
I
;

SYSTE'M

01'

M I N ERA L'O G Y,
..,

I,
l

I

OltYCTOGNOSY,
OE~NOSY.

IONERALOGICAL CIlEMIS-
TIlT, I

MINERA.tOOICAL GEOGIl&.
PRY. ~.D

ECONOMICAL MINERALO­
GY.

-

I

i
/

,
\

By 1l0BERT JAM"ESON,
UGIV. ftOn.8O.. O~ If'AT1J&AI. BJS"OAY AIID &KItPE& 07 TB. r.fU.EVIiI

.or 'I'1m VlIIYJUUIITY OF .Dl••VaGB, FELLOW 01' THE I.OYAL All»

..a.JIT.lQ..I1£&". aO·CIKTJ... OF .DIWIUllGsr; 01' THE LllfMUM

~urr 0. LO.DOB, BO.OU...... 1010£& 0 .. TBE aO'l'AI.

UX•• .ACAlJIIO', OF TB••nf.~ALOOICAL AJm

~JIT.IC.r. IOCl.TI., 01' IB.A, aTe;.

··VOL. 11.

.aUlT.u 1'01. .aLL ~ .aADVUTa; aUTHI.I.

a TAIT; AND WILLIAJI aLACKWQOD
/
:

AIID FOI. LQMGMAIf, RuaST,. ·&S••.

&MD oaME, ~ONDO••

1805-



582 METALLIC FOSSILS. [~ppendiz.

ObftMlati01lI.
I. It may probably' 'be placed in the Syftem af.

ter Lead.Glance.
2. As it has received no 'DIme, it may, in h0­

nour of the diftinguiLbed mineralogift who firft
· defcrilJed it, be deoOOlinated .B()ilr"Onil~.

Columbite...

Columbium, HaJehtlt, Phil. Tranf. (or' 1802. -CotambiuDa.
Broth. t. 2. p. SSo.-Columbeifen, RlIIfi, 4- b. f. 632-

. ExttJr,~ C/JaraCle,I.
Colour d~r:k fteel-grey, \vQic~ inclines to iron-

black. I

Occurs mafiive.
Internally it is ihiaiDg, an4 its luftre inclioes to

femimetallic.
Longitudinal fraa:ure imperfetl: foliated; crofs

I fraCl:ure fine-grained uneven.
Is femihard.
Yields a dark y~Ilowifh-brown.ftreak •.
Is brIttle•.
Eafily' frangible; and
Heavy.
Specific gravity, 5•.918, Hatchett.

Chemical CbaraClerl.
Mineral acids ail: but feebly on it, and extraCt­

a PQrtion of its iron. Melted.with five times its
• wci~t



COLUMBtTE" .

weight ofpotafs, an ebullition follows, and the mix...
ture melts into a greenilh-coloured mafs.

Conjlituent Parts.
Columbic Qxide, 78
Oxide of ir~n, . 2 I

99

G69grapbic ·Situation. .
This foml was found by M~Hatcbett in the Bri­

tiili Mufeum, amongft a colleaion of minerals rent
from the province of MaiTacbuffet in North. Ame­
flca.

ObJervations. .
I. Mr Hattbett found it to contain a metal,

which, fr~m its properties, could not be referred to,

any hitherto known; hence he was of opiQioD that
it fbould be con6dered as a new genus, to whiCh
be gave the name Columbium, in honour of t~e dif-
coverer of America. I

, .
2. As it does not contain the metal in a metallic

ftate. I have, with Dr Tbomfoo, denominated it
Colu11lbite.

3- Although this fpecies contains a new metaJ,..
and that in great proportion, yet I doubt much if
it can be confidered 'as a diftinCl: genus. Its exter.
nal cbaraClers bear fo great a refemblance to rev.e­
ral ores of iron, that it would probably not 'be. im...
proper" for the prefent to place it in the INn Ge-

• •· DUI.
Tantalite.




