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's82  METALLIC FOSSILS. [ ppends.

Obfervations.
1. It may probably be placed in the Syftem af-
ter Lead-Glance. ‘
2. As it has received no ‘n#me, it may, in ho-
nodr of the diftinguithed mineralogift who firt
. defcribed it, be denominated Bournonite.

Columbite. -~

Columbium, Hatchert, Phil. Tranf. for 1802. —‘Colnmbinin.
Broch. t. 2. p. §50.—Columbeifen, Reufs, 4. b. f. 632

. External Charalters.

Colour dark iteel -Brey, which inclines to iron-
black.

Occurs maffive,

Internally it is thining, and its luftre inclines to
femimetallic.

Longitudinal fra&ure imperfet foliated ; cvofs
 fraGure fine-grained uneven.

Is femihard. ‘ ‘

Yields a dark yellowifth-brown ftreak.

Is brittle.”

Eafily frangible ; and

Heavy.

Specific gravity, 5..918, Hatcbett.

Chemical Charaélers.
Mineral acids a&t but feebly on it, and extradt
a portion of its iron. Mcltednthh five times its

weight
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weight of potafs, an ebullition follows, and the mix-
ture melts into a greenifh-coloured mafs.

Conflituent Parts.

Columbic oxide, 78
Oxide of iron, . 21
99

Geographic Sitnation.

This foflil was found by Mr Hatchett in the Bri-
tith Mufeum, amongft a colle&ion of minerals fent
from the province of Maflachuffet in North Ame-
rica.

Obfervations.

1. Mr Hatchett found it to contain a metal,
which, from its properties, could not be referred to
any hitherto known ; hence he was of opinion that
it fhould be confidered as a new genus, to which
he gave the name Columbium, in honour of the dif~
coverer of America. '

2. As it does not contain the metal in a metallic
ftate, I have, with Dr Thomfon, denominated it
Columbite.

3. Although this fpecnes contains a new metal,_
and that in great proportion, yet I doubt much if
it can be confidered as a diftin& genus. Its exter-
nal chara@ers bear fo great a refemblance to feve-
ral ores of iron, that it would probably not be im-.
proper,, for the prefent to placé it in the Iron Ge-’

' nus.
Tantalite.





