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Refinement of the crystal structure of krausite:
a mineral with an interpolyhedral oxygen-oxygen

contact shorter than the hydrogen bond
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Abshact

The crystal structure of krausite, KFe(SOo)r'HrO, (a:7.920(2), b: 5.146(2), c:
9.014(2) A, P : 102.76(l)', space group P2r/m, z: 2) was refined from 614 X-ray data
to R : 0.037. A previous structure determination was confirmed for the K Fe, S, and O
atoms, and was supplemented by the location of the H atom. In the atomic arrangement
an interpolyhedral (: van der Waals) oxygen-oxygen contact of 2.747(2) A is shorter than
the oxygen<xygen distance of the hydrogen bond with O<^r-H . . . O : 2.844Q) A.

Infioduction

The structural parameters ofthe potassium, iron, sulfur,
and oxygen atoms of the monoclinic mineral krausite,
KFe(SOo)r.HrO, were determined by Graeber et al. (1965).
Recently Znmann (1983) noticed that on the basis of the
first investigation the probable hydrogen bond is definitely
longer than the shortest interpolyhedral (van der Waals)
oxygen-oxygen contact. As this is apparently a novel fea-
ture in inorganic stereochemistry and since Graeber et al.
(1965) neither located the hydrogen atom nor discussed
the probable hydrogen bonds, a refinement of the crystal
structure of krausite seemed appropriate.

Working material from Coral Reefs District, Utah, U.S.
(Smithsonian Institution, No. 157691) was kindly pro-
vided by Pete J. Dunn. To facilitate the comparison with
the paper of Graeber et al. (1965) we maintained their
orientation of the unit cell and their labeling of atoms.

Experimental and structure refinement

A single crystal chip with the approximate dimensions 0.1I x
0.15 x 0.05 mm was used for the X-ray analysis. The exami-
nation of the lattice parameters and the data collection were
performed on a Stoe four-circle diffractometer with graphite
monochromatized MoKa radiation. The lattice parameters were
determinedby least-squares techniques from the adjusted angular
settings of29 reflections and are in good agreement with the data
given by Graeber et al. (1965). Our values are a:7.920(2), b :
s.146(2), c: 9.014(2) A, B : tOZ.tA(r)', and V : 358.3 A'with
Z : 2. The space group P2t/m was confirmed by structure re-
finement.

The intensity measurements were conducted in the 20/st scan
mode with a minimum of 35 steps for each reflection, increased
for the (a,, ar) splitring (step width 0.05", step time 0.8 to 1.6 sec
per step). In order to test the intensities for radiation damage
and/or crystal misalignment, three reference reflections were
measured each 60 minutes. A total of 1782 reflections was col-
lected up to 20 : 50'. The quality of our crystal did not allow

measurements further out in reciprocal space. The data were
corrected for absorption (linear absorption coefrcient p(MoKa) :

3l cm-t) from empirical ry' scans of three reflections. Additionally,
the data were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects. By
averaging symmetry-related reflections a set of 7 12 unique data
was obtained. A subset of 614 reflections with lIl" > 2o(lFl")
was used for the structure refinement.

The atomic coordinates given by Graeber et al. (1965) were
used as starting values in the full-matrix least-squares refinement.
A diference Fourier map revealed the hydrogen atom position.
During the final stage of refinement its atomic coordinates and
isotropic temperature factor were included in the list ofvariables.
For all the other atoms anisotropic temperature factors were
allowed to vary. An isotropic extinction correction was applied
(Zachariasen, 1967). Complex scattering factors for neutral atoms
from the International Tables for X-ray Crystallography (197a)
were used. For the 614 reflections with lf'. > 2o(lFl) the final
R values are R : 0.037 andR. : 0.025, where o : 1.331/[o(lFl")]'?.
The observed and calculated structure factors are listed in Table
l;' Table 2 gives the structure parameters.

Ow final atomic coordinates for the potassium, iron, sulfur,
and oxygen atoms agree with those given by Graeber et al. (1965)
within one e.s.d. The average shift is 0.010 A, *ittr the largest
shift being 0.034 A for the atom O(2). Because our data set was
restricted to relatively small Bragg angles and because the ob-
tained parameters for the temperature factors indicate only mod-
erate and not strongly anisotropic thermal wibrations a detailed
discussion of the differences does not seem appropriate.

Discussion

Table 3 presents interatomic distances and bond va-
lences calculated according to Brown and Wu (1976) for
our refined structure of krausite. For a projection of the

' To receive a copy of Table l, order Document AM-86-293
from the Business Ofrce, Mineralogical Society of America, 1625
I Street, N.W., Suite 414, Washington, D'C' 20006. Please remit
$5.00 in advance for the microfiche.
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Table 2. Structural parameters for krausite
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atomic arrangement parallel to [010] see Graeber et al.
(r965).

The main features of the crystal structure as determined
by Graeber et al. (1965) have not been changed by our
refinement: Krausite contains [Fst6t(SO.)r.HrO]- chains
parallel to [010], which are interconnected by potassium
ions to form a three-dimensional network. The potassium
ions are coordinated by ten oxygen atoms forming a dis-

Table 3. Interatomic distances (A) for krausite
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torted pentagonal antiprism. All of these oxygen atoms
belong to sulfate groups.

During the present work the hydrogen atom was locat-
ed. Our refinement gave O<o-H : 0.72(4) A. This value
is (as usual in X-ray studies) somewhat short as compared
with the results from neutron diffraction structure deter-
minations (Baur, 1970; Chiari and Ferraris, 1982). The
H-Oco-H plane of the water molecule is perpendicular to
the mirror plane in the space $oup P2t/m of krausite.
The acceptor atom ofthe hydrogen bond is the O(l) atom
wirh oo . .  .o(l) :2.844(2) A, o1t; .  .  .  H: 2.r7@) A,
and the angle OarH . .. O(l) : 155(5f. Extending the
OarH distance to 0.97 Awhile keepingthe O<o-H direction

t'.113i1i constant would change this angle to 152(4). Each water
|'.1|1iii molecule forms two hydrogen bonds to two mirror-related

}..|"rzi|i O(l) atoms. The donor and the acceptor oxygen atoms of
2.745,r) the hydrogen bond belong to the same [Fe(SOo)r'HrO]-
2.il7t5t chain. The angle H-Oco-H : 115(7f is somewhat large,
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Fig. l. A [Fe(SOn)r.HrO]- chain of krausite in a projection

parallel to [201]. Hydrogen bonds are drawn with dotted lines
and the interpolyhedral (van der Waals) contact O(4)-O(4y :
2.747(2) A with broken lines.
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Fig.2. Theoretical [Fe(SOn)r]- chain with the same topology
as that in krausite. The interpolyhedral distance O( )-O(a)'Oro-
ken lines) measures here 3.71 A.

two acceptor atoms of the hydrogen bond ( 129.6(2)"). While
the plane defined by the Oo atom and the two O(l) atoms
that are acceptors ofthe hydrogen bonds forms an angle
of 90.9(3)" with the direction Fe-Ocr, the plane H-O<^r-H
forms an angle of 128(7) with this direction. As a con-
sequence the angle Fe-Or.r-H is 109(3)", which is equal
within the limits of error to an angle of an ideal tetrahe-
dron.

In addition to four neighbors in the FeOr(HrO) octa-
hedron and the two o( I ) atoms with o<,r . . . o( I ) : 2.844(2)
A, the O, atom has two more oxygen atom neighbors at
a distance <3.20 A. On the basis of distance alone they
could modify the hydrogen bond to a bifurcated or even
a trifurcated bond. One of them, an O(l)' atom w'ith Oc.l-
O(1)' : 3.058(6) A can be immediately discarded from
further consideration because the angle at the hydrogen
atom, Oco-H .. . O(1)', is only 6l(4)'. The other oxygen
atom is an O(2) atom with Oc.r-O(2) : 3.021(8) A. Because
the distance H . . . O(2) measures 2.72(4)A, while H . . .
O(l) measures only 2.17(4) A (with O<.r-H extended ro
0.97 A the corresponding values are 2.65(5) A and 1.95(5)
A; ana because the angle Oo-H-O(1) more nearly ap-
proximates 180" than does OoH-O(2), O(2) cannot play
any important role as an acceptor of a hydrogen bond.
The hydrogen bond in all probability goes at least pre-
dominantly to the O(l) atom as discussed above.

It is also worth mentioning that there is an O(4)-O(4)'
contact of 2.747(2) A within the [Fe(SOo)r.HrO]- chain,
which does not represent any edge of the coordination
polyhedra round the K, Fe, and S atoms (Fig. l). More-
over, our structure refinement shows that this O-O contact
is definitely not caused by a hydrogen bond. The latter
result is in agreement with the bond valence sum of 2.08
v.u. for the O(4) atom (Table 3). Therefore O(a)-O(a)'is
an interpolyhedral (i.e., a van der Waals) contact. The
[Fe(SOo)r.HrO]- chain could easily adopt a geometry in

which such a short interpolyhedral O-O contact is avoid-
ed. An obvious example is a geometrically "ideal"
[Fe(SOo)r.HrO]- chain with the same average Fe-O and
S-O bond lengths as in the determined structure, with ideal
FeOr(HrO) octahedra and SOo tetrahedra, and with two
faces of the FeO,(HrO) octahedron and the O(l)-O(2)-
O(2) face ofthe S(2)O4 tetrahedron parallel to each other
(Fig. 2). In this geometrically "ideal" chain all three S(2)-
O-Fe angles measure 164.2o, while in the actual structure
they measure 134.4 and 144.4 (2x), respectively. The
distance O(4)-O(4)' in the "ideal" chain measures 3.7 | A.
The probable causes for the distortion ofthis "ideal" chain
(or a similar chain) to the one occurring in krausite, i.e.
the one with the somewhat short interpo$edral O(4)-
O(4)'distance, are in our opinion the tendency of th€ S-O-
FeflII) angles to adopt smaller angles than 164" and/or
the constraints imposed on the geometry of the [Fe(SO4)r.
HrOl- chain by the interconnecting K* ions. In this con-
text it should also be mentioned that Zemann (1983) found
in the crystal structure of yavapaite, KFe(SOo)r, (Graeber
and Rosenzweig,197l) similar short O-O contacts at anal-
ogous parts within the atomic arrangement. To the best
of our knowledge krausite represents the first example of
an inorganic structure with an interpolyhedral (van der
Waals) oxygercxygen contact which is shorter than the
hydrogen bond.

The optical constants ofkrausite (Foshag, l93l) are in
qualitative agreement with the atomic arrangement; i.e.,
the birefringence is positive and very high (7 - a : 0. I 34)
with the vibration direction of y : 1.722 parallel to the
[Fe(SOo)r.HrO]- chains (cf. Zemann, 1984).
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