlike dis-
tortion of the M(l) octahedra.

r 6 7

t 6 6

r 6 5

r 6 4

nc

| 63oL
nD

r70r 70

I
ng

I
r 6 5 r3 1516

o5o2

- ( x + y ) -

0 3  0 4 o6

o 4.a2 9 4 7 r3  97 r8 .32 2?.53 26.6r
-  (  Wl7"  Mn2Os + FezOs) +

Fig. 3. Refractive indices for sodium light vibrating parallel to the a-axis (nJ, D-axis (26) and c-axis (2") vs. [r * y]. As [x + y]
increases, the solid trend lines (Equations 10, 12, l4 in Table E) curve downward below the linear fits (dashed lines) because Mn3+
dominates increasingly over Fe3* in crystals 14 to 20 and less efectively increases their indices, especially for n6 and n". (cf. the
extent to which the coefficient for y exceeds that for x in Equations 9, I I and 13 in Table 8). The upper left inset represents an enlarged
drawing for andalusites with [x + y] less than 0.1.

t / ' 8
o 05  0 .1

? 4 1

17,
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Lengthening of the M(l)-O(l) and M(1FO(2)
bonds with Mn3* substitution is considerably less
than for M(1)-O(4). Weiss et al. (1981) observed
M(lrc(l) to change from 1.8294 (andalusite) to
1.850A (kanonaite) and M(l)-O(2) to change from
1.892n (andalusite) to l.916A (kanonaite). These
increases in bond lengths, being roughly one-tenth
that for M(1)-O(4), presumably less importantly
affect the rate of refractive index increase for anda-
lusite as Mn3* enters its structure.

In common with other compendia of optical prop-
erties, Bambauer et al. (Troger, 1979) report that,
for andalusite, (^y - a) ranges from 0.009 to 0.011.
For our specimen 11, which contained the most
Mn3+ and Fe3+ of the eleven andalusites studied, (7
- a) for sodium light equals 0.006 (Table 5). For
viridines, Bambauer et al. report (y - a) to range
from 0.013 to 0.029. On the other hand. for our
specimen 13, which on basis of optical orientation
is a "viridine" (or manganian-ferrian andalusite).
0 - a) seems less than 0.002.

For 2V, the optic angle measured around the c
axis, values were calculated from the principal
indices for sodium light (Table 5). Independent
values of 2V" were also obtained by the extinction
method of Bloss and Riess (1973) with the extinc-
tion data being processed by EXcALTBR (Bloss,
1981). For crystals I to 9, extinction measurements
were made-and 2V" determined-at wavelengths
400, 666, and 900 nm (Table 5). Crystals lt to 20,
however, were insufficiently transparent except be-
tween 500-540 nm. For these crystals, accordingly,
extinctions were measured and 2V" calculated only
for wavelengths 500 and 540 nm.

Attempts to correlate 2V. with composition
failed. Reasons for this could be (l) non-recognition
of a factor significantly affecting 2V. or (2) marked
variations in 2V" in response to minor changes in
composition for crystals with low values of (7 - a)
such as specimens 10, 11, 12 and 13 (Fig. 3).

Pleqchrois m and absorption

The pleochroic colors associated with light vi-
brating parallel to the a, b and c axes in andalusite
are summarized in Table 6. Curiously, crystal ll,
which is on the andalusite side of the intersection of
the curves for nu and n" (Fig. 3), possesses a
pleochroism more akin to that of the "viridines".
2V. is anomalously high for crystal l l, although not
so high as for crystal 13, which displays similar
pleochroism and absorption. A compositional fac-
tor other than substitution of Mn3+ and Fe3* in the
M(1) site may possibly be involved.
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Properties of pure andalusite

Equations la,3a, 5a,7a,9a, lla, and 13a resulted
from regressions performed on only the data for the
1l specimens (andalusites) for which [x + y] < 0.05.
Their intercepts, in consequence, represent a very
small extrapolation beyond the range of the data
points. Accordingly, we accept these intercepts as
the best estimates for the cell edges, cell volume,
and refractive indices for pure andalusite (x : y :
0). Interestingly, the nonlinear models relating re-
fractive indices to [.r * y] for the full set of data
(Eqs. 10, 12 and 14) had intercepts statistically
indistinguishable from those for Eqs. 9a, 11a, and
13a.

For pure andalusite, therefore, we suggest that a
: 7.7923(3), b : 7.8965(2), c : 5.5534(4)4, V :
3 4 1 .7 | @) A3 and that, by calculation, its den sity equals
3.149 g cm-3 and its molar volume 51.45(4) cm3.
For comparison, Robie and Waldbaum (1968) cite
andalusite's molar volume to be 51.53(4) cm3. Its
refractive indices for sodium light are likely to be
1.6328(3), 1.6386(2), znd 1.6436(4), for which 2V*
calculates to be 85.5o, or the statistically identical
values (from Eqs. 10, 12 and 14) 1.6324(8), 1.6389(4)
and 1.6440(3) for which 2V* calculates to be 82.8".
Textbooks, probably following Ellsworth and Jol-
liffe (1937), commonly cite the indices for andalusite
as 1.629,1.633 and 1.638. These are patently incor-
rect. They are the indices for a (+) crystal whereas,
as even these textbooks note, andalusite is (-).
Better values were determined by Hietanen (1956)
who obtained 1.631(l), 1.637(l) andl.642(l) for one
specimen and 1.631(1), 1.638(l), and 1.643(l) for a
second. Rather ironically, the values reported by
Taubert (1905)-namely, 1.6326, 1.6390 and
1.6440-have been overlooked by most mineral-
ogists and petrologists.

Andalusite as a mineral name

The question remains as to how pure natural
andalusite must be to be called, simply, andalusite.
We here suggest that the term andalusite, unmodi-
fied, be restricted to andalusites which display (-)
or length-fast elongations relative to the {1 10} cleav-
age. This restricts the name to specimens with the
orientation a : Z, b : Y, c : X and thus to
specimens for which, approximately, [x + y] <
0.066. Specimens which display (+) or length-slow
elongation relative to {110} will thus be either man-
ganian andalusites, aluminous kanonaites, or "viri-
dines" (ferrian manganian andalusites). This sug-
gestion, submitted as a proposal to the IMA Com-
mission, received 8 approving and 6 disapproving



votes hence falling short of the required 213 majov
ity. Thus, by the Commission's rulings, some kan-
onitic andalusites will be length-fast relative to {110}
but others will be length-slow. In view of this, the
statement by most (if not all) optical mineralogy
texts-that andalusite is length-fast but "viridine"
length-slow-requires revision.

Predictive equations

From measured physical parameters it may
sometimes be convenient to predict the value of [.r
+ yl for a member of the andalusite-kanonaite
series. Thus, if the principal refractive indices for
sodium light are known, the following model

lx + yl : -12.47 + 15.00295n"- l3.l9l63na
* 5.77439n"

will generally predict [x + y] to (cc.) 0.01. The
model can also be used unconventionally to predict,
if x andy are known, whether flc: dandnu: )€r
vice versa. Presumably, the model's right-hand side
will more closely equal x + y if the correct optic
orientation is chosen.

Using the unit cell volume in cubic angstroms,
the model

lx + Yl : -12.348 + 0.03615 Y

will usually predict [x + y] to within 0.02.
The multiple linear regressions provided no mod-

els that permitted satisfactory prediction of individ-
ual values ofx or y.
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