
\
t

I

••

THE

AND ARTS.

CONDUCTBD n

BENJAMIN SILL1M.I1.N,
___ CBK1l11l71U', Illl1KULOlIl', BTe. III "ALa COLUlIB; C_.­

_me ~E.or I'II~ aocl&TI' or AIlTI, IlAlIvrACT111l&1 All» call­
IllUlCII: 0' WBOOII, "II.B. or TBB KO"AL 1l11l.L\LOlIICU

_.-TY or DUID.B, or TBB IIIPBRIAL AOBICVLTVL\L
_JII:T1' 0' .Oleo.., AIID or l'AIlIOV. LIT-.&."
.- KmanPlC IOCllnlB. III .-aUC:A•

., .
'- .

VOL: VII.:•• l824.
'T :i:i:ij..

NEW-HAVEN:

PBlII'I'ED un PUaLUBED BY S. CONVEJlSE, J'OR THE EDITOR.-
SOLD BY THE PUBLISHER; BY E. LITTELL,

PBIL4DELPBU, A.D TRENTON, N. J.j AND

By Bow. If. SpUdinl, !'few-Haven; Duia & Foree, Walbinll;ton, (D. C.) :
BlIIltington & Hopkina, Hartford; Commlogs &. Hilliard, Borum; GOOd­
... Gluier & Co. Hallowei, Maioe; A. T. Goodrich &. Co. New-York;
c.Ieb AlW'ater,CircJeville, Obio; TbolllU.r. Ray, Augusta,Ga.; Wbipple II.
LaW1'eDee, 8eJem, M...; Edward J. Coale, Baltimore; B. D. Plant,
CoItuabia, 8. C.; Miller II. Halcblnl, Providence, R. I.; Thomas R.
WilliaDu, Ifewport, (R. I.) ; WIlIiUl T. Wllllaml, Savannab, Gao. ; Luke
Loomis, Pittllbarli:b, Pa.; Daoie.l Stooe, BnlDlwick, Me.; Professor D.
Olmsted, CJlepellllU Collep, N. C. j Job. Miller, No. til, Fleet-street,
1.oD... r



)

MUt.u..eo..~ietof~.u. 16

.'fa. L.etJlitiu of Tou,..,ui"u 4nd Ttlle.-~lJCt Jr",. •
leIur to tAc E41itor.

The tourmalines are from Paxton. MI.. where tbey oc­
eor in a ~nitic rock. panicularly amongst the quarts. and
8I'e so thickly imbedded in it, as to alter considerably the
appearance of the rock. They are regularly formed dou­
ble acumioated crystals, of a jet black colour. Tbe lar­
~ perfect ones that were brought, arp about three fourths
ofan inch in length; from tbis they are of an sizes down·
wards to that of oparly the smallest grain, but still are regu­
Jarwe II defined ('rystals, as may be easily ascertained by the
aid of a ma~nirying glass. .

The talc di1f'eu from any that I have ever beard mentioned
or seen described. Thissingularvariety is from near Worces­
ter, Mass. The mass bas a brownish cast and is composed of
two parts. The one is compact, of a dirty white and yeJJow.
ish colour, constituting the base; tb~ other is in thin plates
0( a yeDowisb and blackish cast, and resembles mica verr
mucb in appearance. It exhales aD argillaceous odour u~
on being moistened. When pulverized it seems to consist of
a yellowish powder iDterspersed with small shining lamiDe.
H subjected to the flame of a blowpipe, or that of a commoll
lamp, it expands and shoots out into a variety of fanciful
forms, resembling most geDerally small tI10nU haviDg tbe
~r~ n:tJCt. It sometimes expands witb such
force IS to be thrown some distaDce. These vermiform
l8I11D8DU are composed of small irregular scales. loosely
adbering to Ncb otber. having a silvery wbite appearaDce
and metallic lustre. .

If this proves to be a new variety, would it Dot be hatter
ill piDg it a distinctive appellation to select one that will
indicate the peculiar property it possesses, thaD to lOalte
use of an arbitrary name. I term it Vermiculite (worm bree­
der) from Vermiculor, to breed or produce worms.

THOMAS H. WEBB."




