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ABSTRACT

The crysal stmctures ofthree samples offluorine-bearing vesuvianite have been refined to R indices of *3.5Vo in the space
group P4/nnc using single-crystal MoKcr X-ray intensity data. The same crystals were subsequently analyzed by wavelength-dis-
penion electron-microprobe analysis. Fluorine substitutes for (OH) at both the OH and O( | 0) sites in the structure. At the OH site,
there is no discernable positional disorder; changes in the local bond-valence requirements accompanying the loss ofthe OH-O(7)
hydrogen bond are satisfied by slight changes involving the coordinating cations. Bond lengths from O(7) to he Z(3) position
remain constant, but the O(7)-X(3) distance contracts with increasing F-for-OH substitution in the crystal. Fluorine also substitutes
for (OH) at the O(10) position. In this case, there is significant positional disorder involving both the anions at the O(10) position
azd the cations at the coordinating /(3) position. Correlation of possible local arrangements with observed variations in bond
Iengths and chemistry allow a plausible local model to be constructed for this substitution.

Keywords: vesuvianite, crystal-structure refinement, electron- microprobe analysis, fluorine, hydroxyl.

SOMMAIRE

La structure cristalline de trois 6chantillons de v6suvianite comenant du fluor a 6t6 affin6e jusqu'i un r6sidu R d'environ 3.57o
dans le groupe spatial P4lnncl nous avons utilis6 des donn6es de diffraction X obtenues sur cristal unique (rayonnement MoKo.
Les m€mes cristaux ont ensuite 6t6 analys6s au moyen d'une microsonde 6lectronique en dispersion d'6nergie. Le fluor remplace
le (OH) sur les sites OH et O(10) de la structure. Sur le site OH, il ne semble pas y avoir de d6sordre de position discemable; les
changements dans les exigeances des valences de liaisons locales dues i Ia perte de la liaison hydrogbne entre OH et O(10) sont
satisfaits par des changements subtils impliquant les cations dans la sphbre de coordinence. Les longueurs des liaisons O(7YZ(3)
restent constantes, mais la distance O(7)-X(3) diminue h mesure qu'augmente le degrd de remplacement du OH par le F. l€ fluor
remplace l'hydroxyle dans le site O(l 0). [,a prdsence du F cause un ddsordre de position important des anions et des cations dans
le site (3) en coordinence avec ces anions. Une corr6lation des agencement locaux possibles avec les variations en longueurs de
liaisons et en composition mdnent i un modble plausible pour expliquer cette substitution.

(Traduit par la R6daction)

Mots-cl6s: v6suvianite, affinement, structure cristalline, analyse e la microsonde 6lectronique, fluor, hydroxyle.

INTRODUcnoN

Grcat et al. (1992) reported results of a detailed
chemical examination of a large number of vesuvianite
samples from a wide range of localities. They showed
that the chemical formula of vesuvianite can be written
as X DY BZ BTs-5O6sl,[e, in which X = Ca, NA REE, Pb2*,
sb3+; r=Al, Mg, Fe3*, Fe2*, Ti4, Mn,Cu,zn;Z=Si;T
=B:.W = OH, F, o2-. They also showed that two of the

most important chemical substitutions in vesuvianite are
Mg + OH = Al + 02- and B + Mg=2H + Al, both of
which involve hydrogen. The variable H content is thus
a very important aspect of the chemistry of vesuvianite.

Fluorine is a common constituent in vesuvianite; it
reaches up to -3.2wL7o (-4.2a.p.f.u., atoms performula
unit). The H atoms in vesuvianite are involved in fairly
strong hydrogen-bonding configurations (Yoshiasa &
Matsumoto 1986, Groat et al. 1992), and the simple
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substitution of F for (OHf is thus expected to cause a
significant perturbation on local stereochemistry. This
being the case, the substitution of significant amounts of
F for (OH)- may have an important effect on the range
of other chemical substitutions in vesuvianite. In addi
tion, the presence or absence of F has a spectacular
effect on the infrared absorption spectra of vesuvianite
(work in progress), the interpretation of which requires
a detailed knowledge ofthe local stereochemical effecrs
of the F -for-(OH)- substiturion. In order to shed some
light on these two points, we here report on structure
refinements of three crystals of F-bearing vesuvianite
and compare them with the structure of low-F vesuvian-
ite.

ExpsntN4nNTeL

The vesuvianite samples examined here were pre-
viously characterized by Groat et aL (1992), and the
sample numbers used here are the same as in that study.

Collection of X-ray data

Crystals were ground into spheres using a sphere
grinderto minimize differential absorption, and attached
to a glass rod with "5 minute" epoxy. The crystals were
mounted on a Nicolet rtirz automated four-circle dif-
fractometer, and the setting angles for 25 automatically
aligned reflections were used to refine the orientation
matrix and the (tetragonally constrained) cell dimen-
sions; the latter are reported in Table l, together with
other information pertinent to data collection and struc-
ture refinement. Intensity data were collected over two
asymmetric units (assuming 4/mmm Laue symmetry)
out to a maximum 20 value of 60o accordine to the
experimental procedure of Hawthorne A Croai(tSSS).

!A3I^E 1. PIiYSICAL DA1A AND INFORUA1ION Or REIINE}!S!fI FOR TflNEE
CRYSTAIJ OF !.BEARINE VESuVIANITB

After the normal intensity data had been collected,
psi-scan data were collected for an empirical absorption-
correction assuming an ellipsoidal shape of the crystals
that was refined as part of the calculation. As the crystals
had been ground to "spheres", the psi-scan correction
produced very low.R indices for the azimuthal data; the
corrections were subsequently applied to the normal
intensity data. A reflection was considered as observed
if its intensity exceeds four times background based on
counting statistics.

Structure refinement

Scattering factors for neutral atoms were taken from
the International Tables forX-ray Crystallography, VoL
ly (1974). All calculations were done with the
SHELXTL system. R indices are of the usual form and
are expressed as percentages.

The first point to consider in the refinement of
vesuvianite structures is the most appropriate choice of
space group. The vesuvianite structure-type can have
symmetry P4/nnc, However, most crystals of vesuvian-
ite show evidence of small departures from this symme-
try, both in observed diffraction-intensities that violate
the symmetry characteristics of P4/nnc, and in optical
properties indicative of biaxial symmetry (Grcat et al.
1993). For the three samples of vesuvianite examined
here, the following general properties were observed: (i)
only a small number of very weak reflections violate
P4/nnc symmetry (9, l0 and 1l for V4, Y27 andY33,
respectively). In addition, the largest intensity of a
violating reflection observed has F/o = 0.3 for each
crystal. (ii) measured 2V values (Table l) are small, and
show only minor deviations from tetragonal symmetry.

As a result of these observations, the space group
P4/nnc was used for the structure refinement of F-bear-
ing vesuvianite. Starting parameters were those of the
F-free vesuvianite Y12 (Groat. Hawthorne & Ercit. in
prep.), and the nomenclature of sites is that of Groat er
al. (1992).The structures refined rapidly to convergence
for an isotropic displacement model. Conversion to an
anisotropic form ofthe displacement factors and least-
squares refinement of all variables resulted in R indices
of approximately 3 .4Eo . At this stage, the f( I ) and O( I 0)
atoms were found to be very anisotropic, and the degree
of anisotropy varied from sample to sample. Conse-
quently, these atoms were "split" into half-atoms having
isotropic displacement factors constrained to be equal;
it is unlikely that the split positions have equal occupan-
cies, but this was the least biased way in which to start
this phase ofthe refinement procedure. The refinements
rapidly converged to R indices identical or marginally
Iess than those for the single-atom model. However, the
split-atom model greatly facilitates the interpretation of
local disorder as a function of bulk and site chemistry.
Final R indices for all refinements are given in Table 1.

The crystals all showed a small number of reflections
ostensibly violating P4/nnc symmetry; these reflections
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were observed to be very weak, and we did not check
them for double-diffraction effects. To examine the
possibility of channel ordering ft'.e., splitting of X(4) and
Y(l) into nonequivalent pairs of sites with differential
cation orderl, we also refined the stnrctures ofV4 and
V33 in the space group P4/n (cl Giusepetti & Mazzi
1983, Fitzgerald et al. 1986, Allen & Burnham 1992).
There were no significant improvements inRindices and
no discernable ordering of cations over nonequivalent
pairs of sites; the observed displacement-anisotropy at
the li(l) and O(10) position was still observed when
tfiese sites were split into nonequivalent pairs by the
reduction in symmetry from P4/nnc to P4/n. T\ese
points indicate that the long-range structure ofF-bearing
vesuvianite is best described with P4/nnc symmetty, and
that the split-site behavior is due to local order.

Ele ctron - mic rop robe analy s i s

Subsequent to the diffraction experiments, the crys-
tals used for the collection of the X-ray intensity data
were removed from their glass fibres, mounted in
Transoptic-, and polished for electron-microprobe
analysis. Experimental details are given by Groat et al.
(1992). At least ten points were analyzed on each crystal
so as to get a representative composition of the whole
crystal used in the collection of X-ray data. Fe2+/Fe3+
ratios and H2O contents are taken from Groat et al.
(1992) and necessarily represent values for the bulk
samples rather than the crystals used in the X-ray work.

RESULTS

Structure refinement

Final atomic parameters, equivalent isotropic dis-
placement factors and anisotropic displacement factors

TA3IJ 2. ATOI.IIC PAIAUETERS lOR FLUORINE.BEARINO VESWIANITE
CRYS?AIJ
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are given in Tables 2 and 3, respectively. For the relevant
atomic positions, results are given forboth the single-site
and the split-site models. Tables of stnrcture factors may
be obtained from the Depository of Unpublished Data,
CISTI, National Research Council of Canada, Ottawa
Ontario KIA 0S2. Selected interatomic distances are

IABI.E 3. ANISOTROPIC DISPIACE{ANT EACTORS T'OR FLUORINE.BEARINC
VESWIANI?E CRYSTAIS

uss

given in Table 4, where they are compared with
corresponding values from a fluorine-free vesuvianite
(V12, taken from Groat et al., in prep.). Site-scattering
in terms of equivalent electrons are given in Table 5;
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1 . 6 3 0  7 . 6 2 9  1 . 6 3 1  1 . 6 3 1

x4 2 .333(2)  2 .335(2)  2 .331, (2 )  2 ,327(2)
x4  2 .5L4(2)  2 .528(2)  2 .527(2)  2 .522(2 ,

2 .424 2 .432 2 .429 2 .425

z( I )  75(4 '
z<2)  63(3)
z (3)  117(3)
x (1)  158(5)
x (2)  75<2)
x(3)  117(3)
x(4) 104(7)
v (2)  69(5)
Y(3)  84(4)
o(L)  136(9)
o(2)  90(9)
o(3)  104(9)
0(4)  e6(9)
o(5)  106(9)
0(6) 254(LL)
0(7)  92<9)
0(8)  77  (8 )
0(e)  142(8)
oH 7O(8)

z ( r )  68(5)
z<2)  55(4)
z (9)  9e(4)
x(r.) 170(7)
x (2)  63(3)
x (3)  93(3)
x(4) 11r_(8)
Y(2)  57  (6 )
Y(3)  77<4)
o(1)  129(11)
o(2)  e6( r0 )
0(3)  97(11)
0(4)  75(10)
0(5)  86(11)
o(5) 202(13)
o(7) 70(10)
o(8)  67(10)
o(e)  120(9)
oH 58(r.0)

<r(1) -o>

: (2 )  -o (1) f
x(2) -o<2)
: (2 )  "o (3)b
.r(2) -0(4)
r (2 )  -o (5)
r (2 )  -o (5) f
r (2 ) -o (6)o
: (2 )  "o (8)d

<r (2) -D 18 l

<r (2 ) -0> !71

x(3)  -o (3)J
x(3)  -0 (6)p
x(3) -o (6) r
x (3)  -o (7) l
. r (3 )  -o (7)m
r(3)  -o (7)b
x(3)  "o (8)k
)r(3) -0(104) q
.x(3) -o(108)q
x(3) -onj

<r (3 ) -o> [9 ]

<x(3) -o> [8 ]

: (4 ) -o (6) f
r (4 )  -o (e)  f

<r(4) -o>

v(1A) -o(6) f
Y(1A) -0(LoB) s
Y(LA) -o(10A)s

2.489<2> 2.488(2)
2.433(2) 2.434(2)
2 .375<2)  2 .374(2)
2.443(2) 2.451-<2>
2.439(2) 2.432(2)
2.332(2) 2.337(2)
2.9r3(2> 2.977(2)
2.3L8<2) 2.324<2)

2 .468 2 .470

,J ,04  ,A06

2.492(2)  2 .487(2)
2 .436(2)  2 . t27(2)
2 .372(2 '  2 ,372(2)
2.451(2t 2.453(2)
2 .431,<2)  2 .422<2>
2.345(2) 2.336\2)
2.9rO(2) 2.929<3)
2.326(2) 2,326<2)

2 .470 2 .469

,JtOB ,JrO3

75(4)  61(4)  0  0
80(3)  6e(3)  5 (3)  -2 (3)
58(3)  67(3)  1 (2)  2 (3)
86(5)  65(4)  0  0

104(2)  77(2)  4 (2)  -5 (2)
104(3) 1"74(3) "20<2) -4L(2)
104(7) 272(L4) 0 0
62(5 ' )  86(4)  s (4 )  6 (4)
81(4)  77  <3)  -e (3)  e (3)
85(8)  e r (8 )  3 (7)  -2 (7)

105(9)  101(9)  10(7)  -27(7)
68(8)  78(8)  0 (7)  -8 (7)
73(9> 88(9)  11(7)  -10(7)

139(10)  139(10)  98(9)  -7 (8)
116(10) 725(9' 32(8) 32(8)
126(9)  112(9)  4 (8)  15(7)
92(9) 114(9) 10(7) 28(7)

L42(8)  70(11)  4 (8)  -4 (8)
8 4 ( 8 )  5 1 ( 7 )  - 1 0 ( 6 )  - 6 ( 6 )

v33

0
-3(2)
5  ( 3 )
0
7  ( 2 )

22(2)
0
1 ( 4 )
0 ( 3 )
s ( 7 )

-5 (7)
0 ( 7 )

- 6 < 7 >
r.0(7)
46(8)
18(7)
1s(7)
16(11)
20(7)

2 . 4 5 5 ( 2 )
2 . 4 8 1  ( 2 )
3 . 0 1 0 ( 2 )
2 . 5 6 9  ( 2 )
2.49r(2)
2 . 3 7 L ( 2 )
2 . 6 1 3 ( 2 )

\ L / 2  2 . 5 5 6 < L )
x L/2

2 . 4 9 8 ( 2 )

2 . 5 6 L

2.456(2)
2.5t8(2)
3 .022(2)
2 .547<2)
2,492(2)
2.363(2)
2.627(2)
2 .63eQ)
2.578<2)
2 ,459 (2 )

2 .565

2 . 5 0 8

2,459(2)
2 .505(2)
3 .015(2)
2 .555(2)
2 .495(2)
2 .366<5)
2.6L7 (2)
2 ,607 ( I>
2.574<L')
2.460(2'

2.444(2)
2.482(2)
2 ,978(2)
2 . 5 5 6 ( 3 )
2 .509(2)
2 .36 t (2 )

2.599(2)
2.594(2)
2 ,569(2>
2.469(2)

2 .55 !

6 8 ( 5 )  6 0 ( 7 )
50(4) 66(4)
sr(4) 62(4)
7 7  ( 6 )  6 5 ( 5 )
9 0 ( 3 )  7 2 ( 3 '
8 4 ( 3 )  1 7 0 ( 3 )

1 U ( 8 )  1 7 1 ( 1 5 )
64(6) 90(6)
72<4) 76<4')
75(r0) 94(10)
8 8 ( 1 1 )  1 0 9 ( 1 1 )
5 9 ( 1 0 )  6 8 ( 1 0 )
6 8 ( 1 0 )  8 5 ( 1 1 )

r 2 3 ( 1 1 )  9 1 ( t 1 )
103(12) 110(11)
152(!2) 114(!r)
7 9 ( 1 0 )  1 0 5 ( 1 1 )

L20(9) 83(13)
8 5 ( 1 0 )  3 8 ( 9 )

0 0 0
5(3)  -4 (3)  4 (3)
1(3)  1 (3)  -3 (3)
0 0 0
7(2)  -5 (2)  e (2)

-20(3)  -35(3)  13(2)
0 0 0
7(5)  -1 (5)  8 (5)

- r . (3 )  8 (3)  -6 (3)
2L(9)  7 (9)  8 (9)
-3 (9)  -39(9)  " r -8 (8)
0(8)  13(8)  7 (8)

r7 (8)  8 (8)  3 (8)
- r5 (e)  1e(e)  3e(e)
30(9) 30(10) 32<9)
23(10)  13(9)  19(9)
13(8) 22(8) 1(8)
4(10)  -4 (10)  -38(13)

-4(8)  -11(8)  -13(8)

2 . 5 0 5 2.506 2 .500

2.3L4(2) 2.279(2) 2.279<2)
2 .602(2)  2 .669(3)  2 .669(2)

2.294(2)
2 .674(X)

2 . 4 5 8  2 . 4 7 4  2 . 4 7 4  2 . 4 A 4

2.O80(2)  2 .077(2)  2 .O77(2)  2 .093<2)
2 ,004(4)  2 .166(7)  2 .L66(8)  2 .238(9)

-  2 .69L<7 )  2 .691(8)  2 .598(9 . )

? . .  -  & .  i  1 0 a  
< r ( l A ) - D  [ 5 ]  2 . 0 6 5  2 . 0 9 5  2 . 0 9 5  2 . L 2 2
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2.099(2)  2 .099<2)
r . .781(8)  1 .781(8)
2 .306(8)  2 .306(8)

2 .035 2 .035

2.r0L<2)
1 . 8 6 5 ( 9 )
2 , 2 2 5 < 9 )

TABLE 6. AVERAGE COMPOSITION OF VESWIANITE SAUPLES

v21!L2
2 . O 5 4

r (u ) -0 (6) f  x4
r(18) -o(108)r
Y(18) -o(10A)&

<v(t B) - o>

Y ( 2 ) - o ( 4 ) h  x 2
r ( 2 )  - 0 ( 8 )  x 2
Y ( 2 ) - o H  x 2

<v(2) -o>

v(3)  -o (1)
r (3 )  -0 (2)
v (3)  -o (3)
r (3 )  -o (4)h
r (3 )  -0 (5)
r(3) -0F

<v(3) -o>

x(4) -:(4)d
x(4) -r(1A)
x(4) -r(18)

v(1A) -v(18)

0(l-0A) -0(10A) t
o(10A) -0(108)
o(10A) -o(108)r

o(1.0A) -x(3)f x4
o(10A) -r(1A)k
o(10A)  -y ( t  B)k

o(108) . . r (3 ) f  x4
o (r0B) -r(1A)!
0 (10B)  -v (18)k

slo2 wc. t  36.27 37 .05 36.52
r .948(2)  1 .940(2)  L .e44(2)  r .s4r (2 )  ALzq 18 .31  L6 ,2L  L5 .87
1.871(2)  1 .864(2)  1 .871(2)  L .864(2)  T toz  0 ,76  2 .93  0 .80
r . .874(1)  1 .867(1)  L ,813(2)  r .873<2)  MgO L .46  L .72  t - .65

1.8es 1.seo 1.8e6 t,- *3 ?:9i 3:31 i.32
L .22

t f .  l J

0 .04
0 .00

37.54
r-7.33

0 .  6 6
1 . 7 s
0 .  73
3  . 16
o . 3 7

35.42
0 . t 0

36.49
0 .00
0 .  00

0 .00
0 . 0 0
0 . 0 1

2 . 6 7

ttjr-

34.79
0 .  21
0 .00

0 .  21
r.. 30
0 .  17

L . 5 7

t t  t t
0 .  59

Fa203

1 . 9 0 9 ( 2 )  1 . 9 1 9 ( 2 )  r . s 3 3 ( 2 )  r . . 9 1 3 ( 2 )  9 " o
r . 8 9 3 ( 2 )  1 . 8 e 8 ( 2 )  1 . 8 e s ( 2 )  r . a g e i z i  N a 2 o
7.934(2) 1.951(2) I.947(2) r.949(2) InzOa
2.058(2) 2,064(2) 2.068(2) 2.063(2) BzOa
L.973(2)  1 .972(2 '  r .978(2)  7 .965(2)  so . -r .906(2)  r .e24(2)  L .899<2)  t .924(2)  i  "

L .946 1 .955 1 .954 L .952 c l
Itzol
Itzoi

L . 7 6

0 .00 0 .00  0 .00
0 .01  0 .00
2 .48  3 .10
0 . 0 8  0 . 0 0
l - . 70  1 .63
L . 5 7  1 . 3 0

99 .81  101 .79
1 .06 1.  31-

2.X77(4> 2 .6L6(5)  2 .604(6)  2 .572<6)
L .340<2)  0 .86s(4)  0 .813(5)  0 .780(6)

-  I .25O(4)  1 .187(4)  1 .147(5)

-  0 . 3 8 5 ( 5 )  0 . 3 7 3 ( s )  0 . 3 6 7 ( 6 )

-  2 ,0 '16(13)  2 .378(16)  2 .487(24)
-  0 .525(9)  0 .360(11)  0 .2s00.7)
-  2 .60r (9 )  2 .738(11)  2 .730<77)

2 .556(1)  2 .638(2)  2 .607( t )  2 .594(2)
2.OO4(4) 2,69I(8) 2.598<9) 2.587(L3)
-  2 .3O6(a)  2 .225(9)  2 .220(L3)

-  2 .578( r )  2 .s74(1)  2 .569(7)
- 2.L66(8) 2.238(9) 2.337(13)
-  1 . 7 8 1 ( 8 )  1 . 8 6 5 ( 9 )  1 . 9 7 0 ( 1 3 )

o-F, cl

IOTAL 99.L2 9 8 .  1 6 98.75  100.48

E q u l . v a l € n c  p o s i t l o n s :  a :  1 a r .  y ,  r t  b :  y ,  i .  l r 2 + z a  c ,  l / 2 4 y - 1 ,

i .  t . . z :  d :  y .  x .  I / 2 - z t  e ,  l - x .  l / 2 - ! - 1 ,  I / 2 - z t  f r  l + r .  I ' y ,  u :
g :  r ,  y , : - l :  t  t , ; .  l / 2 + z - 1 ,  l t  t / 2 - x - t ,  y ,  t / 2 - . t  ) .  r , t ,
l - 2 :  k :  t .  y , l  t z t  I t  l / 2 - y - 1 .  I  x .  l + z :  a :  i ,  t t Z * y . t ,  t / 2 + z l
\ ,  l / 2 - x .  l / 2 - t . z t  o :  y , - l + r .  I / 2 - z t p ,  - l r r ,  y i  l + z ;  q t  - l + t ,
- 1 . ! ,  z ,  t r  y .  x ,  l / 2 - z + 1 .

assignment of specific cation-occupancies also requires
consideration of the chemical composition.

Chemical composition

The results of chemical analysis of the crystals are
given in Table 6. Unit formulae were recalculated on the
basis of50 cations and were assigned to specific groups
of positions as rerommended by Groat et al. (1992).

TABI.E 5. IEEINED SITE.@C1'PANCIES' IN F-EEARINC
vEsucl"rNlTs

1  3 .20  L3 ,L7
18.10 L8.27

fMeasured, +Cal-sul-ated for charge bal-ance.
V33 lncludes 0.15 wt.t Beo. The nwber of analyses
Ged ln tha averagLng are (ln brackets) V12 (6), V28
( 5 ) ,  v 4  ( 8 ) ,  v 3 3  ( 2 ) .

DISCUSSION

In the structure of vesuvianite, the hydroxyl groups
are generally involved in fairly strong hydrogen bond-
ing. As a consequence, the substitution of F for (OH)-
must involve significant local changes in stereochemis-
try in order to satisfy the bond-valence requirements of
those anions that acted as hydrogen-bond acceptors in
F-free vesuvianite.

The OH environment in F-free vesuvianite

In the vesuvianite structure, there are two anion sites
that can be occupied by (OHf and tF" the OH site and
the O(10) site. For the convenience of this discussion,

si(f

AI.3+
TL4+
tlgz+
l,lnz+
Fe2{
Fe3+

Ca2t
Na+
h3{

oH-
a
x
,z

L7.75

10. 56
0 .  28
t- .07
0  . 03
0  . 54
0 . 6 5

19 .13
0 .00
0 .00

0 .  00
0 .  00

0 . 0 0
0  . 01
8 . 7 3

t 9 . L 3
L3.L2
L7.75

t  8 . 3 8

9  . 48
t  . 0 6
L . 2 7
0 .00
t-. t-1

t  8 . 49
0 .  20
0 .00

0 . 0 8

2 . O 4
0 .  14
5 . 2 0

t-8. 70
L 2 . 9 2
1 8 . 3 8

18 .10

9 . 8 6
0 .  30
L . 2 2
0 .  14
L . 2 3
0 .46

1 8 . 6 5
0 .04
0 .00

0 .00
0  . 00

3 .  89
0 .  07
5 . 6 2

t  8 . 7 0

L8.27

9 . 9 4
o . 2 4
L . 2 7
0 .  30
L . 2 9
0. t-4

L8.47
0 . 0 9

0 .00
0 .  00

0 .00
2 . Z A

18 .s6

Bs
se

r

v(1)
r(3)

11.43
t4.34

LL.97
14.33

L2.64
14.38

'Occtrymi.ee glvsa la totu of U.A.l. (liee Aeonts
Nrsber - ao. of, elactr@ at al!e).
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the local environment of these sites is illustrated in
Figure l.

Each OH site is coordinated to cations at the X(3),
Y(2) and (3) sites; these three sites form the apices of a
triangle subparallel to (001 ), with the OH site occupying
a "pyramidal" position above. Where the OH site is
occupied by (OHf, the H(l) atom lies above rhe donor
oxygen such that the O(donor) - H bond is at an angle
of-30o to the c axis. Bond-valence arguments (Yoshiasa
& Matsumoto 1986. Groat 1988) show that there is a
strong hydrogen bond between H( 1 ) and O(7); the Z(2)
and X(3) cations tlat coordinate O(7) conribute only
-1.7 v.u. in F-free vesuvianite, and the hydrogen bond
from H(l) is necessary for bond-valence satisfaction at
&e O(7) anion.

The O(10) anion lies on the four-fold axis that passes
down the channel(s) through the structure (Fig. lb), and
is coordinated by one (1) and four X(3) cations in a
square pyramidal arrangement. Exclusive of F, O(10)
must be occupied by some OH, and it is generally
considered that both OH- and 02- occupy this site (see
summaiy of current and previous views in Groat et al,
1992). The neutron-diffraction structure refinement of
I-ager et al. (1989) located the H(2) site; it is asymetri-

(b)

cally positioned benveen two O(10) sites on the 4-fold
axis. In the crystal they examined, the H(2) position is
only partly (0.85) occupied and is assumed to be locally
disordered about the center of symmeuJ at (114, ll4,
1/4). Presumably when H(1) is close (-1 A; to one
O(10) oxygen, it forms a strong hydrogen bond to the
neighboring O(10) approximately 1.8 A away.

The F -for-(OH)- substitution at OH

Inspection of Tables 2 and 3 shows that the replace-
ment of (OH)- by F across this series does not involve
any discernable positional disorder about OH or O(7).
The isotropic displacement factors at both these posi
tions do not show any significant increase with increas-
ing F content of the crystals. Similarly, there is no
increase in the anisotropy of the displacement factors
across the series. Hence any local adjustments that occur
as a result of the F-for-(OH)- substitution must take
place at the cations coordinating OH or O(7) (or both).
Inspection of Table 4 allows us to identify those features
that are specifically related to the F-for-(OH)- substitu-
tion. Comparison of the Z sites (occupied only by Si)
across the series shows that their coordination geometry

(c)

x .

\/.-,
ORIGIN AT Y(2}

z
I
l y
X

Ftc. l. The anion sites that can be occupied by OH- or F in the vesuvianite structure, together with the neighboring structure: (a)
the OH site; (b) the O( I 0) site; hydrogen bonds are shown by dashed lines.

D

I
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is virtually unaffected, despite the fact that H( I ) strongly
hydrogen-bonds to O(7) and that replacement of (OH)-
by fts must disturb this arrangement. Similarly, there is
no change in the anisotropic displacement parameters of
Z(3) with changing F content. This indicates that the
bond-valence deficiency at O(7), caused by removal of
the hydrogen-bond conribution, must be compensated
by an increase in incident bond-valence from one or
more of the other coordinating cations. The O(7) anion
is bonded to Z(2) and three X(3) cations, Inspection of
Table 4 shows that there is significant variation in the
O(7)-X(3) bond lengths across the series (Fig. 2), an
aggregate shortening correlated with increased F--for-
OH- substitution.

Channe I configurations in ve suvianite

First let us examine the possible channel arange-
ments in fluorine-free vesuvianite (Fig. 3). Important
constraints on the possible arangements arethe experi-
mental obsevations that the (l) and X(4) sites always
seem to be half-occupied, whereas the O( l0) site is fully
occupied. This gives two possibilities: (i) there are two
distinct local arrangements flabeled (l) and (2) in Fig.
3l that occur in equal amounts; (ii) there is one local
arrangement fiabeled (3) in Fig. 3] that is polar and can
occur in two different orientations. It is perhaps of
significance that there is no obvious reason why arrange-
ments ( 1 ) and (2) should occur in equal proportions [thus
giving rise to half-occupied K I ) and K4) sitesl, whereas
arrangement (3) constrains (l) and X(4) each to be

half-occupied. The bond-valence structures of these
three arrangements are shown in Figure 4. We focus
specifically on the aggregate bond-valence incident to
both O(10) anions; numerical values are calculated from
the observed distances and site-occupancies for Vl2
(core) using the bond-valence curves of Brown (l 98 1 ),
whereas fractional values are calculated by Pauling's
second rule (Pauling 1960). The bond-valences incident
to both O(10) sites in the three arrangements should be
equal to the sum of the formal valences of the simple
anions at the two O(10) positions; if these simple anions
are oxygen [i.e., both O(10) positions are occupied by
OH- or O2-1, the sum of the incident bond-valences
(including those from the H) should be 4 v.u. The
calculations for the three arangements are shown in
Figure 4. Each O(10) oxygen (labeled O in the figure) is
bonded to four equivalent X(3) cations (primarily Ca),
and receives an incident bond-valence of 0.17 x 4 v.u.
from these cations (and a Pauling bond strength of 218).
The O(10) anion can also be bonded to the y(l) cation,
with an average bond-valence contribution of 0.5 I v'u.
[and a Pauling bond strength of 215 for divalent occu-
pancy of y(l)1. The H atom at H(l) forms two bonds
with an aggregate bond-valence of 1.0 v.u. The aggre-
gate bond-valence incident to both O( I 0) anions for the
three arrangements (Fig. 4) are3.70,2.68 and 3.19 v.u.,
respectively. There is a problem here: the incident
bond-valences are far too low for both O(10) positions
to be occupied by oxygen (for which the incident
bond-valence should be 4.0 v.u'). In a fluorine-free
vesuvianite, there seems to be no way around this

2.570

x(3)€c4i
----tl-

x(3)-oC4m
-----F-

x(3)-pf4b
-----l--

i-

F

2.560

€
o 2.550
0)o
(6
ct
E e.soo
.9
E z.agoo

c)

2.370

F (a.p.f.u.)

Frc. 2. Variation in O(7FX(3) bond lengths as a function of F contenl in vesuvianite.
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ORDERED ORDERED /n
POLAR 

\7

Y(1) x(3) H0)

:= O.5l rl + O.21 x4x2 + 1.0 = 3.19v.u.

t p=2 t5x1  +2 tgx4x2  +  | =3 .4

Y(1) =chatge
X(3)-\ i-l/X(3)

xtsl-li--.-x(sl
H(1)

x(3)-_\A-l/x(3)

x(3)-/it'\x(3)
Y(1)

x(3)-_\^_//x(3)

x(3)-?)x(3)
X(e)-.-_ ;-zX(3)

x(3)-/"---x(3)

=  3 - o r  1 -

"l',
Y0)
o(10)

H

o,]t

x(4)

x(4)

Y0)
o(10)

H

o00)

x(4)

var
Ftc. 3. Possible arrangements in the channel in fluorine-free

vesuvianite. There are two distinct arrangements, labeled
"ordered" and "ordered polar". In the ordered configura-
fion, there are two local ,urangements, labeled I and 2; in
the ordered polar arrangement, there is one local arange-
menL labeled 3, that may point along lc. The four X(3)
cations bonded to each O( l0) anion are omitted for clarity;
their positions may be seen in Figure 4.

problem. We emphasize this very strongly because it is
one of the major stumbling blocks in understanding the
vesuvianite structure. Previous investigators (Coda et al,
1970, Allen 1985) have discussed the OH occupancy of
O(10), but did so only on a qualitative level, where this
problem is not apparent.

This situation is greatly relieved in fluorine-bearing
vesuvianite. Replacement of the (hydrogen-bond) ac-
ceptor anion by F removes this charge problem in
ilrangements (2) and (3) (Fig.4), but still gives some-
what of a problem with arrangement (l). It is perhaps
significant that arangement (3) also has good bond-va-
lence arangements around each O(I0) position, in view
of the following points:
(i) Arrangement (3) requires equal occupancy of the
I(l) and X(4) positions, whereas the combination of
rurangements (l) and (2) does not.

! o  =  ' l +

Y(1) x(3) H0)

:  = -  + 0.21 x4x2 + 1.0=2.68v.u.

2 P = - + A g x 4 \ 2 + 1 = 3 . 0

/;\ Y(1) =c
Q/ x(3)-.\A-l/x(3) z =z

xts)-/i--\xtsl
H(1 )

X(3).- I -zX(3)\ / \ z

X(g)..-- 
\.-X(3)

Y(1) x(3) H(1)

> = 0.51 x2 + 0.21x4x2 + 1.0 = 3.70v.u.

' :p=215x2 + EBx4x2 + 1 =3.80

Ftc. 4. Bond-valence structures in the three possible channel
arrangements of Figure 3. The bond-valence (and Pauling
bond-strength) sums arc the aggregate bond-valences inci-
dentto both O( I 0) anions in each arrangement.

(ii) Arrangement (3) can give complete order within a
specific channel, and polar disorder between (or within)
channels willleadto P4/wrc symmetry; it is notable that
the structures of fluorine-bearing vesuvianite refine well
in that space group.
(iii) Most samples of vesuvianite have minorto signifi-
cant fluorine, suggesting that the vesuvianite sfucture
has an affinity for fluorine.

These points suggest that arrangement (3) will be
preferred in fluorine-bearing vesuvianite. However, we
are still left with the problem of local charge-balance in
fl uorine-free vesuvianite.

The F-for-(OH)- substitution at O( l0)

Now let us examine the bond-valence constraints on
the possible local configurations involving this substitu-
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tion. Firstly, Table 4 shows two distinct X(3)-O(10)
distances. It seems reasonable to assisn the shorter
length !2.57 A) to a Ca-F bond and thJlonger length
(2.62 A) to a Ca-O bond, with the resulting bond-va-
lences of0.158 and 0.181 v.u., respectively; thus F- at
O(10) receives 0.158 x 4 =O.63 v.u., and 02- at O(10)
receives 0. I 8 I x 4 = 0.7 2 v.u. from the coordinating X(3 )
cations.

The possible combinations of 02- and F surrounding
a single H(l) position are shown in Figure 5; (a) is the
standard arrangement with no F, (b), (c) and (d) have
compositions OF, OIIF and Fr, respectively. For con-
figuration (b), the aggtegate bond-valence sums incident
to Fand02- are [0.158 x4+ 0.5 = 1.13 v.u.) and [0.l8lx
4 + 0.5 = 1.22 v.u.l, respectively, assuming that both
associated (l) sites are occupied. The sum at the 02-
anion is fartoo small, and hence configuration (b) cannot
occur. For configuration (c), the analogous bond-va-
lence sums for F and 02- are [0.158x 4 + 0.5 + 0.3 =
1.43 or 0.93 v.u. if the (1) site adjacent to the F is
vacantl and [0.181 x 4 + 0.7 + 0.5 = 1.92 v.u.],
respectively. This arrangement only has acceptable
bond-valence sums around F and 02- if one of the two
associated (l) sites is vacant; this is only compatible
with the ordered polar channel configuration (Fig. 3).
For configuration (d) (Fig. 5), the bond-valence sum
around each F is [0.158 x 4 + 0.5 = 1.13 v.u.]; as both
associated (1) sites must be occupied for this (accept-
able) bond-valence arrangement, configuration (d) can
only fit into configuration l.(Fig. 3) of the ordered
channel arrangement.

Constraints on O( I 0 ) site-occupancies

These arrangements have implications concerning
the bulk chemistry of the O(10) site. If configuration (c)
(Fig. 5) occurs, O( I 0) cannot be more than half occupied
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by F. If configuration (d) occurs, again O(10) cannotbe
morethan half occupiedby Fbecause this configuration
is only compatible with channel arrangement (l) (Fig.
4)" which must combine in a l:l ratio with channel
arrangement (2) in order to satisfy the observed chemis-
try of the y( I ) and X( ) sites. As channel anangements
(1 ) and (3) cannot occur together [the observed Y(l) and
X(4) occupancies are not compatible with thisl, the F
occupancy of the O(10) position can never exceed
one-half; thus a maximum of I F a.p.f.u. can occur at
the O(10) site in vesuvianite. Note that this is in direct
contradiction to the proposal of Ohkawa et al. (1992)
that the O(10) site in two samples of vesuvianite refined
by them is completely occupied by F.

Configuration (c) does not change the OH- occu-
pancy of the O(10) site (which remains at 0.5), whereas
configuration (d) reduces it to 0.25.

Disorder at the channel positions

Unlike the OH position, there is strong variation in
the magnitude of the equivalent isotropic displacement
factor at O(10) with increasing F content of the crystals.
This variation is positively correlated with an increase
in anisotropy of displacement, indicating that the F -for-
(OH)- substitution produces significant disorder at
O(10). The O(10) anion is bonded to one Y(l) and four
X(3) cations. The anisotropic displacement coefncients
oftheinitial refinements indicatethatthe anions at O(10)
are positionally disordered along the 4 axis of the
channel in the vesuvianite structure. The O( l0) displace-
ments are parallel to the O(10)-y(l) bond, and this will
significantly affect the details ofthis interaction. Inspec-
tion of Table 2 shows that the isotropic displacement
factor at the Y(l) position significantly increases with
increasing F content of the crystal. Accompanying this
change is a very strong increase in the degree of
anisotropy of this displacement. The direction of the
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Ftc. 5. Possible local configurations of the channel involving the replacement of OH- by F
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maximum displacement at the Y( I ) position is parallel to
the maximum displacement of the anion at the O(10)
position; this suggests that these displacements are
locally coupled and relate to the variation in local
bond-valence requirements with the progressive loss of
hydrogen-bonding that accompanies the F--for-(OHf
substitution. The final split-site models are an effort to
get some indication of the geometry of the local
configurations. However, it should be emphasized that
we do not have sufficient resolution to derive accurate
occupancies for the split sites; as a consequence of this,
the local bond-lengths derived are probably less accurate
than their precision would suggest.

There are two O(10) anions fairly close together
(2.4-2.8 A) along the four-fold axis, resulting in three
different types of substitution that could occur (Fig. 5).
F could replace an (OHf group (Fig. 5b), with the
adjacent O(10) remaining as an 02- anion. Fluorine also
could replace an 02- anion that was the acceptor of the
hydrogen bond (Fig. 5c); in this case, rhe F also would
be the acceptor of the hydrogen bond unless there also
is a rearrangement of the H atom. In addition, both
substitutions could occur simultaneously at the local
scale (Fig.5d).

The split-site refinements produce several disordered
positions in the channel, and it is now necessary to try
and derive the most reasonable local atomic arrange-
ments. First let us consider the local coordination ofthe
KIA) and Y(lB) sites. As indicated in Table 4, there are
four calculated f(lA"B)-O(l0A,B) approaches, only
two of which are possible. These alternative possibilities

TA31A 7. POSSIBIT I.OCAL COOIDII{ATIONS AND IOND-VALENCES' AROUM
TnE y(L) SITES IN SOI(B !-BEARIN6 VES.IJVIANITE.SAI.IP1,:BS

TA31.E 8. BOND LENCTHS (A) AND BOIID.VAIJNCES'ABOI]T IIIE O(1OA) AND
O(1OB) POSITIONS IN SELECTBD STRUCTT'RBS OT VESWIANI?B

v33v12

o(10A) -x (3)  x4
o(10A) -v(18)

S@

0 ( 1 0 8 ) - x ( 3 )  x 4  2 . 5 5 6
0 ( 1 0 8 ) - r ( 1 A )  2 . O O 4

Su

2 . 5 9 4
2 . 2 2 5

o.L97 2 .569
0,329 2,238

1.111

0. r74
0 . 2 2 9

0 . 9 2 5

2 . 5 5 5
2.OO4

o.207
o.495

L.324

o.207
0.496

t .324

2.638
2.306

2 . 5 7 8
2.L66

0 . 1 9 1
o . 2 7 9

1.043

0.201
o.270

L.074

'Calcqlat€d lith l{-O bond"val€nce cu&€s of Blom (1981)

are listed in Table 7, togetherwith the local bond-valence
arrangements in each case" The values are only very
approximate here as the site occupancies were assumed
to be 0.5, and the bond-valence curves used are valid for
Fe2*-O only. Nevertheless, arrangement (l) is much
more reasonable than arrangement (2) for both V27 and
V33, both with regards to observed stereochemistry and
the calculated bond-valences. Thus we may conclude
thar I( I A) bonds to o( I 0B) and z( I B) bonds to o( 1 0A).

Next, we will examine the bond-valence structure
around both of the O(10) positions (Table 8). In
fluorine-free Vl2, the bond-valence sum to O(10) from
the bonded cations is '1.324 v.u.: this leaves 0.676 v.u.
to be supplied by the associated hydrogen atom, which
then hydrogen-bonds to the adjacent O(10) anion. In
both crystals of F-bearing vesuvianite, the bond-valence
sums to O(l0A) and O(10B) are -1.0 v.u. when
calculated for 02- at both O(10) positions. Whatever the
constituent anions, this indicates much weaker hydrogen
bonding than in F-free vesuvianite; this finding is
consistent with the loss of a low-frequency (-3200 cm-l)
band in the infrared absorption spectra of F-bearing
vesuvianite (Groat, Hawthome, Rossman and Ercit" in
prep.)

Fluorine avoidance by Fd*

It should be noted that incorporation ofFatthe O(10)
site yia channel arrangement (3) (Fig. a) means that Fe2+
at the (3) site should never bond to F, only to OH-.
Although this seems to be dictated by the satisfaction of
local bond-valences that specifically involve the pres-
ence or absence ofhydrogen bonding, the observation is
in line with the well-known'Tluorine-avoidance" rule
(Rosenberg & Foit 1977).
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y(1A) -0(6)

v(1A) -o(10B)

<v(1A) -O>

r ( 1 8 )  - o ( 6 )
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