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ABSTRACT

Al-rich orthopyroxene megacrysrs (OPM) in the St-
Urbain (Quebec) massif are found in three distinct field
associations (euconorite, anorthosite and anorthositic
veinlets); the presence ofplagioclase inclusions in OPM and
local development of subophitic textures require
cocrystallization of OPM and plagioclase. OPM have 0.66
< Mel(Mg + F"r) < 0.72, within the range of other or-
thopyroxene types in the massif, but contain higher amounts
of Ca, Al, Fer- and Ti. REEpatterns in OPM and other
orthopyroxene are essentially parallel, but OPM are en-
riched up to a factor of ten. Associated plagioclase-rich
materials have An contents, REE patterns, Sr contents and
Sr isotopic compositions virtually identical to those found
in andesine anorthosite and leuconorite comprising most
of the massif. These textural, chernical and isotopic fatures
indicate that the OPM crystallized in the outcrops where
they presently reside, from the same anorthositic magma
that gave rise to the rocks of the massif as a whole, and
that OPM are not relics of remote (upper mantle)
crystallization from basalt magma. Narrow plagioclase ex-
solution lamellae in OPM contain segments occupied by
hemoihnenite, suggesting that oxide exsolution is an integral
part of the process of their formation. Coupled decomposi-
tion of two components originally dissolved in OpM,
R"2FeTiSi2AlrOp (FeTi) and CatrAl2SiaO12 @skola),
explains the calcic composition of the plagioclase lamellae,
the development of reverse zoning in essentially all
plagioclase contained in and slrrounding OPM, and the
preponderance of tuAl over vtAl in reconstituted (bulk)
OPM compositions. Oxidation of pyroxene components ro
provide silica or an external source of silica is not required.
The incorporation of FeTi and Eskola components in
original orthopyroxene may be the result of metastable
crystallization, where local overstepping of a plagioclase-
orthopyroxene cotectic boundary curve has driven the
magma to orthopyroxene supersaturation, The localized ap-
pearance of OPM.supports this. The higher abundances
of Ca, AI, Ti, Fer- and REEin OPM compared to other
ofihopyroxene may be related to the ionic adsorption and
retention of these cations onto rapidly growing surfaces of
the OPM.

Keywords: orthopyroxene, plagioclase, exsolution, reverse
zoning, anorthosite, leuconorite, vacancy, adsorptiou,
rare earths, Sr isotopes, St-Urbain, Quebec.

SoMMAIRE

On trouve de l'orthopyroxBne alumineux en m€gacris-
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taux (OPM) dans trois associations lithologiques du mas-
sif de St-Urbain (Qudbec): leuconorite, anorthosite et filon-
nets d'anorthosite. La pr€sence d'inclusions de plagioclase
et, localement, de textures subophitiques requiert une
syncristallisation des OPM et du plagioclase. Les OPM ont
un rapport Mgl@g + Fe1) compris entre 0.66 et 0.72,
donc dans I'intervalle des autres types d'orthopyroxbne du
massif, mais leur teneur en Ca, Al, Fer- et Ti est nette-
ment plus 6lev6e. Les proportions de terres rares dans les
OPM et autres types d'orthopyroxEne d6finissent des lip€es
paralldles mais d6cal6es par un facteur de l0 en faveur des
OPM. Les roches assocides enrichies en plagioclase ont des
teneurs en An, terres rares et Sr et une composition isoto-
pique du.$r pratiquement identiques i celles de I'anortho-
site d and&ine et de la leuconorite qui constituent la majeure
partie du massif. Ces caractBres texturaux, chimiques et iso-
topiques fontBenser que les OPM ont cristallis€ in sllz,
i partir dir maWra anorthositique d'ori sont issues les roches
du massif. De'ce fait, les OFM ne seraient pas reliques d'une
cristallisation profodde (dans le manteau supdrieur) d'un
magrna.basaltique. Llh€rnoiLndnite se pr€sente dans d'6troi.
tes lamelles d'exsolution de plagioclase dans les OPM. Ceci
fait penser que l'exsolution d'un oxyde participe au pro-
cessus de formaXisrl de ces lamelles. Une ddstabilisation
simultanee des cpmposants R2+2FeTiSi2AlrO12 @6le FeTi)
et CatrAl2SiaO12 @Ole d'Eskola) originellement dissous
dans les OPM expliquerait la composition calcique des
lamelles de plagioclase, le ddveloppement d'une zonation
inverse dans pratiquement tous les grains de plagioclase
inclus dans Ies OPM ou entourant ceux-ci, et la pr6domi-
nance de i'Al sur u'Al dans les compositions globales
reconstitudes des m6gacristaux. Ni I'orydation de compo-
sants du pyroxdne ni l'existence d'une source externe de
silice n'est requise. L'incorporation du composant dit FeTi
et de celui d'Eskola dans l'orthopyroxbne originel pour-
rait r6sulter d'une cristallisation metastable, due d l'enjam-
bement local de la courbe cotectique entre plagioclase et
orthopyroxdne, causant la sursaturation du bain en orthopy-
roxbne. La distribution localis€e des OPM 6taye cette fagon
de voir. La surabondance de Ca, Al, Ti et tenes rares dans
les OPM compar6s d d'autres pyroxdnes pourrait refl6ter
I'adsorption de cations et leur incorporation sur les faces
i croissance rapide des m6gacristaux d'orthopyroxbne.

(Iraduit par Ia R6daction)

Mots-clds: orthopyroxbne, plagioclase, exsolution, zona-
tion inverse, anorthosite, leuconorite, lacune, adsorp-
tion, terres rares, isotopes de strontium, St-Urbain,
Qu€bec.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Orthopyroxene megacrysts (OPM), which locally
reach dimensions in excess of 50 cm, constitute a rare
but ubiquitous feature of many massif-type anor-
thosites. In a recent summary of several occurrences,
Emslie (1975) distinguished two varieties: type-I
OPM, which are typically Al-rich (-3-9 wt. 9o
Al2O3 and contain orienled plagioclase lamellae
of probable exsolution origin, and type-Il OPM,
which lack these features and are found in
pegmatoidal masses. Emslie postulated that type-I
OPM formed at a very early stage in the magmatic
developmeut of anorthositic complexes, possibly at
ereat depth prior to the crystallization of plagioclase.
Hence, they could represent "xenocrysts" that were
physically transported from their site of formation

and are only indirectly related to their present host-
rocks. Viewed this way, such OPM may preserve
heretofore unrecognized chemical characteristics rele-
vant to anorthosite petrogenesis. In particular, these
OPM could conc€ivably represent cryptic evidence
for the "missing" ultramafic cumulate rocks
necessary to support a parental basaltic magma for
anorthosites (c/ Bowen l9l7).

Morse (1975), on the other hand, suggested that
OPM in layered anorthositic rocks from the Nain
complex, Labrador, which resemble type-I OPM of
Emslie, formed largely in situ as a result of unusual
conditions of crystallization. He based this conclu-
sion on the observation that OPM are found at
several different stratigraphic levels in the same in-
trusive unit, as well as on textural features and some
chemical data. Bohlen & Essene (1978) described a
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type-I OPM from the Adirondack massif, and
favored high temperatures of crystallization as the
primary cause for elevated contents of aluminum.

In our ongoing investigation of the St-Urbain
anorthosite massif, we have identified OPM-bearing
rocks in three distinct associations: (A) in thin (< l0
crn) andesine anorthosite veinlets, (B) in subophitic
leuconorite, and (C) in very coarse-grained, missive
anorthosite-leuconorite. All OPM studied by us are
aluminous, with plagioclase lamellae, and appear
similar in most respects to previously described t)'pe-I
occurTences.

In this report, we summarize the petrography,
mineral chemistry, Sr-isotope and rare-earth-element
geochemistry of OPM from these three field associa-
tions. The majority of our data and observations are
consistent with a "local" origin for OPM at Sr-
Urbain (cl, Gromet & Dymek l98la). However, we
have observed an extraordinary degree of textural
complexity that belies tle apparent simplicity implicit
in previous discussions of this subject.

GEoLocrcAL SerrNc

The St-Urbain massif is located - 120 km north-
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east of Quebec City, and is situated within the cen-
tral high-grade granulite terrane of the Grenville
structural province. An age of crystallization for the
massif has yet to be determined, although it is
presumably in the range 1000-14@ Ma, based on its
occurrence in the "anorthosite belt" of northeastern
North America.

As illustrated in Figure l, the St-Urbain massif is
a relatively small, oval body (- 15 x 30 km). It is
composed almost exclusively of anorthositic rocks,
dominantly andesine anorthosite of several textural
types, with minor leuconorite and a few small
deposits of Fe-Ti oxides (Mawdsley 1927,R:oy et al.
1972, Rondot 1979). Available petrological and
geochemical data indicate a comagmatic relationship
for these lithologies (Gromet & Dymek l98lb). In
addition, as much as l59o of the massif is underlain
by relatively older labradorite anorthosite that is
petrologically, geochemically and isotopically distinct
from, and apparently not dfuectly related to, the
andesine anorthosite (Dymek 1980, Gromet &
Dymek 1980). OPM are recognized only within tlose
portions of the massif with plagioclase of andesine
composition.

ORTHOPYRO)GNE MEGACRYSTS FROM TIIE ST-I.JRBAIN ANORTHOSITE MASSIF

FIc.2. (A) Thin dyke of andesine anorthosite cutting labradorite anorthosite. (B) oPM in anorthositic vein. Both are
from Mont du Lac-des-Cygnes, locality A in Figure l.
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In general, the massif lacks penetrative deforma- thositic dykes and veins, and most samples contain
tion, corona structures, and other evidence for none.Themostcommonoccurrenceoforthopyrox-
significant postmagmatic modification, although the ene in andesine anorthosite on MLC is, in fact, as
border zones (approximately I km wide) are com- OPM in the veins, although it is not very abundant
monly foliated, a feature that is probably related to in this association either.
emplacement of the anorthosite to its present level
in the crust (Roy el ol. 1972, c/ Martienole & Petrography and mineral chemistry
Schrijver 1970)' The country rock consists Threesamplesexhibitingarangeoftextureswerepredominantly of pyroxene-bearing granitoid in- ,rrArji'A"tiianAaredesaiUedbelow. Tworepre_
trusive bodies and gneisses ("charnockite"), ;;6fi\4-t" *;hositic veins, and the third an
although complexly deformed paragneisses bound O:i;i"f-i" * ;A_rtrh segtegation. The form of the
the massif along part of its northern margrn (Fig, ;;;;;r;;;rrrirut"A ,*pfi"g by drining. Hence,
l). At one locality near the northwestern corner of ;il;;"ll;ount of material was available, and
the massif, a thin (l@ m or less) unit of apatite- and 

"" 

'"ti.*pt 
*^ rnaie to separate individual OpM

oxide-rish norite @owell et al. 1982) separates anoi- for ,,bulk,, chemical anayiis or for trace_element
thosite from the "charnockitic" intrusive rocks. studies. Moreover, the petiographic complexities of

opM rN ANoRTHosrrrc vErNS AND DyKEs 
each sample are such that this would have been a
futile effort.

The OPM are typically "massive" objects, vrith
a somewhat mottled appearance sq/ing to an abun-
dance of thin (micrometre-sized) exsolved plates of
oxide (hemoilnenite) and localized alteration along
fractures (Fig. 3A). Rare micrometre-sized exsolu-
tion lamellae of clinopyroxene are found in all OPM,
and in sample MLC 2l-8, the OPM contains pat-
chy clinopyroxene "domains" (up to 50 pm across)
that are elongate parallel to the orientation of the
clinopyroxene lamellae and appear to be of exsolu-
tion origin (Fig. 3B).

The OPM contain scattered lamellae of plagioclase
up to lfi) pm wide, oriented parallel to (100) ofthe
host (Fig. 3C). These lamellae may display abundant
albite twinning in which the (010) composition plane
deviates 30-90" from the direction of elongation of
the lamellae. In general, the lamellae in these samples
are stubby with tapered ends; they are all less than
-3 mm in length, and do not extend to the edge of
the OPM. Oxide granules comprise portions of many
lamellae, and in a few cases are localized at the ends
of an individual lamella.

In addition to thefu common occrurence as
lamellae, plagioclase and oxide are also present as
isolated, anhedral erains (up to 250 and 10fi) pm,
respectively) that have the textural charasteristics of
inclusions. In sample MLC 2l-9, one OPM has a
"sieve texture" marked by crescent-sha@ inclusions
of plagioclase and elliptical inclusions of
hemoilrnenite (Fie. 3E). In sample MLC 21-8, a
complex plagioclase + oxide + clinopyroxene +
biotite + apatite inclusion takes the form of a
"microvein" (- 100 pm wide).

In general, the central portions of OPM ("cores")
are similar in the samples studied, but the outer por-
tions ("rims") are remarkably variable. h sample
MLC 21-3, an OPM is surrounded by a layer of
clinopyroxene up to 500 1rm thick @ig. 3A). It is
possible that this clinopyroxene formed by gain-
boundary exsolution from a primary pigeonite, but

Field characteristics

At several localities in the St-Urbain massif, dykes
of andesine anorthosite intrude a wall rock of
labradorite anorthosite (Mawdsley 1927, Dymek
1980). On Mont du Lac-des-Cygnes (MLC; locality
A in Fig. l), these cross-cutting relationships are ex-
ceptionally well developed (Fig. 2A). Here, the anor-
thositic dykes are typically porphyritic, being com-
posed of l0-:75V0 blue-black plagioclase megacrysts
( - 3-30 cm) set in a finer-grained matrix of pink to
grey plagioclase, although narrow dykes tend to lack
conspicuous plagioclase megacrysts. Associated with
the dykes are numerous thin (< l0 cm wide) anor-
thositic veins that range from straight-walled to
highly inegulax, and locally occur in "swarms" with
an anastomosing habit. The veins appear related 1o
the anorthositic dykes and, in a few cases, apophyses
from larger dykes clearly demonstrate such a
transition.

In general, the veins are composed of sub-
equigranular, millimetre-sized pinkish brown
plagioclase, and are host to rare OPM, which range
from 2 to 5 cm across. As illustrated in Figure 28,
individual OPM may be nearly as large as the width
of the vein in which they occur. This feature makes
it highly unlikely that OPM from this association
were uansported great distances, and suggests ir silz
formation. However; we have not observed OPM
that crystallized inward directly from vein walls. In
a few cases, OPM occur in Fe-Ti oxide-rich segrega-
tions that are up to 20 cm across.

The anorthositic dykes and veins are similar
petrographically, and consist almost entirely of an-
tiperthitic plagioclase (-9890) with mean composi-
tions in the range An33 to Anor. Minor amounts of
interstitial quartz - plagioclase myrmekite, clino-
pyroxene and hemoilmenite typica[y are present,
along with traces of biotite and rare sulfrde and
apatite. Orthopyroxene is exceedingly rare in anor-
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PYROXENE FROM OPM-BEARIN? VEINLETS, MONT DU LAC.DES-CY'NES
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the textures provide no definitive criteria by which
this hypothesis could be tested.

In MLC 2l-8, the massive OPM core is sunound-
ed by an optically continuous rim of irregularly
shaped granular orthopyroxene intergrown with
clinopyroxene, plagioclase, biotite, oxide and apatite
(Fig. 3F). In MLC 2l-9, a thin layer (< 50 pm) of
plagioclase occurs where the OPM abuts against
coarse hemoilmenite (Fig. 3C); in addition, elongated
grains of zircon (-10 x 100 pm) are strung out
along this boundary at the oxide-plagioclase inter-
face (Fig. 3D). Elsewhere in this sample, biotite ag-
gregates (up to 5 mm across) axe present; in one case,
biotite is intergrown with and apparently replaces the
OPM. In another area, veinlike masses of plagioclase
+ pyrite + magnetite + hemoilmenite + biotite +
apatite separate adjacent OPM. The complexity of
these textures and the association of OPM with a
wide range of accessory phases are inconsistent with
an origin for the OPM during an early isolated stage
of crystallization.

Pyroxene compositions are illustrated in Figure 4;
representative compositions are listed in Table 1. In
each sample, the OPM are fairly homogeneous, with
a limited range of composition (-Enos_os); the rim
may be slightly more Fe-rich than the core. AlrO,
contents range from - 2.5 to 3.5 wt. 9o in the core,
with values as low as - 1.5 wt. 9o found in the rim.
In addition, AlrO3 decreases slightly toward
lamellae and inclusions of plagioclase. The small
grains of orthopyroxene from the matrix of sample
MLC 2l-8 have a composition -En54, with - 1.0
wt. 9o Al2O3. In general, there is a slight progressive
compositional change from OPM core to OPM rim
to matrix grains.

(Fet  + Yn; ,

The typical occurrence of clinopyroxene in these
samples is as anhedral grains (-25-500 pm across)
along plagioclase grain boundaries in the matrix (Fig.
3G), and as blocky inclusions (<50 rr.m) in matrix
plagioclase (Fig. 3II), where they may form granular
aggregates with oxide. The various clinopyroxene
types show little variation in composition within a
given sample (-Caa3Mg,uFe,5 to -CaorMgaoFerJ.
However, clinopyroxene that surrounds OPM in
MLC 2l-3 (-Cao5MgtFes) is distinct from matrix.
In MLC 2l-8, a distinction between matrix
clinopyroxene and that associated with the OPM is
not apparent, although clinopyroxene grains in the
"exsolved domains" are the rrost aluminous ones
present. In general, clinopyroxene from these
samples is fairly Na-, Al- and Ti-rich (up to 0.8 wt.
Vo Na2O, 4.5 wt. 9o Al2O3 and 1.1 wt. 9o TiO),
and resembles clinopyroxene from the anorthositic
dykes @ymek 1980).

Plagioclase in the matrix comprises polygonal to
irregularly shaped grains ranging from <l to -25
mm acros$. They are typically strongly antiperthitic
(up to - 5 vol. 9o exsolved K-feldspar), and contain
numerous submicrometre-sized exsolved (?) needles
of oxide. As illustrated in Figure 5, matrix plagioclase
represents the most sodic type and is fairly
homogeneous, with measured compositions spanning
-5 mole 7o An (MLC 2l-3, An36-42; MLC 2l-8,
Ann.47; MLC 2l-9, An:r+J.

Plagioclase aTong every grain boundary with
pyroxene is characterized by a narrow region (<50
pm wide) in which exsolved K-feldspar and oxides
are absent, and compositions change continuously
and unidirectionally from that of the nearby matrix
up to -An60 as pyroxene is approached. Such
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TAELE 'I. COITPOSTTIOI{ OF PYROXEiIE FROIT OPI.i-BEARING VEINLETS. ilOilT DU LAC-DES-CYGNES*
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t'reverse 2gningt' occgrs against OPM, matrix or-
thopyroxene, interstitial clinopyroxene and
clinopyroxene inclusions; but only compositions
associated with orthopyroxene are illustrated in
Figure 5 (otlers are similar). An intriguing aspect
ofthe reverse zonirrg is its presence along boundaries
with apatite near an OPM margin in sample MLC
2t-8.

Compositions of plagioclase lamellae are highly
variable both within and among samples, with the
total range of measured values being An5eto Antr.
The lamellae are more calcic than matrix plagioclase
from the corresponding samples, and in addition
show slight reverse zoning. We have not been able
to establish whether there is a correlation between
size of the OPM and composition of the lamellae or
between location of the lamellae and their
composition.

Plagioclase from inclusions and "microveins" in
OPM is also more calcic than matrix plagioclase, and
reversely zoned. Sirrilarly, plagioclase separating
OPM from oxide in sample MLC 2l-9 (cf. Fig. 3C)
has a measured ssmposition An5s_6E, and is reverse-
ly zoned.

OPM rN LsucoNoRrrE

Field charocteristics

A heterogeneous suite of leuconorites (exposed in
a gently sloping outcrop along the side of Highway
381: locality B in Fig. l) consists of 60-90 Vo pinkish
brown plagioclase, 40-10 9o ortlopyroxene, minor

hemoilmenite and traces of biotite. Wherever or-
thopyroxene crystals exceed - I cm in size,
plagioclase lamellae are observed to occur.

Although there is a wide variation in texture and
grain size, two varieties predominate. One is
"medium-grained" and typically equigranular (Fig.
6A); the other is "coarse-grained" but otherwise ap-
pears equivalent. In the latter, plagioclase commonly
is tabular, and a subophitic texture is present where
orthopyroxene fills interstices between laths (Fig.
6B). Individual laths ofplagioclase range up to 5 x
15 cm, and orthopyroxene (with abundant
plagioclase lamellae) raqges up to l0 cm across. Such
OPM clearly crystaJlized, in situ, as their crystal form
is largely defined by the geometry of surrounding
grains of plagioclase (Fig. 6C). Plagioclase laths also
occur as inclusions in OPM (Fie. 6B).

The relationship between these two "end-
member" textural types on the outcrop scale is
variable. Fairly sharp boundaries separate them in
some places, whereas in others a gradation from
coarse to fine (Fig. 6C) or schlieren of coarser
material within finer types (Fig. 6.{) are observed.
Elsewhere, domains of texturally variable lithologies
are juxtaposed in a confused way, wilh hints of layer-
ing present locally (Ftg. 6D).

Petrography and mineral chemistry

Most of the orthopyroxene in the coarse-grained
leuconoritecnmprisa OPM, which occur as anhedral
single crystals or crystal aggregates up to l0 cm
across. The boundary between adjacent OPM in an
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Ftc.5' Compositions of plagioclase from oPM-bearing veins; see text for description of types of plagioclase textures.

aggregate is not a sharp interface, but rather an ir-
regular zone characterized by subequant, finer-
grained ( - 0. 5- 1.0 mm) orthopyroxene, plagioclase,
oxide and biotite. Some of this finer-grained or-
thopyroxene is kinked, and may have recrystallized
from an OPM precursor.

The OPM contain abundant lamellae and inclu-
sions of plagioclase and oxide, rare lamellae and
"patches" of exsolved clinopyroxene and, in a very
few cases, acicular biotite oriented parallel to the
direction of elongation of the various types of
lamellae (Fig. 7A).

OPM rims range from smooth to irregular and em-
bayed, commonly by plagioclase and rarely by
biotite. The plagioclase embayments are transitional
to veinlike masses containing minor oxide and
biotite. Where biotite occurs at the border of an
OPM, it may contafn tiny lenticular grains of or-
thopyroxene that are in optical continuity with each

other and the OPM, suggesting magmatic replace-
ment (Fig. 7B). Elsewhere, thin amoeboid protru-
sions extend from the OPM into the surrounding
matrix; these are transitional to elongate grains of
orthopyroxene (up to I mm long) occurring at boun-
daries of plagioclase grains in the matrix. Or-
thopyroxene also forms inclusions (< 100 pm wide)
in matrix plagioclase, where they typically ocsur in
clusters (Fig. 7C).

Despite their large size, the OPM are remarkably
homogeneous (Entvtz, Fig. 8), but they do have a
range of Al contents (-2.64.6 wt. 9o AlrO). The
rim is generally less aluminous than the iorre, and
Al2O3 also is lower near plagioclase lamellae and in-
clusions. Orthopyroxene that occurs in the matrix
and as inclusions in plagioclase is slightly more Fe-
rich @n67-5e, Fig. 8) and less aluminous (- 1.9-3.0
wt. 9o) than OPM.

Matrix plagioclase consists typically of 5-15 mm
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FIc.7. Textural characteristics of various leuconorites. All bar scales represent 5@ pm; D, E in cross-polarized light;
others in plane-polarized light; sample numbers indicated. (A) Acicular inclusions of biotite (B) elongate parallel
to lamellae orientation near OPM margin (CHV 80-99, l). (B) OPM "replaced, by biotite; notetiny relics of py.or-
ene within biotite (CIIV 80-97, 1). (C) Interstitial orthopyroxene, and orthopyroxine inclusions in plagioclaselbfW
80-9, l). {D) Irregularly shapgd lamellae segments of plagioclase displaying reversely zoned rimjfcuv 80-99, l).
!E) Itamellae in OPM: plagioclase (broad, white), clinopyroxene (thin, wniie), oxiae (aart); note that plagioclase
Iamellae are discontinuous and contain blocky segments of oxide (oxide is hemoilmenite; iee text for disiussion,
CHV 80-99, l). (F) Orthopyroxene in fin+grained leuconorite (CHV g0-97, 2).

polygonal grains n'ith measured compositions in the
range An r_o, Fig. 9). Plagioclase adjacent to OpM
is somewhat finer-grained (-l-3 mm), with com-
positions as calcic as An, occluring in reversely
zoned rims up to -2@ pm wide. plagioclase with

sempositions An43-54 occurs in reversely zoned rims
of similar width surrounding interstitial orthopyrox-
ene, and around orthopyroxene inclusions in
plagioclase.

Plagioclase lamellae (-5-50 pm wide) comprise
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Mg

Mg
90 80

CHV 80 -99 (medium)

<5 9o of the OPM. In the two samples studied in
detail, these have measured compositional ranges of
An5a-5e and An71-se, and are reversely zoned. The
lamellae are all oriented parallel to (100) of the host,
and are commonly twinned; the angle between the
plagioclase (010) twin plane and the elongation of
the lamellae ranges from - 30 to 90o. In most cases,
segments of lamellae are occupied by blocky to
elongate granules of oxide of the same width as the
lamellae (Fig. 7E).

Some systematics in the distribution of lamellae
are evident in that they are not observed to extend
to the edge of any OPM, and are absent from the
immediate vicinity of plagioclase inclusions. In some
areas of OPM, lamellae are regularly spaced ( - I mm
apart), elsewhere they are not.

The shapes of lamellae are highly variable (Fig.
7D, E): some are continuous for more than a cen-
timetre and maintain a nearly constant width over
this distance; some ulre discontinuous and blebby,
having the appearance of."necked down" fluid in-
clusions; others are short and stubby with tapered
ends. In a few cases, the oxide segments of lamellae

60

. OPM
^ motrix

60

. grInul\r ?

have this tapered form as well. Some lamellae are
distinctly curved; in one case, the OPM (210)
cleavage trace and the (100) plagioclase - oxide -

clinoplroxene orientation subtend a 75" atc, in'
dicating extensive bending and warping after
crystallization and exsolution; this is a relatively rare
feature, however.

Plagioclase also occurs as subequant 100-200 pm
inclusions in OPM. In a few cases, these form
globular clusters up to 500 pm across that have a
slight tendency to be elongate parallel to the orien-
tation of the plagioclase lamellae. Oxide, and rarely
apatite, occur in some of these clusters. Plagioclase
inclusions have measured compositions of -An*rt
and are reversely zoned.

OPM are not present h the medium-grained
leuconorite; the orthopyroxene occurs mostly as
subrounded, anhedral grains (-2-5 mm) with ir-
regular scalloped borders (Fig. 7F). The measured
compositional range is small (Enro-rr, Fig. 8;
-2,8-3.8 wt. 9o Al2O3, Table 2), with cores and
rims showing no consistent differences, although the
most Al-rich types are found in cores. fthopyroxene

6 07o90

PY R2XENE FR)M ?PIII-BEARING LEUC)N0RITE

CHV 80-97,2 (medium)
. gronullr

r interstitiol

90 80

CHV 80-97,1 (coorse)

Mg Fe,  + Y1

Frc. 8. Compositions of pyroxene in leuconorite; the data shown for CHV 80-99 (medium) penain to a grain mount
of the mineral separate used in the trace-element studies.
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also forms smaller (-100-500 pm) angular grains
interstitial to plagioclase (Fig. 7A), which are slightly
less aluminous and more Fe-rich (-Enrs, 1.8-2.9
wt. 9o Al2O3) than the larger grains.

Blocky inclusions of plagioclase (<200 pm) oc-
cur in some orthopyroxene grains, but no plagioclase
lamellae were observed. Scattered inclusions (10-20
pm) and exsolved plates of hemoilmenite are also
present. Clinopyroxene exsolution lamellae are very
rare, and no discrete grains of clinopyroxene are
present. Small flakes of biotite (-25 pm) occur at
the margins of some orthopyroxene grains.

Plagioclase in the matrix comprises polygonal to
irregularly shaped grains up to 5 mm across contain-
ing scattered needles of oxide and minor exsolved
K-feldspar. Individual g'ains are homogeneous, but
measured compositions are in the range Anrr*,
(Fig. 9). Rims adjacent to orthopyroxene (including
the smaller interstitial matrix grains) are more calcic
(An4z_d and reversely zoned, in which the composi-
tional change occurs gradually over a distance of
-400-500 pm. Inclusions in orthopyroxene
(Anas-sr) are also more salcic than matrix
plagioclase, with slight reverse zoning.

OPM TN ANoRTHoSITE

Field relations

At locality C (Fig. l), anorthositic rocks have been
identified as those that contain 5-1090 scattered
OPM ranging up to -30 cm in maximum dimen'
sion (Fig. l0). These vary from blocky to elongated
(llc), with length/width ratios up to 5:1.

The plagioclase host ranges from dark eirey, sub-
equant megacrysts (up to 40 cm across) down to
millimetre-sized pinkish brown aggregates. Most
plagioclase megacrysts and some OPM are broken
and crushed; rare OPM with prominent kink-bands
have also been noted. Locally, plagioclase forms
tabular megacrysts with interstitial, anhedral OPM.
This subophitic texture indicates tlat at least some
OPM from this association crystallized in situ. In
general, however, these OPM-baring anorthositic
rocks appear massive.

Petrography and mineral chemistry

The pfiographic characteristia of OPM fromtlis
lithology are largely similar to thqsa in the coarse

CHV80-97,1 (coorse)
A notrix
E rims on opx inclusions in plag notrix
El rlms Eurrounding nolrix opx
4 inclusions in OPM

El rime surrounding 1PM
I lonelloe in 1PM



310 TI{E CANADIAN MINERALOGIST

TABLE 2. COilPOSITIN OF PYROXENE FROI LEUCOIORITE.
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Cr2O3 0.07 0.05

xno O.22 0.22

FeoT 11.69 I  7.38

Total  99.34 100.13
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FOMUU PROPORTIOilS BASED Oil 4 CATIONS AND 6 OXYOEil ATOIS
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leuconorite described above. Additional noteworthy
features include the presence of 1-3 mm inclusions
of oxide and plagioclase-rich veinlets near OPM
margins (Fig. 11A). The oxide inclusions are typically
separated from the enclosing OPM by a narrow layer
of plagioclase (c/ Fig. 4C), whereas the OPM along
the microveins appear to have recrystallized into
granular aggregates (Fie. I lB). Plagioclase lamellae
are virtually identical with those in the coarse
leuconorite. Where kink bands occur in OPM, they
are decorated by plagioclase blebs that appear to be
recrystallized lamellae (Fie. I lC).

OPM are relatively homogeneous @n6-72, Fig.
l2), but have a range of Al contents (-2.0-4.7 wt.
9o AlrOr), with the lowest values near plagioclase
lamellae and inclusions. In general, OPM rims and
regions near veins are slightly more Fe-rich and less
aluminous (Eneo-ez, 1.4-2.7 wt. 9o Al2O3), but com-
positional ranges overlap. Rare inclusions of or-
thopyroxene in matrix plagioclase are the most Fe-
rich present (-EneJ and have the lowest Al con-
tenrs (1.3-1.9 wr. 9o Al2O3).

Clinopyroxene of indeterminate composition com-
prises very thin exsolution lamellae in OPM. It also
forms inclusions (50-100 mm) in matrix plagioclase
(-CaasMga2Fe16) and occurs as granules (<50 pm
across) along plagioclase grain-boundaries
(-CaaMg3sFeta, Fig. 12); these types share a range
of Al contents (1.5-3.9 wt. Vo Al2O3, Table 3), and
have textures similar to clinopyroxene in the anor-
thositic veins.

Plagioclase compositions and textures are also

similar to those in the coarse leuconorite. Matrix
grains are in the range An:e+z Fig. l3), whereas
plagioclase lamellae and inclusions in OPM, rims on
oxide inclusions in OPM, and rims around matrix
orthopyroxene and OPM are more calcic (Anor-1)
and reversely zoned. Plagioclase in the veinlets
(An:s-6J has a core composition similar to that in
the matrix, but is reversely zoned toward the enclos-
ine OPM.

Rann-E^q,nrFI-ET-SMENT CHARACTERISTICS

Sampling

Rare-earth element (REE) abundances were deter-
mined for OPM in samples of anorthosite and
coarse-grained leuconorite. In each case, a single
fragment ('10 g) was separated from a large (5-10
cm) OPM and powdered, with particular care taken
to avoid or eliminate all surrounding material. These
OPM fragments consist of orthopyroxene together
with lamellae of clinopyroxene, plagioclase and
oxide; separation ofthese phases was not possible.
To the extent that such lamellae are exsolution pro-
ducts (see discussion below), the chemical
characteristics of bulk OPM correspond to that of
orthopyroxene at the time of its original crystalliza-
tion from melt. Consequently, the REE soncentra-
tions in tle OPM are considered most usefully along
with their bulk chemical compositions (described
below), rather than with the results of microprobe
spot-analyses presented previously.



An orthopyroxene mineral sepaxate was prepared
from the medium-grained leuconorite to allow com-
parison of its REE abundances to those of the OPM
in adjacent coarse-grained leuconorite. R.EE abun-
dances were also determined for plagioclase from the
OPM-bearing anorthosite, a plagioclase megacryst
from the coarse-grained leuconorite, and a
plagioclase separate from the medium-grained
leuconorite. All of the REE data are presented in
Table 4, and chondrite-normalized pattern$ are il-
lustrated in Figures 14 to 16. Analytical techniques
are described in the Appendix.

Results

Three OPM were analyzed from a single large
(-0.5 m) sample of anorthosite (CHV 80-33; locali-
ty C in Fig. l) to permit some a$sessment of their
variability. As shown in Figure 14, these OPM
possess similar and fairly low REE concentrations
(<10 x chondrite). The pattern shapes are essen-
tially parallel, with relatively fl* heavy REE
/GdN=YbN), and a pronounced fractionation in the
light REE (Cey<Sm*). In addition, rhe OPM all
have a prominent negative Eu anomaly, with Eu,/Eu*
in the range 0.51-0.64 (where Eu* is the value inter-
polated from Sm and Gd).

An OPM from coarse-grained leuconorite and an
orthopyroxene separate from medium-grained
leuconorite were obtained from a single sample con-
taining the contact between these two textural types
(CHV 80-99; locality B in Fig. l). The REEpanerns
of these two samples of orthopyroxene @ig. 15)
closely parallel each other, but their REE abundances

3 1 1

differ by an order of magnitude. Each is character-
ized by relatively f"lat heavy REE, modest decreases
in the light REE, and a large negative Eu anomaly
@u/Eu* 0.38, 0.48). Compared to the OPM from
the anorthosite, the orthopyroxene in leuconorite is
less steeply sloped in the light REE and has a larger
Eu anomaly. Nevertheless, a strong family
resemblance among the shapes of the REE patterns
is evident, and suggests that these orthopyroxene
crystals shared many aspects of their origin.

The plagioclase and plagioclase-rich materials
associated with the orthopyroxene have low REE
abundances (<10 x chondrite) and strongly frac-
tionated patterns (Ce1/Yb* in the range 25-1501'
Fig. 16). In the three samples analyzed, the abun-
dances of the light kEE and Eu are similar, but the
patterns diverge considerably in the heavy REE
These differences appear to be related to the
mineralogical purity of the different samples. The
plagioclase separate from the medium-grained
leuconorite, which has the lowest concentrations of
the heavy R"EE, was hiehly purified and acid-washed.
In contrast, the plagioclase megacryst from the
coarse-grained leuconorite and the plagioclase-rich
matrix from the anorthosite were analyzed in bulk
and were not purified of the small quantities of other
minerals found with them (excepting OPM).
Petrographic observations indicate that no more than
a few percent of other minerals are present, but the
concentrations of the heavy REE in plagioclase are
so low that even this amount of foreign material
(with higher abundances of REE) could augment
substantially the heavy-REE concentrations in the
analyzed plagioclase. This appears to be confirmed

ORTHOPYROXENE MEGACRYSTS FROM THE ST-URBAIN ANORTHOSITE MASSIF

Frc. 10. Typical appearance of OPM-bearing anorthosite.
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PY ROXENE FROM OPM-BEARING ANORTHOSITE rAB[[ 3. CqPostlto of PYROtd[ FRoN d0SBOS|E'
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FIG. 12. Compositions of pyroxene in OPM-bearing
anorthosites.
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TABLE 4. RARE-EARTH-ELEI{E}II ABUND/{NCES (ppn)
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by the reduced heavy-REE concentrations in the
plagioclase megacryst following purification and
acid-washing (see Fig. 16). Overall, the principal
characleristics ofthe R.EE data for plagioclase (low
abundances, strong fractionation, large positive Eu
anomalies with Eu,/Eu* in the range 5.4-8.1) cor-
respond closely to R.EE observed in andesine anor-
thosite throughout the St-Urbain massif (Gromet &
Dymek 1980, l98lb).

Rb-Sr RnlerIoNsHIPs

Rb and Sr isotopic analyses were carried out on
two of the OPM (l each from anorthosite and coarse-
grained leuconorite), the orthopyroxene separate
from the medium-grained leuconorite, and
plagioclase-rich materials associated with them.
Elemental concantrations and isotopic ratios are
listed in Table 5, and illustrated on a Rb-Sr evolu-
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OPM IN ANORTHOSIIE

Ce Nd Smf tGd Dy Er  n

Frc. 14. REE patterns of three orthopyroxene megacrysts
from anorthosite sample CHV 80-33. The letters a, b,
c refer to those OPM for which bulk analyses are listed
in Table 6 (#24); see text for additional discussion.

0.5

0.t
Ce Nd Sm Eu Gd Dy Er Yb

Frc. 15. REE patterns of an orthopyroxene megacryst
from coarse-grained leuconorite (CHV 80-99, l) and
for an orthopyroxene separate from medium-grained
leuconorite (CHV 80-99,2); field of REEfor tie three
OPM from anorthosite is shown for comparison.



Ftc. 16. RE'E patterns of a plagioclase megacryst from
coarse-grained leuconorite CHV 80-99, I (I), the same
megacryst following purification and acid washing (+),
plagioclase from medium-erained leuconorite CHV
80-99, 2 (o ), and plagioclase matrix from anorthosite
cHv 80-33 (O).

tion diagram (Fig. l7).
The plagioclase-rich materials have nearly iden-

tical isotopic compositions fSr/86Sr - 0.7042) and
very high Sr concentrations (-1200 ppm). Rb/Sr
ratios are very low, and indicate little radiogenic
enrichment in eSr/88r over the probable age of the
massif. The Sr isotopic ratios and Rb and Sr con-
centrations of these materials agree closely with those
found in andesine anorthosites of the massif (Gromet
& Dymek 1981b). The Sr isotope compositions of
the various types of orthopyroxene show a range of
values, however, and these do not correspond to
variations in Rb/Sr ratios.

The slopes of lines connesting orthopyroxene and
associated plagioclase correspond to "ages" ofap-
proximately 625, L300 and 1700 Ma for the OPM
in anorthosite (sample CHV 80-33), the OPM in
coarse-grained leuconorite (CHV 80-99, l), and or-
thopyroxene in medium-grained lzuconorite (sample
CHV 80-99, 2), respectively. The Rb-Sr "age" of
the coarse-grained leuconorite (CHV 80-99, l) does
not differ greatly from the presumed age of the
massif, but the calculated "ages" of the anorthosite
(CHV 80-33) and tle medium-grained leuconorite
(CHV 80-99, 2) are significantly younger and older,

315

respectively. The young age and the presence of some
(min91) iron staining on the external and, to a lesser
extent, internal cleavage-surfaces of the OPM in
anorthosite suggest that it may have been a partial-
ly open system at some time relatively late in its
history.

In summary, these results suggest that the Rb-Sr
isotopic systems in orthopyroxene have been disturb-
ed and are unreliable. The very low Rb and Sr con-
centrations in orthopyroxene (see Table 5) have un-
doubtedly contributed to this problem.

BULK CoMPosITIoNs oF OPM

Bulk compositions of OPM were determined by
microprobe analysis of fused glass prepared from ali-
quots of the same powders as used in the trace-
element studies. Results are listed in Table 6, together
with the average compositions from microprobe
spot-analyses on grain mounts of the same or-
thopyroxene for comparative purposes.

The three OPM from 5ample CHV 80-33 have
5imil6 compositions, which are also similar to the
OPM from sample CHV 80-99. As a group, bulk
OPM are characterized by a relatively high content
of Al (- 5 wt. 7o Al2O3) and only a limited range
in Me/(Me + Fe), from 0.69 to 0.72. Compared to
spot analyses, bulk OPM have lower contents of Mg
and Si but are enriched in Na, Al, Ca, Ti, and, to
a lesser extent, Fe. These differences clearly reflect
the contributions from plagioclase, oxide and
clinopyroxene lamellae to the bulk composition of
the ofihopyroxene megacrysts. The values for Mn
and Cr are too low to permit an unambiguous assess-
ment of any changes in concentrations.

The reconstituted bulk-compositions of the OPM
yield reasonably good pyroxene-type R2O3
stoichiometry. However, the abundance of varibus
lamellae is sufficiently low that any departures from

TABLE 5. ib-Sr lSoToPlC DATA*
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stoichiometry are probably not detectable by the
method used for analysis. A comparison of sation
abundances in bulk OPM and OPM spot-analyses
reveals several interesting features. Figure 18 is a
diagrammatic representation of charge-balance rela-
tionships for orthopyroxene in sample CHV 80-33.
In bulk OPM, a large proportion of the Al occurs
in tetrahedral co-ordination, where it compensates
for R3+ and Ra+ cations in octahedral co-
ordination. The low content of Na limits the abund-
ance of a possible jadeite component to a few per-
cent at most. The amount of Fd* shown, which
was arrived at by calculation and therefore subject
to considerable uncertainty, corresponds to an
Fe3*/Fe1 ratio of -0.15. However, the latter is in
good agreement with a value of 0.18 determined by
a potassium metavanadate titration. The OPM spot-
analyses yield lower i'Al and Fd+, but u'Al is
similar to bulk OPM. Important charasteristics of
the two data sets include the dominance of tAl over
"tAl and similar values of Mg/Mg + Fer) (c/
Table 6).
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.7470 UNCENTAINTY +
. opr (leuconorilel

0Ptt

(onorihosite)

Plogiocfose7044

.t2.08.04
g7 aA
"Rb / ""sr

Fro. 17. Rb-Sr evolution diagram disptaying plagioclase-orthopyroxene pairs from medium-grained leuconorite CHV
80-99, I (plag-opx), coarse-grained leuconorite CHV 80-99, 2 (plag-OPM) and anorthosite CHV 80-33 (plag-OPM).
Ages calculated from the slopes of each pair are shown, but the temporal siguificance of these "dates" is uncertain
(see text for discussion).

D$cussloN'

Overview

The characteristics of the OPM described in this
report appeax to reflect several different and general-
ly complex processes. The conspicuous presence of
plagioclase (+ oxide + clinopyroxene) lamellae
within OPM sugge$t$ that exsolution has been im-
portant in modifying an originally aluminous or-
thopyroxene. In addition to the exsolution process,
other intriguing questions concerning the OPM in-
clude the circumstances of their original crystalliza-
tion and the way these influenced OPM composi-
tions, the nature of the magmas from'which the
OPM formed, and their relationship to the anor-
thdsitichost-rocks. However, insight into the igneous
potrogenesis of the OPM may be developed by'first
evaluating the causes and consequences of the ex-
solution process. In the following sections, we ad-
dress each of these topics, but in order.to'facilitate
discussion, we begin."with .a brief summillry"of
chemical data on minerals. 

't' ';-.r
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; TASLE 6. ColtP0StrtoN oF oRTHOPYR0XENE ITEGACRYSTS*
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Interences from mineral chemi.stry

The compositions of orlhopyroxene in all samples
from the St-Urbain massif studied to date are sum-
marized in Figures 19 and 20, which illustrate thar
only a limited range in Mg/(Mg + Fer) is observ-
ed. In these diagrams, "matrix" refers to nonOPM
compositions, whereas for OPM, "spot" and
"bulk" refer to results of iloint and fused-glass
analyses, respestively, obtained by microprobe.

On an outcrop scale, some OPM have composi-
tions that extend to slightly higher values of Mg/(Mg
+ Fer) than associated matrix orthopyroxene (Figs.
l9A, C, E), whereas others have equivalent composi-
tions @igs. 19C, D). Despite these slight differences,
one of the most important features of the chemistry
of orthopyroxene is that OPM have values of
Mg/(Mg + Fet) within the range of other or-
thopyroxene types in the massif as a whole. This
observation extends to the OPM bulk compositions
as well. In contra$t, the Ca and Al contents of bulk

OPM are distinctly higher than other orthopyrox-
ene. Al content$ from spot analyses of OPM also
range to higher values although, in general, a con-
tinuum of compositions occrus with Al content
decreasing with Me/(Me + Fer).

These observations emphasize that Ca andAl con-
tents, not Mg/Fe ratio, distinguish bulk OPM from
other types of orthopyroxene at St-Urbain. This is
of considerable significance because if En content
is regarded as an index ef timing of crystallization
for the OPM relative to other orthopyroxene, then
the data contraindicate a separate, early formation
for OPM. Moreover, the nearly identical conteuts
of En in orthopyroxene from coarse- and medium-
grained leuconorite, where field relationships sug-
gest in situ crystalTization (cl, Fig. O, and their
similarity to the En content of OPM from the anor-
thosite (compare Figs. 8, t2 and Figs. l9C, D, E),
collectively indicate that OPM crystallized along wittr
other grains of orthopyroxene in the outcrops where
they presently reside. In our opinion, the "problem"
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CHARGE BALAITICE ItI' AttI OPX iIEGACRYST

FIc. 18. Diagram illustrating cation abundances and corresponding charge-balance relationships for an orthopyroxene
megacryst. Data are shown for OPM A in anorthosite sample CHV 80-33 (see text for discussion).

u,
-
c)
F

C-l AA

i .zu

g,
=g .r5
F
E
o
a-
o
E .fo

J
D

E .os
c)
Ir

0

of OPM is not where they crystallized, but why they
contain such "high" contents of Ca and Al.

In each of the three modes of occurrence of OPM,
the plagioclose lamellae contained in OPM (Anso+e)
are invariably more calcic than the matrix plagioclase
(An3?45). These relationships are summarized in
Figure 21, where it can also be seen that there is an
extensive overlap in the range of lamellae composi-
tions from the different associations. Optical ex-
aminations indicate that the lamellae have in fact a
somewhat wider compositional range than shown;
additional analytical data could show complete
overlap.

Although plagioclase lamellae tend to be the most
calcic types in each sample studied, their An con-
tents are approached (or even exceeded) by plagioclase
inclusioru in OPM, and by reversely zoned matrix
plagioclase (c/ Figs. 5, 9, l3). It appears from tex-
tural considerations that the occurrence of reverse-
ly zoned plagioclase is related spatially to the

presence of (largely interstitial) mafic minerals and
other accessory phases, and not solely to the presence
of OPM with plagioclase lamellae. For example,
reverse zoning in plagioclase is found in the medium-
grained leuconorite, which lacks OPM. It is also
noteworthy that reverse zoning occurs against pyrox-
ene inclusions in plagioclase. As discussed below, the
development of reverse zoning in plagioclase may be
linked to the same mechanism that produces lamellae
in OPM.

Origin of plogioclase lamellae

Most, if not all, of the features that led Emslie
(1975) and Morse (1975) to postulate an exsolution
origin for the plagioclase lamellae are r€levant to the
St-Urbain OPM. These include: (1) approximate
regularity of lamellae spacing, and reeularity in their
orientation, (2) variabiliry of (010) twin-plane orien-
tations of lamellae with respect to their boundaries,
(3) lamellae compositions more calcic than the
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matrix, (4) oxide segments in lamellae, (5) reverse
zoning of lamellae, (6) slight Al depletion in OPM
adjacent to lamellae.

We concur with Emslie and Morse that the
plagioclase lamellae probably represent an exsolu-
tion phenomenon. However, the possibility that
several of the above features owe their origin to some
combination of igneous or subsolidus reactions other
than to exsolution should not be dismissed without
discussion. For example, the fact that reverse-zoning
relationships are observed along plagioclase-
pyroxene contacts at OPM margins and surround in-
disputable plagioclase inclusions in OPM, and that
such plagioclase inclusions range to compositions as
calcic as the lamellae, suggest that items 3, 5 and 6
are not unique to an origin by exsolution.

One alternative hypothesis is that reverse zoning
in plagioclase lamellae and Al depletion in adjacent
orthopyroxene result from subsolidus equilibration
between orthopyroxene host and lamella-shaped in-
clusions of plagioclase that crystallized directly from
a melt. In this case the regularity of lamella orienta-
tion [parallel to (lm)] may merely reflect attachment
of plagioclase crystals to an orthopyroxene surface
advancing by step growth J- (100). One can envision
the situation in which orthopyroxene crystallization
results in the development of an Al-enriched boun-
dary layer, thereby causing local supersaturation in
plagioclase. Periodic nucleation and growh of
plagioclase could be the cause of the approximately
regular spacing of lamellae, in which diffusion rates
of various melt-species played an important role.
Such chemical boundaryJayers have been produc-
ed experimentally adjacent to olivine (e.g., Powell
et al. 1980), atd qualitatively similar effects could
be expected adjacent to rapidly growing
orthopyroxene.

The feature that is most damaging to the
hypothesis that plagioclase lamellae are inclusions
is also the one explained most elegantly by exsolu-
tion: the common occurrence of oxide grains as in-
tegral segments of the plagioclase lamellae. Although
a rapidly advancing "front" of crystallization
associated with go\ryth of orthopyroxene locally
could supersaturate the adjacent melt in oxide as well
as plagioclase, this does not explain why these
phases, which generally exhibit different habits, share
the same contiguous lamellar form of constant width
over distances of up to several millimetres. We con-
sider this textural feature to be compelling evidence
for a common origin by exsolution for both
plagioclase and oxide in these lamellae, but the ex-
act circumstances leading to the exsolution of these
phases is problematical.

The principal difficulty is identifying how the
plagioclase now represented by the lamellae was
originally dissolved in the pyroxene. A high T-P
pyroxene-plagioclase solid solution seems unlikely
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Frc. 19. Diagram summarizing available data on the com-
positions of orthopyroxene in various andesine anor-
thosites and leuconorites from the St-Urbain massif in
terms of relative atomic percent Ca - Mg - (Fer +
Mn); A, C, D, E refer to samples described in this
report, whereas B and F represent unpublished data.

from the standpoint of mutually incompatible
crystal-structures. An alternative is that minor-
element ("nonquadrilateral") components originally
present in the orthopyroxene decomposed to form
plagioclase and other exsolution products upon cool-
ing from magmatic conditions.

Emslie (1975) suggested that plagioclase lamellae
result from unmixing of CaAlSiAlO6 and
NaAlSi2O6 components. This hypothesis could ex-
plain, in part, the calcic composition of lamellae since
orthopyroxene would be expected to incorporate Ca
components over Na components, but removal of
these components in the form of plagioclase requires
the addition of silica (i.e., CaAlSiAlO6 + SiO, :
CaAl2Si2Os or Pyx + Silica : Plac). Morse (1975)
addressed this dilemma by nsting that exsolution of
plagicclase from pyroxene could be viewed as the
product of coupled reactions, and postulated that
the requisite amount of silica could be produced by
oxidation of ferrous pyroxene yielding maenetite in

ORTHOPYROXENE MEGACRYSTS FROM THE ST-URBAIN ANORTHOSITE MASSIF
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addition (e.g., 3FeSiO3 + r/zO2 = 3SiOz + Fe3O).
This mechanism is rather attractive, as it also explains
the magnetite associated with plagioclase lamellae in
the Nain OPM. Bohlen & Essene (1978) also favored
oxidation as a source of silica in the Adirondack
OPM.

The occurrences of OPM at St-Urbain have an im-
portant difference in that the oxide associated with
plagioclase lamellae (as well as that found as thin
exsolved plates in OPM and as discrete grains
throughout the samples) is hemoilmenite, not
magnetite. (In only one sample, MLC 2l-9,
magnetite has been observed; it is intimately
associated with pyrite, probably related to "altera-
tion" of magmatic pyrrhotite at low temperatures.)
The oxidation mechanism does not explain why a Ti-
rich phase such as hemoilmenite is involved in the
present case rather than a relatively pure hematite
or magnetite; other mechanisms that do explain this
feature should be considered.

The intimate association of hemoilrnenite with
plagioclase occupying alternate segments of the same
lamellae is a compelling argument that oxide exsolu-
tion is a necessary and important part of the
plagioclase lamella-forming proc€ss. A potentially
important mechanism not involving oxidation is the

Fo0rrMn0
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decomposition of FeTi components in pyroxene,
where:
Rf* Fez* Tia- Si2AI2O12 :

FeTiO3 + R2*AlSiAlO6+R2+SiO3 (la)

R3+ Fet+Si2Al2Or2:
Fe2o, + R2+ANiAlo6 + R2+sio3 ( tb)

This mechanism is attractive in that Tschermak com-
ponents are "liberated" by oxide exsolution, which
may contribute to the formation of plagioclase
lamellae; however, a source of silica is still needed.

Quartz occurs in minor myrmekitic intergrowths
throughout the anorthositic matrix of most samples,
but there is no compelling textural evidence for
"migration" of silica from these regions into the
megacrysts. An alternative source of silica may lie
in certain vacancy-bearing or Eskola components (cl
Gasparik & Lindsley 1980b), as illustrated by the
following reaction:

2[Caa.5!o.rAlsi2o6] = CaAl2Si2Os+2SiO2 Q)

Decomposition of an Eskola component leads direct-
ly to plagieslase and produces silica, which can com-
bine with Tschermak components (including those
formed by oxide exsolution) to yield additional

;trr
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Ftc.20. Diagram summarizing composition of St-Urbain orthopyroxene in terms of relative mole percent MgO - Al2O3- (FeOr + MnO); divisions as in Figure 19.
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Ftc. 21. Diagram comparing compositions of plagioclase lamellae and matrix plagioclase in OPM-bearing samples
described in this paper.

plagioclase. A sodic analogue of the Eskola compo-
nent is not known and seems unrealistic, as it would
necessitate octahedral Si for charge balance. This by
itself may explain the calcic nature of the lamellae,
since 2 moles of Ca-Eskola component can yield 3
moles of plagioclase, one of which must be anorthite.
This sets a "natural" lower compositional limit of
An' for the exsolved plagioclase.

The occurrence of a vacancy-type substitution
requires that the original pyroxene be
nonstoichiometric, a feature that we cannot verify.
However, an approximate value of the abundance
of vacancies that would be required can be estimated
from the difference in Ca and Na between bulk OPM
and spot compositions, which corresponds to
-0.045 cations/formula unit (cX Table 6). If one
third of these were involved in an Eskola component
(see eqn. 2), then there would be -0.015 vacan-
cies,/formula; this limited deviation from
stoichiometry is not detectable by our analytical
methods.

In summary, no mechanism for producing
plagioclase from pyroxene is entirely satisfactory, but
the simultaneous decomposition of vacancy- and
Fe-Ti-bearing components appears capable of ex-
plaining many of the unusual chemical and textural
features of the OPM, especially the association of
oxide with plagioclase in individual lamellae. Thus,
the abundance of plagioclase lamellae may not be
controlled strictly by the abundance of original
Tschermak and Jadeite components, but by

metastable vacanry-bearing components. Oxidation
does not seem to be required specifically in the ex-
solution process, as observed at St-Urbain, although
it may have contributed to exsolution in other OPM
occurrences.

The presence of reversely zoned plagioclase at all
OPM borders, and the absence of plagioclase
lamellae there and around plagioclase inclusions in
OPM, are features that may be related to the same
process that led to the formation of lamellae; on the
one hand, plagioclase exsolved as lamellae
throughout OPM, but at grain boundaries, this ex-
solving plagioclase "plated out" against inclusions
or external contacts of the grains (i.e., a limited tlpe
of granular exsolution). The occurrence of thin layers
of calcic plagioclase along OPM-oxide boundaries
and around inclusions of oxide in OPM (i.e.,loca-
tions where the exsolved plagioclase could not com-
bine or mix with pre-existing plagioclase) provides
rather convincing evidence that such a process oc-
curred (c/. Fies. 3C, llA).

Origin of the composition of OPM

If plagioclase and oxide have exsolved from OPM,
then it must be asked what circumstances led to the
incorporation of FeTi- and vacancy-bearing @skola)
components in the original orthopyroxene. Exten-
sive FeTi substitution in pyroxene is well documented
in a variety of terrestrial (and lunar) situations,
especially in augite phenocrysts that crystallized

motr ix  +
lomelloe in 0PM
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rapidly at low pressure (y' Tracy & Robinson 1977),
although we are unaware of detailed studies of or-
thopyroxene phenocrysts that bear on this problem.

The few documented examples of an Eskola com-
ponent in pyroxene are restricted to clinopyroxene
at high pressure. Smyth (1977) reported - l7u/o Ca-
Eskola component in omphacite from a coesite-
bearing mantle xenolith found in South African
kimberlite, where he noted the breakdown of this
component to CaAlSiAlO6 + 3SiO2 (as coesite). In
experiments on the system CaO-MgO-AlrO3-SiO2
at 25-30 kbar, Wood & Henderson (1978) and
Gasparik & Lindsley (1980a) produced clinopyroxene
with -24-26 mole 9o Ca-Eskola component. The
effects of iron on these relationships are unknown,
nor are there any experimental data for
orthopyroxene.

The applicability of these observations and ex-
perimental results to OPM is problematic. The
pressures implied by the presence of coesite as a
breakdown product in the nodule and those record-
ed in the experiments are far higher than those per-
mitted by the field and petrographic relationships at
St-Urbain, where prior and simultaneous crystalliza-
tion of plagioclase occurred. Moreover, several other
compositional characteristics of OPM are not sug-
gestive of a high-pressure origin, including the very
low jadeite content of bulk OPM (and associated
clinopyroxene) and the high proportion of "Al
relative to vtAl.

In light of these problems with a high-pressure
origin for OPM, it is appropriate to consider whether
other factors are important to the incorporation of
vacancy-type components in the orthopyroxene. For
example, rapid grofih of OPM may lead to the
metastable incorporation of such components, and
is also a rather effective mechanism for producing
high concentrations of Al, Ti, Fe3+ and REE, since
their dissipation at the crystal-melt interface is prob-
ably limited by diffusion.

Current models of crystal-grofih mechanisms in-
dicate that incorporation of cations into a growing
crystal involves initial adsorption onto "protosites"
(Nakamura 1973) atthe crystal-melt interface. Cat-
ions in such protosites may be rejected or retained,
depending on factors such as suitability of the
crystallographic site and rate of growth. Slow growh
allows "undesirable" cations to be desorbed from
the crystal surface before (or soon after) the next in-
crement of growth is added, and an equilibrium par-
titioning is approached. Rapid growth, on the other
hand, may not provide sufficient time for desorp-
tion to occur. In such a situation, cations with a high
charge,/radius ratio will tend to be retained selective-
ly, since these adhere more tenaciously to the un-
satisfied bonds at the crystal surface (Dowty 1976).
Such models have been applied with considerable
success to phenomena such as sector zoning in calcic

pyroxene, in which the slow-growing (100) sector is
enriched in Ti, Al, Fe3+ and Na compared to other
sectors (e.9., Hollister & Gancarz 1971) because it
exposes a higher proporaon of Ml and ll2 protosites
(Nakamura 1973, Dowty 1976). Shimizu (1981)
reported (I0O)-sector enrichments for a variety of
minor and trace elemenfs in sector-zoned augite, and
noted that the degree of enrichment correlates vdth
ionic field-strength. This observation appears to con-
firm the importance of charge,/radius ratio in the
desorption of cations that were initially adsorbed on-
to protosites in proportions higher than the
equilibrium values for the completed crystallographic
sites.

This general model appears to have applicability
to the OPM, as the cations that distinguish them
from other types of orthopyroxene correspond close-
ly to those cations enriched in (100) sectors of zoned
crystals of augite. No data have yet been reported
for sector enrichments of REE in augite, but
charge/radius ratios for the REE indicate that they
should be preferentially retained in protosites. The
enrichment of REE in OPM relative to matrix or-
thopyroxene (Fig. 13) is therefore consistent with and
predictable from this hypothesis, although the degree
of enrichment ( - l0 x ) is significantly greater than
that found for other cations with a similar
charge,/radius ratio; perhaps additional factors, in-
cluding phase-equilibria controls on the more abun-
dant Al, Ti, Fe3+ (l'.e., "competition" with
cocrystallizing plagioclase and oxide) and charge
balancing that must occur as the cations become in-
corporated in the crystal, have contributed to the
observed differences.

For the R.EEthemselves, it is noteworthy that the
pattern of the OPM from the coarse-grained
leuconorite is essentially parallel to that of or-
thopyroxene in adjacent medium-grained
leuconorite. This observation does not lend itself to
straightforward interpretation in terms of the
adsorption-desorption model discussed above,
because the more extensive desorption for the finer-
grained (more slowly grown?) orthopyroxene should
have resulted in somewhat lower abundances of the
light R.EE (lower charge,/radius ratio) relative to the
heavy REE in this material. The parallelism of these
patterns strongly suggests that the configuration of
the crystallographic site for theRaE(most likelyilz)
has controlled the relative abundances of the RfE
in both types of orthopyroxene. Only if exposed pro-
tosites were sufficiently well defined to discriminate
among the REEin the same manner as a completed
site could the parallelism of the two REE patterns
be understood in the context of the adsorption-
desorption model.

It is interesting thatthe REE patterns of the three
OPM in anorthosite have intermediate abundances
of REE and more strongly fractionated heht REE



(Fig. l ). These characteristics correspond closely to
what would be expected if a crystal-melt interface
with R.EE abundances such as those of the OPM iu
coarse leuconorite had undergone some desorption
in attempting to approach the values (presumably
closer to equilibrium) in the medium leuconorite or-
thopyroxene. Such a comparison is highly
speculative, however, because we do not yet under-
stand the relationship between the outcrops from
which these different materials were obtained.

If an adsorption-desorption model is applicable
to the OPM, then some caution is needed concern-
ing the interpretation of Eu anomalies. Eu2+ has a
lower charge and larger radius than Eu3+; this
reduced ionic field-strength indicates that Eu2+ is
more readily desorbed than Eu3+, which may lead
to lower abundances of europium (i,e,, larger
negative europium anomalies) than expected from
equilibrium partition-soefficients and the Eu anoma-
ly of the melt from which tJre OPM grew. We suspect
that the large negative Eu anomalies for OPM prin-
cipally reflect prior crystallization ofplagioclase from
the melt because of textural observations, and
because the orthopyroxene from the m'edium-grained
leuconorite has only a slightly more negative anomaly
@u/Eu" = 0.38 vs. 0.48 for adjacent OPM). The
effect of selective desorption of Eu2+ may have
contributed to the observed anomalies, however.

An additional factor that may contribute to the
origin of OPM compci'sitions is the possibility that
they crystallized originally with monoclinic sym-
metry. If this were the case, then the cation sites in
"clinohypersthene" probably could have accom-
modated higher concentrations of Ca and N, etc.,
with plagioclase exsolution occurring during later in-
version to the orthorhombic form. However,
preliminary single-crystal X-ray photographs of
OPM do not show any streaking or other features
suggestive of a monoclinic precursor.

In summary, we favor incorporation of Ti, Al,
Fe3+, REE, etc., inlo OPM as a result of rapid
crystal-growth in which there was insufficient time
for these cations to be rejected (or desorbed) from
the crystal surgu"s. pql this reason, bulk OPM prob-
ably do not contain equilibrium abundances of many
minor and trace elements. How fast crystals must
grow in order for such effects to be important is
unclear. If the rate of crystal growth in the anor-
thosite massif is controlled by heat loss to country
rocks, then it is difficult to envision rapid crystal-
growth in the plutonic environment of the St-Urbain
and other anorthosite massifs. Rather, the spatially
restricted ocqurence of OPM st'ggests that their for-
mation was a response to local variations in condi-
tions of crystallization.

One possibility is that the prolonged formation of
plagioclase resulted in local overstepping of a
plagioclase-orthopyroxene cotectic boundary-curve.
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Orthopyroxene supersaturation may be permitted by
the reluctance of that mineral to nucleate, which is
noted in certain experimental studies (e.g., Turnock
& Lindsley l98l). Although supersaturation com-
monly results in the formation of many nuclei, the
difficulty in orthopyroxene nucleation may have
allowed for the accelerated growth ofthose few that
formed first. The growth of these nuclei would then
lead to the formation of isolated occurrences of
coarse OPM in which "excess" components (par-
ticularly those involving Ca and Al) were incor-
porated metastably. Eventually, the system returned
to cotectic relationships, wherein orthopyroxene with
"normal" contents of Ca, Al, Fe3+, Ti and REE
formed. The peculiar change in facies in leuconorite
(Fig. 6) may be an expression of such processes of
crystallization. The slightly higher value of FelMg
n the bulk OPM is consistent with a supersatura-
tion hypothesis, and the metastability of the minor-
element components may explain the apparent ease
with which they exsolved out of OPM.

This model predicts that OPM should be found
in rocks with near-cotectic proportions ofplagioclase
and pyroxene. The leuconorite that contains OPM
(Fig. 6) in fact represents one of the most pyroxene-
rich lithologies in the massif, and other occurrences
of leuconorite also contain OPM. These observations
can be considered as supportive of the supersatura-
lion hypothesis, but the ocqurence of OPM in anor-
thosite is more difficult to explain. However, it is
clear from Figure l0 that locally the abundance of
OPM is sufficient to describe even these rocks as
"leuconorite". The point here is that with the ex-
ception ofthe vein occurrences, OPM have not been
identified as isolated single grains, but are always
found in clusters of dozens of large crystals.

Implications for chorocteristics of
the parent mqgmo

Probably the most enduring problem surrounding
the petrogenesis of massif anorthosites is the nature
of their parent magma(s). Various investigators, us-
ing numerous approaches and techniques, have pro-
posed magmas ranging from basalt through
granodiorite. The principal objection to a basaltic
parent-magma as originally formulated by Bowen
(1917) is the general absence of rocks rich in mafic
minerals that would represent complementary dif-
ferentiates to the plagioclase-rich rocks of the anor-
thosite. However, Emslie Ons, 1978) has suggested'
that OPM are the relics of early crystallization of
pyroxene; he developed an intriguing and com-
prehensive model to link anorthosite to parental
olivine basalt maema. Early separation of olivine and
pyroxene from an alkali basalt parent-magma forms
an integral part of the "reaction melting" model pro-
posed by Barker et al. (1975) to account for the
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association of some anorthositic rocks with alkali
and rapakivi granites. More recently, Morse (1979)
has advocated fractionation of olivine + pyroxene
during ascent of mafic magma as an effective means
of producing highly aluminous Fe-rich liquids paren-
tal to anorthosile. The feature that all of these
models share is the "burial" of ma"fic cumulates in
the upper mantle (or lower crust). Some of the data
presented in this report provide an opportunity to
address certain aspects of the parent-magma prob-
lem. Specifically, we will examine briefly some
mineral-composition and trace-element characteris-
tics of the anorthositic rocks and plausible basaltic
analogues.

The compositions of associated plagioclase
(-Anao) and orthopyroxene, including OPM

INFERRED MELTS

\
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Ca ltld Sn Eu Gd Dy Er yD

Frc. 22. R.gE patterns of melts calculated to be in
equilibrium with purified plagioclase megacryst (Iable
4, #7) and orthopyroxene (Iable 4, #5) from leuconorite
CHV 80-99. Melt patterns are obtained by dividing the
mineral REE abundances by mineral,/melt distribution-
coefficients (average of three orthopyroxene
distribution-coefficients from Onuma et ol. (1968) and
Schnetzler & Philpotts (1970); plagioclase distribution-
coefficients are taken from Drake & Weill (1975). The
shape of the R.EE pattern of melts calculated to be in
equilibrium with other plagioclase and orthopyroxene
in Table 4 are ei1hg1 similar s1 slightly more fractionated
in the heavier REE Eu is not modeled, because of an
uncerLainty that affects the Eu2+/Eu in melt [T,.(Ot,
bulk<omposition controlsl. The absolute values of
calculated R.&E abundances of melt are also subject to
large uncertainties (factors of 2 to 5), but pattern shapes
are tightly constrained. Other possible sources of error
include trapped-melt effects and subsolidus equilibra-
tion of REE, but do not appear significant (cl, Gromet
& Dymek l98lb).

(-Enzo), are unlike those found in layered mafic in-
trusive complexes. For gxample, in the Stillwater
complex, cumulus Enr6 orthopyroxene occurs with
cumulus -An65_76 plagioclase (cl, Raedecke &
McCallum 1980). By somparison, the St-Urbain
plagioclase is too Ab-rich, or the orthopyroxene is
too Mg-rich, to have crystallized from a simil4l
basaltic melt if both minerals are cumulus phases.
A link to a melt of basaltic composition seems even
more remote if the St-Urbain orthopyroxene
crystallized entirely from interstitial melt between
cumulus plagioclase crystals. If sufficient or-
thopyroxene (t olivine) crystallization had occur-
red at a prior stage, to produce the hiehly feldspathic
St-Urbain magma from basalt, then it is remarkable
that the observed orthopyroxene is so Mg-rich.
Perhaps cocrystallization of au oxide like hemo-
itnenite could perturb these relationships, and future
studies should address ttris possibfity. Nevertheless,
we consider the difference between the En-An
systematics of the St-Urbain body (and many other
anorthosites; cl, Anderson & Morin 1969) and those
in basaltic rocks to be significant.

The exceptionally high contents of Sr in the
plagioclase and the somewhat elevated ETSr/86Sr
ratios are not features expected for a tholeiitic parent-
magna. REE patterns of melts calculated to be in
equilibrium with plagioclase and orthopyroxene are
highly fractionated with steep, monotonic slopes and
low concentrations of the heavy REE (FiC. 22). These
trace-element and isotopic characteristics are general-
ly similar to those observed in a variety of alkalic
basalts from continental and oceanic island settings,
but there is no geological and petrological evidence
to indicate the involvement of such mapmas at St-
Urbain. In particular, the preponderance of or-
thopyroxene over calcic pyroxene in the St-Urbain
andesine anorthosites and leuconorites is contrary
to that expected for an alkali basalt magma.

Althouc! not yet definitive, these geochemical and
petrological characteristics of the St-Urbain massif
raise some concern regarding a basaltic parent
magma. Partial melting of mafic rocks (e.9., Sim-
mons & Hanson 1978) at deep crustal levels under
conditions of relatively hrCh /(O, provides an at-
tractive alternative. We note that the involvement
of garnet-bearing fithologies could help to explain
several features of the St-Urbain massif, including
the high content of Sr in the plagioclase and its frac-
tionated, heavy-REEdepleted patterns, whereas high
1(O) seems necessary to account for primary
magmatic hemoilmenite. We are praently evaluating
such mechanisms, and a more complete development
of these arguments will be presented in a subsequent
paper (Gromet & Dymek, in prep.).

In conclusion, OPM may provide insight into the
unusual processes of crystallization occurring dur-
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ing the magmatic history of anorthosites, but they
are not vestiges of a basaltic parent. Rather than
viewing the St-Urbain anorthosite as an orphan of
a basalt, yls suggest tlat its source may lie in the deep
crust and involve an anorthositic magma, as in-
dicated by the well-developed dykes that we observe
in the field.
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APPENDIX: ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES

Most of the mineral analyses reported here were carried
out on an automated 3-spectrometer ARL EMX-SM
microprobe; details of the methods are described in Boak
& Dymek (1982). Additional analyses were carried out on
a 3-spectrometer CAMECA MBX microprobe equipped
with a Tracor-Northern automation system, and interfaced
through a DEC PDP-Il/04 minicomputer for control and
onJine data reduction. Analytical conditions used: ac-
celerating potential 15 kV and beam current of 15 nA'
measured directly by means of a Faraday cup. X-ray in-
tensities were converted to weight percent oxides using the
methods of Bence & Albee (1968)' with correction factors
modified from Albee & Ray (1970). Simple silicates and
oxides were used as primary standards.

The analysis strategy employed methods modified from
those outlined by Chambers (1978). Counting times were
adjusted automatically (up to a maximum of 30 seconds)'
so as to achieve a counting-statistic precision of l9o or better
for major elements (about 3 wt.9o or gxeater) and 1-590
for minor elements (-0.5-3 wt.9o). Reproducibility of all
analyses is judged to be l-590 of the amount present (de-
pending on concentration) based on repetitive analyses of
feldspar and pyroxene internal standards.

Bulk compositions of orthopyroxene megacrysts were
determined by microprobe analysis of glass prepared by fu-
sion of equal amounts of sample and Li2BaO7. (Sample
powders and flux were dried overnight at llOoC; approxi-
mately I g each was weighed out' carefully mixed, and then
fused for - 10 minutes at ll00'C in graphite crucibles.
The resultant glass bead was crushed in acetone, and then
remelted.) Glass analyses were performed by the same
general methods as with mineral analyses' except that the
stage was translated at the rate of - | pn/s to minimize
possible effects ofglass instability under the electron beam.

During initial reduction of data, Li2O and B2O3 were
treated as oxides of known concenlration. Thereafter, the
remaining oxides were normalized to 10090 (see Table 6).
Analyses of glasses prepared by the same methods from
G-2, BCR-I, ACV-I and W-l yield results for each ox-
ide within t 290 (relative) of published values (recalculated
to l@90, anhydrous).

Rb-Sr isotopic determinations were performed on a
computer-cootrolled, l2-inch radius-of-curvature, NBS-
design mass spectrometer. Samples were dissolved with I{F
and HClOa. Rb and Sr were separated using standard ion-
exchange techniques, and loaded as chlorides onto oxidized
double- or single-Ta filaments, respectively. Blanks for
chemical processing are I ng Sr and 0.05 ng Rb.

REE determinations were performed by isotope-dilution
mass spectrometry following methods described in detail
by Gromet (1979). Analytical precision is - l-2slo.
Chondrite-normalized patterns @igs. 14-16) use the values
for the Leedy chondrite (Masuda et al. 1973) divided by 1.2.


